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Cross-border Co-operation

i Crossborder cooperation is an efficient tool to foster the West African regional integration procé
Many border zones experienced demographic and economic densification over the past 40
This document highlightthe need to regionally manage the consequences of conflict and inv§
local populations in a gragsots regional integration processrough crosshorder activities :

In response to these needs, the SWAC launched in 2003, together with-Bip# andhe National
Borders Directorate of Mali, thé/est African Borders and Integration (WABHjitiative. Within the
framework of WABI, the SWAC supportiir crossborder cooperation pilot operations which§
were implemented by local partners under the auggsicof ECOWAS. Drawing on these fié
experiences, various crog®rder communications tools were developed for local and regional ac§
(www.afriquefrontieres.org crossborder diaries, information sheetsetc.). The SWAC als§
contributed to 1 KS RSOSt 2LI¥Syid 2F GKS 9/ hz1{ [/ NRA!
facilitated the elaboratiorof a regional legal framework for crebsrder projects.

After five years of successful work with local and regipaainers, the SWADtends to pursie the
following activities
: 4 Promote and @pitalise on the achievements of crassrder caoperation invulnerable
areas olWest Africa

4  Develop crosborder conflict prevention angostconflict management tools;

4  Follow up the CIP process undertakenBiyOWAS and the development of the AU Border
i Programme. 5
Two action proposalg1. capitalisation/informationsharingand 2. networkbuilding/partneiships
between the North andSouthin fragile border zonesare put forward along with several actiwits
that could further be developed upon request. :
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l. RATIONALE

1.1.  The demographic and economic densification of many border zones

Evolution of Market Attractiveness in West A26209 At the time of independence, West Africa was

sparsely populated and its population was
essentially concentrated on the cdasand

around large Sahelian cities. Between 1960 and
HannI GKS NBIA2yQa G2al L
fold, growing from 87 to 260 million

inhabitants.

The number of villages has increased
significantly and, around these villages, the
rural agriculturalareas have become denser.
The map opposite shows the evolution shaped
by the relationship between rural spaces and
urban markets. The darker and larger the areas,
the greater the intensity of trading. It appears
thus in West Africa that the trade zonesae
separated from each other, progressively
merged with each other going beyond national
borders.

Once marginalised, many of the border zones
are now in the trade circuit concerning the
agricultural market.

High trade intensity crosisorder zons are apearing and developingThis is where almost all
foreign trade passes between the global market and {awdked countries and between Sahelian
countries and coastal countries. These zones also structure regamahlrade whose intensity has
grown propationally more than its population growth. These spaces, their potential as well as their
specific risks must be taken into account withinageration and regional integration strategies.



1.2, The need to create a regional economic zone

Over the lasyears, ECOWAS has successfully maintained peace and collective security to the extent

that some observers suggest that this be their sole purpose. Furthermore, as its name indicates, the
Economic Community of West African States is an economimpe@ton instrument between
O2dzy i NAS&a akKINAYy3d O2YY2y 02NRSNBROD Ly Ada ! NIAOf
aims of the Community are to promote -operation and integration, leading to the establishment of

an economic union in West AfricX ¢ £ ® ¢tKS ¢NBFde |faz2z aSda 2dzi (K
I OKASPSR O60! NI®d odHOX GKS /2YYdzyAide aoXo akKkffsxz
market through:

4 The liberalisation of trade by the abolition, among Member States, of custiutiss levied
on imports and exports, and the abolition among Member States, oftadff barriers in
order to establish a free trade area at the Community level,

4 The adoption of a common external tariff and a common trade policya-vis third
countries;

4 The removal, between Member States, of obstacles to the free movement of persons, goods,
ASNIBAOS IyR OFLRAGIEY FYyR (2 (GKS NRAIKG 2F NBaJ
Furthermore, other factors support the deepening of regional integration and cooperdtip
creating a common market and eliminating barriers between States. Due to the small size of many

national West African markets, the competitiveness of regional production is compromised
compared to Chinese, American and European market competition.

This has led ECOWAS, along with Mauritania, to negotiate and sign a regional Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) with the European Union. This Agreement, which will soon lead to a free Euro
African trade zone, is based on the theory that stiff compatitand market integration should
trigger the regional restructuration of the West African economy.

