The Secretariat

Anti-Corruption Policies in Asia and the Pacific
Self-Assessment Report Australia

Over the last decade, societies have come to realize the extent to which corruption and bribery has
undermined their welfare and stability. Governments, the private sector and civil society alike have
consequently declared the fight against corruption to be of highest priority.

In the Asia-Pacific region, twenty-one countries have expressed their commitment to fight
corruption by endorsing an anti-corruption action plan within the framework of the ADB/OECD Anti-
Corruption Initiative for Asia and the Pacific, a first-of-its-kind partnership between all stakeholders
of Asian and Pacific countries. The Action Plan comprehensively promotes the regions’ objectives
and needs for reform to develop effective and transparent systems for public service, to strengthen
anti-bribery initiatives, to promote integrity in business operations, and to support citizens’
involvement.

In order to gain a comprehensive and structured overview of the endorsing countries’ legal and
institutional framework in place to ensure and enhance transparency in the public sector, combat
bribery and promote transparency in business operations, and facilitate public involvement in the
fight against corruption, endorsing countries of the Action Plan have decided to take stock of their
relevant legal and institutional provisions in place.

The following report reflects the Anti-Corruption Policies that Australia has reportedly in place as of
January 2004. Organized along the topics of the Anti-Corruption Action Plan for Asia and the
Pacific, it outlines the legal and institutional framework governing each of its issues, the respective
implementing agencies and recent of planned reforms.

Self-assessment reports provided by the other countries that have endorsed the Anti-Corruption
Action Plan for Asia-Pacific as well as a summarizing overview of the anti-corruption policies in the
region are available at the Initiative’s website (www1.o0ecd.org/daf/asiacom/stocktaking.htm). For
further information about the Anti-Corruption Initiative for Asia-Pacific and its work, please refer to
www1.o0ecd.org/daf/asiacom/.
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