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Higher Education Facilities: Issues and Trends 
 

International conference to be held in 
Zacatecas, Zacatecas, México, 29-30 May 2006 

 
 
Organisers 
 
The Mexican Secretariat of Public Education (SEP) 
The Administrative Board of the Federal School Construction Programme (CAPFCE, Mexico)  
The OECD Programme on Educational Building (PEB) 
The OECD Programme on Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) 
The National Association of Universities and Higher Education Institutions (ANUIES, Mexico) 
 
Host 
 
State Government of Zacatecas 
 
Co-hosts 
 
Autonomous University of Zacatecas 
Zacatecas Technological Institute 
 
Partner organisations 
 
International Association of Universities (IAU) 
Consortium for North American Higher Education Collaboration (CONAHEC) 
 
 
Who should attend? 
 
Facility planners, designers and managers 
Institutional planners 
Policy makers 
Architects and builders 
Institutional leaders 
 
Venue 
 
The conference will be held at the Autonomous University of Zacatecas, in the mining city of 
Zacatecas, which is located in the central part of Mexico, approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes 
from Mexico City by plane. Zacatecas international airport is also served by regular flights from 
several American cities. Zacatecas, classified by UNESCO as a World Heritage site in 1994, is a 
very well preserved colonial city in Mexico which is part of the Colonial Treasures of Mexico and 
has an impressive cultural heritage. Founded as a mining town more than 450 years ago, the city 
is a gateway to colonial Mexico.  
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The meeting will take place before the CAPFCE V International Congress on the Development of 
Physical Infrastructure, which will be held from 1 to 3 May 2006.  
 
Objectives 
 
As higher education becomes a dynamic, global business, the strategic management of higher 
education facilities is becoming increasingly complex. A greater number of students with higher 
expectations and changing needs has a major impact on how facilities should be planned, 
designed and managed. Furthermore, in a context of increasing financial restrictions and 
accountability, higher education facilities management professionals are facing new challenges in 
terms of learning environment.  

In order to discuss these challenges and to identify and examine important trends that could 
influence the planning, design and management of higher education facilities, share best practices, 
and learn about new approaches, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) in collaboration with the Mexican Ministry of Education (SEP), the Administrative 
Board of the Federal School Construction Programme (CAPFCE) and the Mexican Association of 
Universities (ANUIES), is inviting institutional leaders, higher education facilities professionals 
and representatives of interested government agencies, to attend the international conference on 
“Higher Education Facilities: Issues and Trends”, to be hosted by the State Government of 
Zacatecas, in the colonial city of Zacatecas.  

Issues for discussion 

The main questions which the conference will address are the following: 

� Identifying current challenges and opportunities in the field of higher education facilities. 
� Sharing best practices. 
� Comparing experiences in planning, designing and managing higher education facilities 

for the future, in different regions and countries.  
� Deferred maintenance of facilities. 
� Promoting the certification of skills in the professional and technical fields of higher 

education facilities. 
� Fostering active participation of institutions, governments and the business sector in the 

field of higher education facilities. 

Concurrent sessions will showcase strategies and best practices at institutional level in areas such 
as:  

� Designing or re-designing campus architecture to meet 21st century challenges. 
� Transforming traditional universities into global institutions. 
� Integrating emerging technologies to the new campus. 
� Managing higher education facilities. 
� Space planning and administration. 
� Financing new construction and maintaining building quality. 
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Conference highlights 
 
Participants will have an opportunity to: 

� Attend overviews by experts from higher education, governmental and business 
organisations on major issues and trends in higher education facilities planning and 
management. 

� Participate in working group sessions. 
� Participate in networking exercises.  
� Attend the 5th CAPFCE International Congress on Educational Infrastructure. 

 
Papers 
 
The organising committee will accept a limited number of proposals for papers discussing 
relevant experiences and case studies. Abstracts should be received by 31 March 2006. Potential 
presenters will be notified whether their proposal has been accepted by 15 April 2006. Full papers 
should be received by 28 April 2006. 
 