Border zones are th&ont linesin achieving regional economic integration. Daily impediments and
many constraints still hinder West African cooperatiom antegration despite ECOWAS laws on the
free movement of goods and people and the freedom of establishment. These zones are also subject
to the disparities between national economic policies which are based on a national notion of how
economic sectors hould be managed. These sectors provide enormous potential although the
development of such potential is hindered due to crbssder situations. The palm oil trade in
Senegambie Meridionale is a relevant example (see Annex 2).

Over the last few yearsieldf S@St | OGABAGASE KI @S RSY2yadaN) GSR
to put forward concrete proposals regarding ways in which to improve border fluidity and develop
crossborder economic activities.



If States would support this sort of initigeé and if development partners could provide funding for
this type of programme, it would be possible to

4 Create cros$border dialogue frameworks which would involve representatives from customs
services and law enforcement, private operators, locallgcteld officials, and ministry
representatives in order to apply the existing laws related to the free movement of goods
and peoplé.

4 Foster the development of crod®rder economic projects. For example, the processing of
peanut oil in Guinea Bissau bkiet Huilerie de Ziguinchois problematic due to border
crossing difficulties. A group of traders from Katsina (northern Nigeria) who had proposed to
finance and set up a border market but faced problems collaborating with Nigerien
authorities is another xample.

1.3.  The need to regionally manage the consequences of conflict

Over the last decades, conflicts and instability have spread throughout the region. Although conflict
could originate locally and/or nationally, all conflicts can have significagiional affects:
involuntary migration flows, circulation of armed groups and often illicit trafficking of goods and
resources, in particular diamonds and timber, which have resulted in the illegal war economy.

Organisations providing support to refugees those who fuel and finance the combatant
demobilization and reconstruction processes, attest to the difficulties linked to the regional
dimension of these issues which is difficult to take into account. The concept of developing regional
management tols for postconflict situations is thus widely shareRefugee camps are usually
located in West African border zones. These zones are also where trafficking develops and insecurity
is paramount.

There are a great many little known or marginally suppdrigtiatives involving crosisorder zone

inhabitants who are vulnerable due to the consequences of conflict and/or prey to instability and
insecurity. In many cases security services on both sides of the border maintain regular contact
facilitating ad hocollaboration (criminal arrests). But this collaboration is more often based only on
personal relationships and not on official collaborative procedurégnerally, civil society

implements a wide range of spontaneous initiatives such as the hostinduofees, mediation or the

combating of traffickinghn exampledescribes how traditional Senegalese and Bissau Guinean
02NRSNJ GAtE 1 3S FdziK2NAGASA KIF@S aSd dz2Jd aLISE OS Y
can prevent many disputes.

Of course these local initiatives should be supported and their actions betteordinated with
international commuity interventions. These initiatives have the advantage of being strongly
anchored in their specific environment while developing over time. dppsoach is in line with the

NI GA2Yy Il S #ntedgrated Suiategies/for $daStivedBorder Areas in West AfrichkIN2 I NI Y'Y S
led by UNOWA and OCHA

1Projects already exist: for example the NGO Foddé project on the border between Senegal and Guinea Bissau
(MansaKaokogt F G T2y S0 gKAOK FAYa (2 RAA&a9adtylbcaldctosskch 2 ! { |y
that these local actors are aware of poterte@ministrative difficultiesThis project is supported by the

agreement between the Senegalese and BigSairean police and customs officers.

%A United Nations Security Council mission carried out in West Africa in June 2003 brought to light these
problems in the sensitive border zones. Following this mission, the United Nations SeGetanal
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1.4. The need for a graseoots regional integration process

For many years there has been muclomemic and social trade within West Africa, linking these
various sukregions while simultaneously trading amongst themselves and other regions of the
world. Trade demonstrates a continuum of cultural relations which, despite different ethnicities,

religious beliefs, or nationalities, determinesthe SNIS3A 2y Qa &2t ARI NA G & @ t 2

never hindered populations from maintaining relatiom®yond the established bordersThis
continuity is even more apparent in cosmopolitan centres and mmeee in other border areas where
there is a mélange of regional populations. In these areas, administrative or monetary differences do

y20G OFY2dzZFt I 3S 02NRSNJ LR LIz | GA2yaQ fAy3Idaraidiros

& O NBbetler areagpaysfrontiere | & SELINB & &SR 0 & aré chadicterised Og¥al NJ Y 2y

relatively homogeneous population who engage in all types of trade amongst themselves.

