
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
Percentage of students in each cluster of learners 
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Figure 2 
Students tend to have positive views, overall of their verbal/reading abilities but are much 

less positive, and in some countries negative overall, of their mathematical abilities 
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Self-concept in reading Self-concept in mathematics

Average level of agreement with statements such as :
             "I learn things quickly in language2 class" 
           "I have always done well in mathematics"

Agree somewhat 1

Disagree somewhat

Neutral attitude

1 Scale has a value of 1 "Disagree", 2 "Disagree somew hat", 3 "Agree somew hat" and 4 "Agree". A value of 2.5 is set as neutral attitude.All country mean stay betw een  2 
"Disagree somew hat" and 3 "Agree somew hat".  
2 Language of instruction in each country.

Source : OECD PISA Database, 2001.Table C3.2.
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Figure 3 
At age 15, boys and girls each have their strong and weak points  

in their approaches to learning 
 

Difference in strength of learner characteristics between boys 
and girls, OECD average

View of own 
mathematical ability 

Confidence in own 
learning efficacy

Preference for 
competitive learning

Interest in mathematics

Effort and persistence

Use control strategies

View of own reading 
ability

Interest in reading
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NB: Scale shows 
standard measure of 
difference ("effect size"); 
0.5 is a medium 
difference; 0.2 or below 
is small. 

 
 
 
 


