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Workshop summary 
 

This workshop will be held as an addition to the main conference programme on 13 October 
2009 from 13:00-15:30.  The panellists will discuss the challenges facing company towns in 
Russia, short-term and long-term strategies, as well as the opportunities to carve a new way 
forward.  This setting will allow participants to share good practice and to discuss new 
developments.  The participants are as follows:  
 

Moderator:   David Elder, Professor, Queen’s University, Canada. 

OECD:  Mario Pezzini, Deputy Director, Public Governance and Territorial 
Development Directorate, OECD 

Panel experts: Savva Shipov, Director of the Department for Federal Relations 
Development, Ministry for Regional Development of the Russian 
Federation. 

Presentation:  Public-private partnership approach: Russia’s looks. 

Mikhail Dmitriev, President, Center for Strategic Research Foundation. 

Presentation: The impact of demographic trends on Russia’s Single 
Industry Towns. 

Andrey Nikolaev, Independent expert. 

Presentation:  Increasing public sector efficiency of Russia’s Single Industry 
Towns. 



Speaker biographies 
 
 

 

David ELDER 
Professor 

Queen’s University 
Canada 

Professeur 
Queen’s Université 

David C. Elder is an Adjunct Professor in the School of Policy Studies 
of Queen’s University, where he teaches courses on Approaches to 
Policy Analysis in the Master of Public Administration program.  He 
was a member of the Public Service of Canada for over 30 years. He 
served in the Privy Council Office (the Public Service department 
serving the Prime Minister of Canada) more than 10 years and was 
the Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet, Machinery of Government, 
from 1998 to 2001. His Public Service career began in 1973, with the 
Department of External Affairs, now the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade. He has had a long association with 
the OECD; he was Director of the International Economic Relations 
Division in the Department, overseeing Canada's relations with the 
OECD; he served as Deputy Permanent Representative of Canada to 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, from 
1989 to 1993; and when he was in the Privy Council Office, he 
represented Canada on the Public Management (now the 
Governance) Committee.   After leaving the Public Service, he has, in 
addition to teaching at Queen's, served as an advisor and consultant 
to the Canadian government and foreign governments, and to 
international institutions and development organizations, on the 
development of public policy and the functioning of public 
institutions. 

 

 

Mario PEZZINI 

Deputy Director 
Public Governance 

&Territorial Development, 
Directorate 

OECD 
Directeur adjoint 

Gouvernance publique et 
développement territorial 

OCDE 

Mario Pezzini, Deputy Director in the OECD Public Governance and 
Territorial Development Directorate.  Mario Pezzini is in charge of 
the OECD activities that promote regional competitiveness and 
effectiveness of regional policies. In order to advise national 
governments and sub-national authorities, Mario Pezzini coordinates 
the work of the OECD Territorial Development Policy Committee, the 
main international forum for debate in the field of regional policy. 
Twice a year this forum brings together officials from prime 
minister’s offices or national economic ministries from the 30 OECD 
member countries to discuss within three working parties: 
Territorial Indicators, Territorial Policies in Urban Areas, and 
Territorial Policies in Rural Areas. In his work, Mario Pezzini liaises 
between the OECD and ministers, cabinet’s members, and high level 
policy makers. More recently, he has been increasingly engaged in 
promoting dialogue with non-member countries and has developed 
high-level cooperation with International Organisations such as the 
World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and the Council 
of Europe. Before joining the OECD, Mario Pezzini was Professor in 
Industrial Economics at the Ecole Nationale Superieure des Mines de 
Paris as well as in US and Italian Universities. On several occasions 
Mr. Pezzini has served as an advisor for international organisations 
(UNIDO, UNDP, and ILO) and think tanks in the fields of economic 
development, industrial organization and regional economics such as 
the Italian economics research institute, Nomisa. A member of 
several governmental advisory boards, Mr. Pezzini was also manager 
in the Regional Government of the Emilia-Romagna Region in Italy. 



 

Mikhail Dmitriev 
President 

Center for Strategic 
Research Foundation 

Président 
Fondation du Centre de 
recherché stratégique  

Dr. Dmitriev has an extensive policymaking experience: he was the 
First Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade in 2000-
2004, First Deputy Minister of Labor and Social Development in 
1997-98, member of the Commission on Economic Reforms of the 
Government of Russian Federation in 1994-95, member of the 
Commission on Legislative Proposal of the President of Russia in 
1993-94, People’s Deputy of the Russian Federation in 1990-1993 
(first democratically elected parliament of the Russian Federation). 
Being a devoted proponent of evidence-based policymaking in 
Russia, Dr.Dmitriev worked in some of the leading Russian think 
tanks: Carnegie Moscow Center of Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace (1996-97, 1998-2000), and Institute for 
Economic Analysis (1994-95).  Dr.Dmitriev played a major role in 
designing Russia’s public sector reforms: pension, health, education 
and administrative reforms, and preparing reforms proposals in the 
area of social services. His current research and policy consulting 
interests include Russian international economic policy, Human 
capital measurement, and Long-term vision of global and Russian 
economic development. 

 

Andrey NIKOLAEV 
Independent expert 

Expert indépendant 

Mr Nicolaev holds a Masters Degree from the Hydrometeorology 
Institute at Leningrad University and a Masters Degree in Finance 
and Economics also from Leningrad University.  He went on to attend 
Stanford Business School where he obtained an MS Degree in 
Management. From 1994-1995 he was Chairman for The Russian 
Federal Center for Project Finance and Technical Assistance in 
Moscow. He went on to become Head of External Debt and Loan 
Department at the General Accounting Chamber of the Russian 
Federation.  From 1997-1998 he was Vice-president of the 
Commercial Bank “Moscow Business World”.  In 1999 he became an 
independent consultant and has worked on various projects 
involving government management, regional social and economic 
policy and financial management. 

 

 

 

 