Currently, this traditional solidarity is rarely taken into account in regional stragegle however
constitutes a basis and significant potential to accelerate the integration process. Hence, the
development of cros®order cooperation is an opportunity.

Regionalevel development projects until now focusedainly 2y G KS aYl Oages: &S00

communication or energy (dams, etc.) infrastructures, programmes combating severe human and
animal pandemics (onchocercosis, AIDS, cattle plagues), polioydioation (economic and
monetary convergence, common agricultural policy).

ECOWAS intesdhenceforth to supplement this approach by introducing and developing of a
participatory approach favouring more modest projects, but anchored in the droster socie
economic framework and attainable in a relatively short amount of time.

Crosshorder m-operation thus providegarticipatory regional developmersiought by populations.
¢CKAA I LIINRFOK YdzaAadG Ff a2 adzZJdR2 NI GKS OKIFfftSy3s
and the regional integration process supported by organisations sucic@MAS and the UEMOA
whose efforts are often ignored and rarely understood.

recommended irK A & al NOK that therUnite NafoNdwbrk dn integrated-operation strategies

with concerned governments in the treatment of a large range of problems affecting these zones, in order to try
G2 LINB@Syld (KS FamhiNBdmargez it GE2yATylitedlai@hdiitelids fofs8nsitive

0 2 NRSNJ I NB I a mangigec b theiUnited NiioQslOffiGe for West Africa and the Regional Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in close relationship with ECOWAS.
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Il. ACHIEVEMENTS

In 2003, the SWAGhe NGCENDADiapol and the National Borders Directorate of Mali, created the
West African Borders and Integration (WABIitiative with an ain to promote crossorder cce
operation as an efficient todo foster regional integration andtrengthenstability. At the same
time, other partners emphasised the importance of a crbeeder approach to territorial
development (MDP and the UEMOA) andwsity (UNOWA).

2.1. Field Experiences

The SWAC fostered the creation of four crbssder ccoperation pilot operations which were
implemented by local partners under the auspices of ECOWKeY are based on already existing
border activities.

x Sikasso¢ Bobo Dioulasso (Malg Burkina Faso)

The process was launched at the Sikasso workshop in
September 2005 under the auspices of Regional Planning
Ministers of Burkina Faso and Mali,-cganised by the
MDP, the SWAC and UNOWA with the participatibthe
National Borders Directorate of Mali (DNF). The CILSS and
UEMOA were also involved with the process. An Action
Plan was drawn up with border activity proposals. UNDP

Korhoo NN Bamako and Ouagadougou are financing local technical
Ferkessédougou . . .
4 : g assistance for this process @wfacilitators). Due to the
Céte d’lvoire

Ivorian political situation, the process only concerns the
areas of Burkina Faso and Mali despite the demand by
local actors to include theneighbairing area of Cote
RQL@Z2ANB®

Two activities were launched:

4 & Y dzNHzddiol nétwork in the crossborder zone was launched with MDP support in June
2006. The project consists of joint broadcast production by FM community radio stations
playing an essential role in the dissemination of local news. A network charter has been drawn
up. OneGeneral Assembly organised in April 2007 affirmed that the network needs to work
towards financial and managerial autonomy taking into account that up to now all support
has been funded by the MDP.

4 Strategic thinking on an integrated sectoral approaabtably the fruit sector (consultation
workshop organised in Mar@007 in Banfordetween traders and local authorities).

Besides these two activities, the MDP created a directory of dyvosder authorities. The
Government of Mali confirmed its interesh iorganising its annual Regional Integration Week
focusing on border cooperation (Kayes, May 2006). Festrim (Arts, Rites and Music Festival of Black
Farmer$, organised in BanforBurkina was an opportunity to review the progress of the process.



x Snégamhbe Méridionale (the Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Senegal)

The pilot operation in &égambie Meridionale was
launched at the workshop eorganised by ENDBiapol

and the SWAC in Ziguinchor held from 24 to 26 October
2005 with the financial support of the Awisin
Development Cooperation Agency and CIDA. The meeting
brought together approximately one hundred
participants representing local associations, local
communities, technical services, States,
intergovernmental organisations and development
partners in @der to develop:

