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How much disclosure is enough?

THE FEDERAL EXPERIENCE IN THE US

Our goal with any public disclosure program is to be plain enough to
allow the average 12 year old to go online, research, and write a report
on a particular policy matter (with limited adult guidance).

L History of the role of lobbying and the Federal Statute
A. First Amendment to Constitution
B. US political marketplace is unlike parliamentary democracies
C. US decision makers often benefit from outside lens

D. Transparency results from the choreography of interrelated laws



II. Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, as amended

A. Key Definitions
1. Lobbyist
2. Lobbying Contact
3. Lobbying Activity
4. Registrant

B. Registration
1. Two kinds of registrants
2. Financial thresholds

C. Reporting
1. Filing schedule
2. Core disclosures

D. Administration: Co-Administration with Clerk of House
1. Advice
2. Forms & Automation
3. Compliance

4. Public Interface



III. 2007 Senate and House Legislation

A. Communalities
1. Quarterly reporting
2. Halving financial thresholds for registration & reporting
3. Mandatory e-filing
4. Mandatory web site for disclosure
5. Campaign finance law intersection
6. Doubled civil penalties for non compliance
7. New web site for outside paid travel
8. Coalition disclosure

B. Senate bill - S. 1
1. Revolving door
2. Identification of state & local lobbying at federal level
3. Web disclosure of number of referrals to US Attorney
4. FARA web site (under Department of Justice)
5. Our office audited annually by GAO
6. Mandatory ethics training
7. Suggests code of conduct for lobbyists/self-policing

C. House bill - H.R. 2316
1. Certification that no gifts were given

2. Web posting of House members’ Public Financial
Disclosure reports



IV.

Senate Office of Public Records Lobbying Disclosure Web site

A. Redesign based upon COGEL user group suggestions

B. Navigating the site
1. Boolean searches
2. Searchable versus downloadable
3. Screen shots

Looking to the future

A. More timely release

B. More accurate reporting

C. Integration of 2007 new requirements
D. A downloadable data base



ATTACHMENT 1
SECRETARY OF THE SENATE FEDERAL LOBBYING WEB SITE

cndds Home  Lobbysig D

Lobbying Disclosure

The Lobbying Disclosurs Act of
1895 gstablished criteria for
detarmining whether an
organization or firm should register
their smployaes as lobbyists.
Lobbyists register with the Secretary
of the Ssnate Office of Public
Recards, which makes these
registrations avallablae for public
inspection.

New. TenWavgloAvoid 3
Coraction Lalter

Registration and Filing

» Filing Deadlines are August
14* {for January 1 - June 30
mid-year rapoits); February
14* {for July 1 - Decembear 31
year-end raports).

*Or the ned business day if
the date falls on 2 holiday or
a weekend.

Blectronic Fillnn Contor has

registration and semi-annual ‘

filing forms Yor lobbyists.

Senale Lobbving Disclosure
Retords, updated daily, can
be viewed by the public.

The

gSenale Identification
Numbers is updated twice a
month.

Guldance provides information on
interpretation of the law by the
Secretaty of the Senate and the
Clerk of the House.

Ottice of Public Rucods

232 Hatt Senate Office Building
Wastitagton, D.C. 20810-7110
(202) 2240788

Clidd the Go dulton to e-mail us.

\

Repistration Thresholds

HNotive regarding Januaty 1,
2008 inorsasa in mgidration
hiasholds.

¢ (]
Lobhying Discloswe Act -

Visw tha Lobbying Disclosura
Act 01 1095 and the 1908
technical comections.

Lebbiving Disslopue Ad (pdY)
1096 Yacholoal Cornctions (pdf)

?!Mual Reference Desk ...
Additioaal infermation on
fobbying ls svailable on the
Vidual Ruferencs Dek




ATTACHMENT 2
SECRETARY OF THE SENATE FEDERAL LOBBYING WEB SITE

CONDUCTING A SEARCH OF THE DATA BASE

hoette Poppe St osodt Tnberapet Fxplsres

Criteria For Query
Choose one or more of the following criteria to build your query

{Usw your Ctrl key to select more than one criteron.)

Registrant Name

Client Nams

Lobbyist Name

Amount Reported

Date Posted

lssue Code

Repornt Type

Govemment Entity Contacted
Client Country

Client State

Filing Period

Foreign Entity Country

Filing Yeer