Please note that travel and accommodation costs will be presenters’ responsibility. 
 
 
Working languages 
 
The working languages for the conference are Spanish and English. 
 
Documentation 
 
Background documents and practical information will be sent to registered participants 
approximately one month prior to the event.  
 
Accommodation and travel arrangements 
 
Travel and accommodation arrangements, including organisation of visas for entry into Mexico, 
will be the responsibility of each participant.  
 
Participants at the seminar will be accommodated at the Hotel Don Miguel 
(www.donmiguel.com.mx), bld. Lopez Portillo, Zacatecas, Zacatecas, Mexico, telephone +52 492 
924 10 02 to 05; fax +52 492 924 10 02, ext. 1625; e-mail: ventas@donmiguel.com.mx or 
f_suarezb@yahoo.com.mx. 

 

The cost for accommodation per night is: 

Breakfast and tax included: 

 

Standard single room: 923 MXN 

Standard double room: 973 MXN  
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All inclusive (all meals, taxes and 
national beverages): 

 

Standard single room: 1209 MXN  

Standard double room: 1694 MXN 

  
To reserve accommodation for before, during and/or after the seminar, please contact the 
Don Miguel Hotel directly and specify that you will be attending the seminar. It is advisable 
that you make your hotel reservation as soon as possible. 
  
Please note that payment for accommodation is to be made to the hotel.  
 
 
Registration fee 
 
For participants coming from OECD member countries, as well as for participants who represent 
SEP and CAPFCE, or PEB, IMHE, ANUIES, IAU and CONAHEC member institutions and 
countries, a registration fee of 100 EUR will apply. 
 
A fee of 200 EUR will be charged to all other participants. 
 

 
For further information, please send an e-mail to the PEB Secretariat at peb@oecd.org 



 
 
 

OECD Programme on Educational Building (PEB) 
OECD Programme on Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) 

Administrative Board of the Federal School Construction Programme (CAPFCE, Mexico) 
Mexican Secretariat of Public Education (SEP) 

National Association of Universities and Higher Education Institutions (ANUIES, Mexico) 

 

Please forward the completed registration form to: 
PROGRAMME ON EDUCATIONAL BUILDING 

2, rue André-Pascal 75016 PARIS, FRANCE 
E-mail: peb@OECD.org  Tel.: 33 1 45 24 92 86  Fax: 33 1 44 30 61 76 

www.oecd.org 

 
International conference, Zacatecas, Zacatecas, Mexico 

 29–30 May 2006 
 

Higher Education Facilities: Issues and Trends 

Registration form 
160/PEB/IMHE/ZACATECAS 2006 

 
Deadline for submission: 5 May 2006 

Family name (in capitals) __________________________First name _____________________ 

Title (Mrs./Ms./Mr.) _____________________Institution/firm___________________________ 

Profession ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________Country______________________ 

Telephone ____________________________ Fax ____________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conference fee: EUR 100 for members of ANUIES, CAPFCE, CONAHEC, IAU, IMHE, 
PEB and SEP, and EUR 200 for other participants. (Cancellations will not be refunded after the 
event. For cancellations before the event, please note that a third of the registration fee will be retained to cover 
administrative costs.) 
 
Working language (please circle as appropriate):      ENGLISH   SPANISH 
 
 
 

 
 

Payment by credit card 
Please tick as appropriate (International Visa or 
International MasterCard only): 
 
International Visa  �          International MasterCard  � 
 
Complete the details below and SIGN: 
Full name on card:_____________________ 
Card number:_________________________ 
Expiration date:_______________________ 
Signature_____________________________ 

Payment by check or bank transfer 
Please note the reference:  
“160/PEB/IMHE/ZACATECAS 2006”  
Beneficiary:  OECD 
Bank: JP Morgan, AG 
Address: Grueneburgweg, 2 
D-60322 Frankfurt, Germany 
Account number: 6161603441 
BLZ: 50110800 
SWIFT/BIC: CHASDEFX   
IBAN: DE95501108006161603441 
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