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Workshop summary 
 

This workshop is organized by RIMISP - Latin American Center for Rural Development on rural 

trends, opportunities and policy responses in Brazil, Chile and Mexico. The workshop will 

present and discuss the regional (within countries) imbalances in Latin America, and territorial 

policy responses in Brazil, Chile and Mexico, highlighting how public programs in these 

countries intent to correct disparities and create new opportunities for rural populations.  

 

Chair:  Jean Lebel, Director, Environment and Natural Resource Management, International 

Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada 

OECD: Mario Pezzini, Deputy Director, Public Governance and Territorial Development 

Directorate, OECD 

Panel experts: Manuel Chiriboga, Principal Researcher, RIMISP – Latin American Center for Rural 

Development.  

Presentation: Territorial dynamics in Latin America: Changes in Economic Growth, 

Poverty and Equity from the 1990s to 2000s at the Municipal-level in Mexico, 

Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, 

Brazil and Chile. 

María Angélica Ropert, Independent Consultant, formerly Director of Regional 

Development, Ministry of Interior, Chile. 

Presentation: Programs and Policies in Territorial Economic Development in Chile. 

Antonio Ruiz. ProTerritorios, Ibero-American Cooperation Program in Territorial 

Management.  

Presentation: The Experiences of Brazil and Mexico in Territorial Development with 

emphasis on Rural and Agricultural Development. 

 



Speaker Biographies 
 

 

Jean LEBEL 
Director 

Environment and Natural 
Resource Management 

IDRC 

Environnement et Gestion des 
ressources Naturelles, Centre 

de recherches pour le 
développement international 

(CRDI). 

(Canada) 

Jean Lebel is the Director of the Environment and Natural Resource 
Management program area at the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC).  He is an environmental health specialist by 
training and contributed extensively to the development of 
ecosystem approaches to human health, an innovative way of 
implementing sustainable development principles into an action 
research framework. Dr. Lebel earned a master’s degree in 
occupational health sciences and a graduate diploma in industrial 
hygiene from McGill University in Montréal, as well as a PhD in 
environmental sciences from the Université du Québec à Montréal 
(UQAM).  Dr. Lebel is Associate Editor of the Ecohealth Journal. He is 
also the IDRC President’s representative to the Board of the 
International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), and the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 

 

Mario PEZZINI 

Deputy Director 
Public Governance 

&Territorial Development, 
Directorate 

OECD 
Directeur adjoint 

Gouvernance publique et 
développement territorial 

OCDE 

Mario Pezzini, Deputy Director in the OECD Public Governance and 
Territorial Development Directorate.  Mario Pezzini is in charge of 
the OECD activities that promote regional competitiveness and 
effectiveness of regional policies. In order to advise national 
governments and sub-national authorities, Mario Pezzini 
coordinates the work of the OECD Territorial Development Policy 
Committee, the main international forum for debate in the field of 
regional policy. Twice a year this forum brings together officials 
from prime minister’s offices or national economic ministries from 
the 30 OECD member countries to discuss within three working 
parties: Territorial Indicators, Territorial Policies in Urban Areas, 
and Territorial Policies in Rural Areas. In his work, Mario Pezzini 
liaises between the OECD and ministers, cabinet’s members, and 
high level policy makers. More recently, he has been increasingly 
engaged in promoting dialogue with non-member countries and has 
developed high-level cooperation with International Organisations 
such as the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and 
the Council of Europe. Before joining the OECD, Mario Pezzini was 
Professor in Industrial Economics at the Ecole Nationale Superieure 
des Mines de Paris as well as in US and Italian Universities. On 
several occasions Mr. Pezzini has served as an advisor for 
international organisations (UNIDO, UNDP, and ILO) and think tanks 
in the fields of economic development, industrial organization and 
regional economics such as the Italian economics research institute, 
Nomisa. A member of several governmental advisory boards, Mr. 
Pezzini was also manager in the Regional Government of the Emilia-
Romagna Region in Italy. 



 

Manuel CHIRIBOGA 
Principal Researcher 

RIMISP 

Chercheur Principal, Réseau 
international de méthodologie 
de recherche sur les systèmes 

d’exploitation agricole 
(RIMISP). 

Manuel Chiriboga, Ecuadorian, is Principal Researcher at RIMISP – 
Latin American Center for Rural Development.  He holds a Diploma 
in Economic Development from the Institute for Developing 
Economies, and a Sociology degree from the Catholic University of 
Louvain, Belgium.  Manuel has been Vice-Minister of Agriculture and 
Livestock (2003) and of Trade (2005-2006) in Ecuador.  Previous 
positions include Executive Secretary of the Latin American 
Association of Promotion Organizations (ALOP) and Director of the 
Rural Development Program at the Inter-American Institute for 
Agricultural Cooperation (IICA).  He currently participates in the 
Editorial Council of Rural Journals and is a weekly columnist with El 
Universo, the major newspaper of Ecuador. 

 

María Angélica ROPERT 
Independent Consultant 

Formerly Director of 
Regional Development 

Ministry of Interior 

Consultant indépendant, 
Ancien Directeur du 

Dévelopment Régional, 
Ministère de l'Interieur. 

Chile/Chili 

María Angélica Ropert, Chilean, is consultant in territorial economic 
development.  Economist graduated from the University of Chile, 
from 2006 to 2008 María Angélica was Director of Regional 
Development at the Ministry of Interior in Chile, and Executive 
Director of the Support Program for Sub-national Management 
financed by the Inter-American Development Bank.  She previously 
worked at the Chilean Corporation for Productive Promotion 
(CORFO) in a capacity of Deputy Manager for Development and 
Deputy Manager of the Corporation (2000 – 2005). 



 

Antonio RUIZ 
Pro Territorios 
Ibero-American  

Co-operation Program in 
Territorial Managament 

ProTerritorios, 

 

Programme de coopération 
ibéro-américaine, Gestion 

Territoriale, Pro-
Territotorios. 

Antonio Ruiz, Mexican, is an Agronomist (Technological Institute of 
Higher Studies, Monterrey) with postgraduate studies in 
Development Projects Design and Implementation (University of 
Pittsburg).  He was from 2000 until recently Vice-Minister 
(Undersecretary) for Rural Development in Mexico and has 
previously been Director General of the Mexican Foundation for 
Rural Development. Antonio is playing a most active role in the 
design and implementation of ProTerritorios, an ongoing Ibero-
American Cooperation Program in Territorial Management. 

  


