
CHAPTER 1

ALTERNATIVES TO UNIVERSITIES REVISITED
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as mathematics and science. These occupational areas tend to have equivalent programmes in 
universities, so transfer appears more natural. These kinds of knowledge-based occupations also 
represent 85% of occupational enrolments in United States community colleges. In many cases the 
occupations for which students are prepared are closer to professions than the older vocations of 
traditional upper secondary level vocational education and they include subjects such as business, 
health studies, information technology and engineering that are also offered by universities. 

The level of occupational programmes offered by non-university institutions is in part a function 
of how the rest of the education system has developed. In countries with strong vocational 
education programmes within upper secondary education and with dual apprenticeship systems, 
such as Austria, Germany and Switzerland, institutions that provide tertiary education outside of 
the universities provide occupational programmes at a higher level, and often at a level (ISCED 
level 5A) equivalent to the programmes offered by universities. Where upper secondary vocational 
education is weaker, as in the United Kingdom and the United States, tertiary education outside of 
universities is provided within institutions that also provide lower level vocational preparation. 

Traditionally, the image of vocational education has been dominated by older lower-status 
vocational programmes provided at the upper secondary level. This can influence the status of 

Note: Entries are arranged in order of the percentages of total enrolments at ISCED 5A and 6.

1. ISCED levels 4-6 are defined in Box 1.1. ISCED level 2 refers to lower secondary education, and ISCED level 3 to upper secondary 
education.

2. Or nearest year.

Source: OECD. 

Data for Figure 1.2, p. 45.

 Figure 1.2 Total enrolments in selected non-university tertiary institutions, by ISCED level,1 20012 (%)
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1. Advanced research programmes are missing.
Source: OECD.
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Data for the figures

Data for Figure 1.1 

Persons aged 15 and over participating in tertiary education by type of programme, 2001 (%)

 ISCED levels

2 3 4 5B 5A 6 Total

Australia (TAFE colleges)

Austria (upper secondary vocational schools)

Japan (colleges of technology)

Austria (Akademien)

France (IUTs)

New Zealand (polytechnics)

Canada (community colleges)

Ireland (institutes of technology)

Norway (university colleges)

Netherlands (Hogescholen)

Austria (FHS)

Finland (polytechnics)

Germany (FHS)

23

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

51

68

60

0

0

48

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

12

28

0

0

0

20

32

11

1

0

0

0

0

14

4

40

100

100

18

48

64

6

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

15

20

26

93

98

100

100

100

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

<1

<1

0

0

0

0

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

Note: Entries are arranged in order of the percentages of total enrolments at ISCED 5A and 6.

1. ISCED levels 4-6 are defined in Box 1.1. ISCED level 2 refers to lower secondary education, and ISCED level 3 to upper secondary education.

2. Or nearest year.

Source: OECD. 

Data for Figure 1.2 
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