4 An Action Plan aiming to initiate actions and exchanges;
4 1 Y2YAG2NAYy3 YSOKFyAaY 2F GKS OGA2Y LI I yQ

lf 0K2dAK TFAYyFIyOAy3a O2dA# R y2G 6S NIXAaSR F2N (K
implementation, some local agts pursued their initiatives, in particular in the areas of ciossler

security, renovating production routes and border valleys as well as in the beekeeping economic sub
sector. This vitality of crodsorder cooperation initiatives prompted ENBAapoland the SWAC to

better identify such initiatives in order to: (i) examine their feasibility; (ii) capitalise on them; and (iii)
support them:

4 During field missions and political awareness raising missions in 2006;

4 Through an ambitious communications gl including publications, th€rossBorder
Diaries magazingsee annex 1and the WABI website;

4 With concrete support for some of the proposals set muthe Action Plan.

Three initiatives were chosen contingent on the involvement of local aetogsthe contribution to
the reinforcement of peace and security

4 Network of Beekeeping Industry ProfessionalHarnessing the industry and its -re
dynamisationfrom production to marketing requires border collaboration among beekeeping
organisations and between administrative authorities and decentralised technical services.
Actors were officially set up in network at the workshoparganised by ENDRBiapol, the
SWAC and GTZ Peracod in November 2006. Since that time, beekeeping industry professionals
have met again in Brikama (the Gambia) in February 2007. The meeting led to the formulation
of a crossborder Action Plan emphasising joint marketing strategiesmioaisation of quality
and prices as well as sharing available equipment.

4 Crossborder Community Radio Stations Netwarkhe Community Radio Stations Network of
Guinea Bissau, Senegal, and the Gambia (RETRERGENGAM) was created in September
2006 in Oalicunda, Guinea Bissau with the support of ENDé#ypol, the SWAC and GPbcs.

It is made up of elevemember radio stations. Joint activities were planned such as exchanging
experiences, strengthening capacities among technicians and journalisist ediorial line on
topics at the centre of crodsorder issues. In Bignona (Senegal) in February 2007, radio
stations adopted rules and regulations, a vision and joint mission. Training for members was
defined as a network priority.



http://www.oecd.org/document/17/0,3343,en_38233741_38247095_38465681_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/17/0,3343,en_38233741_38247095_38465681_1_1_1_1,00.html

Capacity buildingncludes radio broadcast production, equipment management and IT use as
well as training with regard to the dissemination of information in pomtflict zones.
Particularly aware of the harassment to which populations are subjected while crossing the
border, RETRARC radio station network members submitted a request to ECOWAS proposing
that the texts of free movement of goods and persons be shared with radio listeners.

4 Festival of crosdorder populations Following the workshop officially launching thdopi
operation, ASAPDUFDIK, le CADPas well as the Gambian association Kartong Kabajo Link for
Cooperation joined efforts and strengthened their collaboration in the border zone between
Diouloulou (Senegal Bignona Department) and Brikama (Kombo Soutllestern Region of
the Gambia). The first major activity was to renovate a production route between Diouloulou
and Brikama via Koudioubé. Five hundred people worked on the route to prevent water from
stagnating in large puddles through an ingenious daatbn system so that vehicles could
pass. Awareness raising meetings focusingcooperationthrough crossborder community
initiatives so as to strengthen security in the zone led to the organisation of cultural festival of
crossborder populations in Bvember 2006 (collaboration ENBAapol, GT2Procas and the
SWAC). The Action Plan sets out in particular the creation of community initiatives to deal with
the deterioration of forestry resources, the desalinisation of ciosgler valleys, the easing
road traffic between the two countries through regular consultations between Gambian and
Senegalese transport organisations, etc.

¢KS da{SYS3IIYOAS YSNARAZ2YIfS¢ LIAE20 2LISNIGA2Yy O
work of Enda/Diapol supported lige Austrian ceoperation.

x Kanog Katsinac Maradi ¢ K2M (Nigeriac Niger)

¢ KS integratvd issue is articulatedround the link

Niger between the functioning of border markets, making
Madaoua border crossing easier and fdsecurity. The approach
= Maradi in the K2Mborder area differs from the other pilot

projects as it focuses on the sectoral dimension (cereal
Jibiya j cattle) already identified by a SWAC study produced in

/ \'\\ 4l June 2004. In December 2005, the meeting of the Food

, ' Crisis Prevention Network in the Sahel (RCPA) also

raised the idea of a specific approach focusing on food
security issues in the border Niger/Nigeria zone. Food
product trade between the two countries has played a

determining role in the 2005 food crisis in Niger.

