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New England, USA

• Connecticut

• Maine

• Massachusetts

• New Hampshire

• Rhode Island

• Vermont

• 160,000 square 

kilometers

• 14.3 million residents

• ~ 5th largest U.S. “state”
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• 270 colleges and universities
• Over 900,000 students

Shanghai Jiao Tong Ranking of World Universities

World 

Rank
Institution

Regional 

Rank

1 Harvard University 1

5 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 4

11 Yale University 9

81 Boston University 50

85 Brown University 51

102-150 Dartmouth College 59-75

102-150 Tufts University 59-75

102-150 University of Massachusetts - Amherst 59-75

151-200 University of Connecticut - Storrs 76-98

201-300 Brandeis University 99-137

201-300 University of Massachusetts Medical School 99-137

201-300 University of Vermont 99-137

301-400 University of New Hampshire - Durham 138-164

301-400 University of Rhode Island 138-164

401-500 Boston College 165-196

401-500 Northeastern University 165-196

401-500 University of Connecticut Health Center 165-196

401-500 University of Maine - Orono 165-196

18 colleges and universities in the Shanghai Jiao Tong rankings

• 3 among the top 11 institutions

• 5 among the top 100 institutions
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Economic Impact

Estimated Economic Impact of Higher Education in New England, by State, 2006

Economic Impact

Direct Expenditures 

by Institutions

Full-time 

Employees

Part-time 

Employees

Foreign 

Students

Foreign Student 

Economic Impact

Connecticut 23,898,163,309$         3,180,838,353$         30,687 12,713 7,184 203,174,153$           

Maine 2,559,180,457$           932,412,203$           8,867 4,299 1,475 34,738,368$             

Massachusetts 63,401,995,243$         10,914,111,926$       68,021 21,710 28,009 868,983,710$           

New Hampshire 4,666,527,797$           1,168,832,536$         10,069 5,803 2,031 61,102,084$             

Rhode Island 3,052,221,444$           2,046,176,606$         11,628         4,105 3,477 111,338,866$           

Vermont 2,072,508,598$           762,466,591$           7,742 3,041 960 31,624,969$             

New England 99,650,596,848$         19,004,838,215$       137,014        51,671        43,136        1,310,962,150$         

Source:  New England Association of Schools and Colleges, 2008 (Data represents regionally accredited institutions.)

Innovation
n 2007 New England’s research universities and health 
centers produced:

– 591 new technology licenses or options (4,038 active)

– 64 new start-up companies

– 1,100 new patent applications

– 425 new patents

“Knowledge Economy Index” State Rankings for U.S.

– Massachusetts - 1st

– Connecticut - 7th

– New Hampshire - 15th
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Research & Development

R&D Expenditures

• On a per-capita basis, $256 of R&D expenditures per New 

Englander

• Far outpaces other regions in the United States (2nd rank is 

$179 per person).
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Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Boston analysis of 2000 U.S. Census data
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Collaboration & Visitors

Welcome

Michael K. Thomas
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mthomas@nebhe.org

www.nebhe.org
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Boston, MA 02111
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