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The West Africa Report aims to present development perspectives of the region by 
highlighting regional cooperation issues. This Report will be produced every two years 
focusing on a topic of interest for the region. The 2007/08 issue explores resources for 
development. The Report will also be an opportunity to gather African personality’s 
opinions and promote debate on future subjects for West Africa. 

 

For what purpose? 

To present an analysis framework for regional integration in West Africa. 

To provide a place for strategic thinking to help West African countries and actors be 
better prepared to face future common challenges.  

 

For whom? 

As an information source available for researchers, students, the media and all those 
interested in this region.  

As a decision-making tool for local, national and regional actors (public, private and civil 
sectors) as well as their development partners. 

 

A Shared Goal and Endeavour  

The Report is a result of collaboration between the Sahel and West Africa Club (SWAC) and 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The Permanent Inter-state 
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) as well as the West African Economic 
and Monetary Union (UEMOA) will also provide support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2007-2008 WEST AFRICA REPORT 

mailto:raymond.weber@oecd.org
mailto:kalsylla@yahoo.fr


 

Resources for Development  

Is there a need for another report on West African resources? There are certainly numerous 
regional analyses on this subject but they are often sectoral and thematic and do not 
address this issue from a multidisciplinary angle. 

Hence this Report analyses the three forms of capital and their interconnection: natural 
capital through notably water, vegetation and mineral resources; social and cultural capital 
with all of the artistic, linguistic and human abundance; economic capital via infrastructure 
and the dynamic informal sector.  

Differing Perspectives on the Various Forms of Capital 

The Report will raise a certain number of questions regarding the challenges West Africa 
faces in order to better capitalise on its substantial resources. Some African personalities 
will endeavour to respond to this issue presenting differing and interactive perspectives of 
the various resources for development.  

Challenges for West Africa – a few ideas 

 Natural resources are at the root of economic development for the majority of the West 
African population. Given the intense demographic growth, the international economic 
appetite and climate change, natural resources management is evermore crucial. Hence 
an approach that takes into account the economic, social and environmental stakes 
faced with vulnerability and some non-renewable resources is imperative.  

 Going beyond borders West Africa shares common traits linked to languages, religions, 
youthfulness of its population, making this region appear as a coherent entity. West 
Africa also has great human and cultural diversity. Capitalising on this diversity is one of 
the often neglected keys to development of the region as it is deemed less profitable. Is 
the creation of “West African labels” possible given the tremendous creativity, 
historically proud population which is capable of taking on technologies? 

 West African economic and financial resources have been greatly increasing and 
diversifying since the end of the 1990s as a result of favourable international 
circumstances and an improved regional context. West Africa today should undertake 
profitable and structuring investments involving concerned societal actors. 

 ECOWAS should become the central integration institution in West Africa of which its 
transformation into a Commission in 2007 was an important step in this process. Will 
these institutional changes enable regional institutions to meet the challenges of 
cooperation and integration? How can the CILSS, ECOWAS and UEMOA better 
coordinate to face these challenges? 
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 The Editorial Team is co-chaired by Mr. Lambert N’Galadjo Bamba, ECOWAS Commissioner for 
Macro-economic Policy and Mr. Normand Lauzon, SWAC Director. 

 The publication will be available in English and French. 

 The electronic version will include audio interviews with African personalities and an interactive 
presentation. 
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An area of 7 800 000 km
2

, 1.8 times the size of the European 

Union 

 In this Report, West Africa covers the 15 ECOWAS countries plus Cameroon, Chad and 
Mauritania. 

 

 
 

A region undergoing rapid demographic growth 

 315 million inhabitants in 2007, 480 million in 2030. 
 A soon to be mainly urban region that will include 23 cities with more than one million 

inhabitants.  
 

A young and mobile population 

 60 % of the population is under 25 years of age. 
 Regional countries host 7.5 million migrants originally from another West African 

country. 
 OECD member countries host 1.2 million West Africans. 

 

A fragile yet dynamic and open economy  

 A low GDP/inhabitant: 700 dollars US in 2007. 
 GDP average growth rate of 4.5%/year since 2000. 
 External trade represents ¾ of regional GDP. The European Union, the United States and 

China, are the three main trading partners.  
 

A joint base of solidarity founded on cultural diversity  

 1 200 spoken languages, sometimes across borders: hausa, mandingo, peul, yoruba, 
tamashek, etc. 

 Official languages: Arab, English, French, Portuguese. 

 

WEST AFRICA: A Dynamic Region 