® Association in Support of Peace and/Blepment Initiatives
* Union du Fogny Diabancounda et du Narang.
I 2YAGS RQ!I OGAZY LIdNJ €S 5SSt 21LII8YSyd RS t+F 12yS RSa



Several institutions are involved ihis process: CILSS, FEMES, OCHA, SWAC, UNDP, UNICEF,
WAMISNET, and WFP. After a consultation on the food crisis in Niger, a mission-as@goised in
May 2006 which enabled:

4 Better emphasise crodsorder livestock and cereal trade and its impactfood security;

4 Prepare a crosborder NigefNigerian cooperation process with regard to the livestock and
cereal subsectors and food security.

At the beginning of 2007, two political awarengsssing missions to national authorities and
technical admiistrations in Niger and Nigeria were carried out by the CILSS, REW&nd the
SWAC. In October 2007, a launching workshop was organised in Katsina with the financial support of
the Niamey and Abuja UNDP offices as well as the European Union Delege@zhib Niamey. At

the workshop a tweyear initiative was developed which will be implemented under the auspices of
the NigerNigeria Joint Commission for Cooperation (NNJCC). This initiative created three platforms
(market information, crosvorder movemat of goods and croslsorder movement of capital) and
intends to create a network of wder community radio stationsCurrently it is the subject of a
feasibility study led by the NNJCC financed by the European Union. Theberdss project
feasibility sudies were launched at the end 2007.

2.2. Capitalisation and Dissemination

The WARBI initiative, managed and financed by the SWAC, provides ladl paitners involved with
crossborder cooperation a space in which to capitalise on, disseminate and exchange information:

1 The WABI website http://www.afriguefrontieres.org compiles information on crossborder
dynamics including WABI publicatiomsess articles and external resources. 41 broadcasts are
also available (to be downloaded or listened to) on the site. There are interviews, speeches and
presentations of West African crebsrder initiatives.The @ h 'y (i K S sest@Ppriryidesé
information on thefour ongoing pilotoperations.

1 Various WABI documents and informatisheets(see Annex Rdescribefield experiences or
summarise the progress of pilot operations and workshop®rganised by the SAC and its
partners. They also set out experiences carried out in other parts of the world (Europe, Southern
Africa, etc.).

f Tenissues of thebilingual &Cross. 2 NR S NJ rBafaziméfse® ahéiex 1) This magazin@n
border dynamicss co-produced by the WAC anda Nigerbasedjournalist SudCommunication
Niger). It includes field reports, interviews with hidavel officials and local actoes well as
topical in-depth studies on West African, European and Asian experiences in terms of border
developmentTheCrossBorder Diaries are disseminatéd2 { K S paftrierisin \@e%t African
capitals,in the pilot operation zones, to government services involved in edbosder co
operation in West Africa and to donor representatives in the region. The WABI inii @S Q& Y I A\
partners (ENDM®iapol, DNFMali, GRDR in particular) provide copies upon request.

10


http://www.oecd.org/document/41/0,3343,en_38233741_38247070_39215785_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.afriquefrontieres.org/

2.3. The Development of a Regiondt&egy

Between 2005 and 2007, the local crdewder ceoperation initiative acquired the status of a
regional integratbn strategy in West Africa and Africa:

4 These field initiatives and political lobbying in which the SWAC is involved have led ECOWAS
Heads of State to decide to extend crdssder cooperation to the whole of West AfrfcaA
draft West African legatonvention on crosborder cooperation to which the SWAC Secretariat
contributed will be presented at the end of 2008 at the Heads of Member State Summit.

4 Crossborder cooperation has become a priority in the ECOWAS strategy with regard to free
movement2 ¥ LISNAR2y & |yR 3I22Ra | a AffdzaINIGSR Ay Gf
Free Movement of Persons Departméas well as the ECOWAS 20 Strategic Plan.

4 Swedish Coperation has placed crodmrder cooperation among its priorities in itsemt
support programme for the ECOWAS Commission.

