


What is a Joint Learning Study? 
A Joint Learning Study (JLS) is a new and innovative method for sharing 
knowledge on key policy issues between countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) region and OECD countries as part of the 
OECD-MENA Governance Programme. 

The JLS methodology supports integrity and corruption prevention 
mechanisms de� ned in the United Nations Convention against Corruption 
(UNCAC). This methodology is especially suitable for testing progress 
and supporting reforms. 

A JLS report covers speci� c areas of interest for Arab countries, adapting 
the OECD peer review methodology to the country context. One of the 
key elements of this methodology is the involvement of experts from both 
Arab and OECD countries in the assessment process to ensure an in-
depth policy discussion among peers. 

What are the objectives? 
 to assess the progress made by a given country in integrity and 
corruption prevention policies and practices;

 to provide policy recommendations to support the successful 
implementation of� reforms in Arab countries in line with international 
good practices; 

 to foster policy dialogue and mutual learning across Arab and OECD 
countries.

The JLS is a “joint” activity which requires close co-operation between 
Arab and OECD countries. It is also a “learning” activity as all experts 
involved in the project learn from each other. 

A series of JLS projects for Arab countries � nanced by the UK Department 
for International Development is scheduled for 2009-2010. 

Who can participate?
This initiative brings together experts from Arab and OECD countries as 
well as a wide range of national and international stakeholders interested 
in exchanging experiences and mutual learning for capacity building in 
Arab countries. 

The JLS is open to all interested Arab countries. The JLS methodology 
was successfully tested in the pilot project in Morocco. The JLS projects 
on public procurement and code of conduct were launched in Yemen and 
Jordan respectively. Other countries in the region, such as Algeria, Egypt, 
Lebanon, the Palestinian National Authority, Mauritania, Morocco and 
Tunisia have expressed their interest in applying the JLS methodology to 
the � eld of integrity in their respective countries. The JLS methodology 
was also applied in Iraq.

How are the topics selected?
The main focus area of a JLS is determined together with the participating 
Arab country on the basis of priorities related to the elements of Chapter 
II of UNCAC on Preventive Measures. Integrity in public procurement, 
implementation of codes of conduct and preventive anti-corruption 
bodies are among the main areas chosen by the participating countries 
so far. Other topics related to corruption prevention measures, such as 
con� ict of interest, � nancial disclosure, public reporting, preventive anti-
corruption policies and practices can be covered in future JLS projects.  

What is the JLS methodology?
In order to facilitate mutual learning among peers, a Joint Learning Study 
involves the following main stages:

Stage 1. Preliminary research and stakeholder identi� cation 
Preliminary research is conducted by the OECD Secretariat using 
the information provided by the participating Arab country and other 
available data . This initial phase includes the preparation of a factsheet 
for data-gathering on the main aspects of the main aspects of the 
selected focus area as well as the identi� cation of interviewees and 
target organisations. 

Stage 2. Fact-� nding � eld mission 
The Review Team conducts an assessment of the country’s system 
in order to agree on the main � ndings for the progress report. The 
� eld mission is a key feature of the process, and involves relevant 
stakeholders in charge of policy and practice in gathering and verifying 
the information in the � eld. 

Stage 3. Discussion and approval of the study
The � nalisation of the report includes a consultation with the 
participating Arab country and all stakeholders on the basis of � ndings 
and conclusions. The JLS report is discussed at regional conferences, 
thereby supporting a broader exchange of experience and lessons 
learned. 

OECD Joint Learning Study on Morocco: Enhancing Integrity in Public 
Procurement 

This JLS examines Morocco’s progress in modernising public procurement, with 
a special focus on � ghting corruption and enhancing integrity. The study covers 
the entire public procurement process, from assessing needs to awarding and 
managing the contract. It reviews the legislative, institutional and practical aspects 
of the management and control of public procurement in Morocco to frame policy 
recommendations for improvement. 

The Review Team who participated in the assessment were policy experts from 
Dubai, France, Canada and the OECD Secretariat. The Review Team conducted a 
series of interviews with high-level public of� cials in the Moroccan government, as 
well as with representatives from the private sector and NGOs. The � nal JLS Report 
on Enhancing Integrity in Public Procurement in Morocco is available on the OECD 
website www.oecd.org/gov/ethics/JLS.