4 ¢KS 22Ay0 {2!'/k9/h2!1{ OGAZ2Y LINRYLI ShordekKS 9 dzNZ
02 2 LISNI A 2y ¢" RegloyaBinditayive Brégammenfor West Africa. UEMOA, which
hosted the first WABI work®p, included in its 2062010 Regional Economic Programme a
crossborder cooperation programme to complement the ECOWAS CIP, centred on six pilot
areas.

4 The Association of European Border Regions (AEBR) which brings together more than 100
European regionsfficially supports the idea of an Afri€aurope Conference on Crelssrder
Cooperation. This Conference, which is included in the ECOWASQ@DD Strategic Plan,
should launch a cooperation process directly linking European and West African bordeisregi
Relations with the AEBR are the result of networking begun in 2004.

4 The Commission of the African Union asked the SWAC and two of the WABI network members
(National Borders Directorate of Mali and Prof. Asiwaju of Nigeria ) to valorise the WestnAfri
experience and provide support in defining a P€rican crossorder cooperation programme.

After a series of restricted working meetings and consultations with member States, the African
LyA2yQa . 2NRSNE t NPAINIF YYS 6uUn62007 iAddis 8bebal Thhe a A Y A :
Programme is currently being launched.

4 In September 2007, Ministers responsible for borders of the Economic Community of Central
African States (ECCAS) asked the Secr@angral to create a crodmrder cceoperation
regiond LINPIRRYYHESaGSte Ay O2KSNBYyOS sAGK GKS I ¥F1
These recommendations were endorsed by Heads of State on 30 October.

®n January 2006, ECOWAS Ministers of Foreign Affairs meeting in Niamey asked ttigeERecretariat to
find the financial means necessary for rapid and wiglege cros$order cooperation in West Africa.
"The FMD has thus set up a specific unit responsible for-trasker cooperation.

11



[Il. PROSPECTS

Significant progress has been made:

4 There is now a regional strategy (and even Athtinental). ECOWAS has included cross
border ceoperation in its 20022010 Strategic Plaand has created a service responsible for
crossborder cooperation.

4 Crosshorder co2 LISNI A2y Aa KSyOS 2FFAOALffe& AyOf dzRS
Euopean Commissiorzermany Sweden, in particular).

4 ¢KNRdzZAK GKAA ¢62NJ =X f20Ff | OG2NA aFNB SYydidSNAyY.
(like UEMOA, the African Union, and even the CEEAC by dissemitatimngloser to the
West African populatiomandbe more attentive to the real issues.

HoweverECOWAS is still facisgveral challenges:

4 Pursuing strategic thinking on the feasibility of a sufficiently flexible croseler co
operation financing mechanism to enable field operators to dire@beive funds (this type
of contract already exists between the European Commission and ECOWAS)

4 Implementing a regional crogsorder cooperation policy once the Convention is adopted

ECOWAS and the African Unienth the support of development parérs,have made crosborder
co-operation a priority. The SWAC,saan initiator of this issuand a close partner of these two
institutions, will pursue itsefforts as a facilitatolin the establishment of these essential regional
instruments.

More speciically, the SWAC proposes to

4 Promote and capitalise on the achievements of cilossler ceoperation in vulnerable
areas ofWest Africa;

4 Develop cros$®order conflict prevention and postonflict management tools.

4 Follow up the CIP process undertaken by ECOWAS and the development of the AU B
Programme.

12



The followingtwo action proposalgto be (ce) financed are put forward along with several activities
that could further be developedupon request.These proposals are open to discussion and can be
readjusted to the neds of local populatinsand regional development strategies

1. Capitalisation/ Information -Sharing on Cross-border Co-operation

It is essential to continue to facilitate/support small crdgsder activities and to
capitalise on experiences and information exchange. This can be facilitated thi
existing communication toolsee 2.2.):

4 ¢KS &/ NRRINI Bdatimeh Sa¢ Y

4 The WABI websitéittp://www.afriquefrontieres.org

4 Various WABI publications.
While institutional communication enabled cressrder cooperation to be a factor of
regional integration, it has encoaged concerned partners to share experiences. ’
circulation of information enabled local actors to capitalise on similar experiel
between geographicaligdistant border areas (between the Senegambia radio netw
and that of SikassBobo Dioulasso) ral to benefit from contact information of
counterparts on both sides of the border (crdssrder directory). It also provided tool:
for the promotion of some ofi KS Ay AGALl (A @S Qa shdet® foi tileh
Senegambian beekeeping professionalsamek). This analytical and synthesis capac
at the multilateral and regional levels is an advantage that should be pursued.

2. Networking/Partnerships  between the North and South in fragile border zones

4 The Sénégambie Méridionale pilot operation currently underway demonstr:
the extraordinary potential of crodsorder cooperation in the conflict prevention
and the management of postonflict situatons. In Europe notably in the Balkans
crossborder coeoperation is greatly brought into play in pesbnflict situations.
This activity falls within the ECOWAS mandate to contribute to security and ste
of the region. It would rely on already etwgy tools (Monitoring Committee in
Senegambia, peace network in Tillabéry, etc.). The first themes to be addrt
could be free movement of persons, border radio stations, etc. The work woul
carried out by an institution based in Brussels which warkspostconflict
European zones. Supported by EU funds allocated to the development of bol
their approach consists of working both with border coomities and the regional
level. This crosgutting activity will benefit from an exchange of experiesc
between Europe and West Africa. An initial undertaking could be carried oL
identified West African border areas arldad to the creation of guidelines
compiling various crossorder ceoperation tools for postonflict zones.

4 The SWAC could also fmdts support on the shared objectiveélkat have not yet
been achieved, in particular, supporting the creation of a partnership am
European and West African border regioi§.A & L2 Ay (0 A a RQOBf
2010 Strategic Plan. This initiatigeud begin with a meeting convened in Vienr
of West African and European border region representatives to share 1
experiences related to education, health, pasirflict infrastructure management

andfinancial mechanisms to be established for crbesder projects.
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ANNEX1:

THE CROSSBORDERDIARIES

The Cross 2 NRSNJ 5AF NASaQ 202S0O00GA@S Aa G2 adAavydzZl g
representatives to foster regional integration processes building on concreteperation projects. B
describing local crodsorder realities in West Africa, thiguarterly bulletin contributes to promoting inter
governmental ceoperation processes.

It is produced with the editorial and financial support of the SWAC, in collaboration with a West
journalist, based in Niamey i@er). Various local partners of the West Africa Borders and Integration Ne
(WAB) contribute through their testimonies to feed information on local crbssder realitiesinto this

bulletin.

_ CROSS-BORDER DIARIES

II "'L !""'vff'..'i".v' iy

Kano-Katsina -Maradi = K2M

Once is not always. Following the habitual wandering of our chroniclers a
the African bordersthis issue makes one stop in the States of Northern Nigt
and Southern Niger. Thanks to the combined efforts of populations, policies
donors, the ECOWAS Crdmader Initiatives Programme is gaining ground. T
special issue financed by the EurapeDelegation of the European Commissit
based in Niamey focuses on the implementation of three coordinat
platforms for improved movement of capital, populations and commerc
trade. This area, with its great dynamic of flows, is described throudfuiten,
economic and security dimensions.

> Issue No. 8, March 2008 Mb)

tive " -8%” frctZtA

The Diaries have decided to explore other boundaries and regions: those v
have received a great deal of media coverage like the United Stétegan

border, others that have been planned out as in China, or which have &
transformed into economic corridors in the great Mekong, those in regi
exiting from crisis such as Kosovo, or where now exist regional highway:
0KS adal Llziz2z O2NNAR2NE Ayl Ay3a dzLJ
areas of interest in West African tuer cooperation: economic concerns
highlighting complementarities, administrative impediments, cultural identi
inter-ethnic links to preserve even under pressure. From this it can
concluded that there is cohesiveness among all border peoples.

> Issue No. 7, September 2075 Mb)

Cross-border Networks

This edition of he Border Diaries is a composite, travelling all along -
alreadySELJX 2 NBR 02NRSNAX Li SEIYAySa
ECOWAS pilot operations in the zones of Nidigieria, MaliBurkina Faso, anc
focuses more on Senegambie Meridionale. It atgmorts on other areas: Dosst
and Gaya embroiled in a passionate debate on the future of a dry pot
meeting in Tillabéri with the aim of curbing the violence linked to borc
transhumance. Out of the field, the Diaries closely follow the developmen
GKS ySg ! TNAOIY !yAz2yQa . 2NRSNJ t N
SELISNASYyOSa IyR (G(KS {21/ Q& 62N] A\
>Issue No. 6, June 200Z,2 Mb)
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