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OPENING PLENARY  

 

Mr. Angel Gurría  
Secretary General, OECD 

 

Born on 8 May 1950, in Tampico, Mexico, Angel Gurría came to the OECD 

following a distinguished career in public service, including two ministerial 

posts. From December 1994 to January 1998 he was Mexicos͍ Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and from January 1998 to December 2000 he was the minister of 

Finance and Public Credit.  As OECD Secretary-General, since June 2006, he has 

reinforced the OECD͍s role as a Ăhub ͍ for global dialogue and debate on 

economic policy issues while pursuing internal modernization and reform. Next 

to this,Mr. Gurría is an active participant in various international not-for-profit 

bodies, including the Population Council, based in New York, and the Center for 

Global Development based in Washington. He is a member of the International 

Advisory Board of Governors of the Centre for International Governance Innovation, based in Canada, and 

was the first recipient of the Globalist of the Year Award of the Canadian International Council to honor 

his efforts as a global citizen to promote trans-nationalism, inclusiveness, and a global consciousness. Mr. 

Gurría holds a B.A. degree in Economics from UNAM (Mexico), and a M.A. degree in Economics from 

Leeds University (United Kingdom). He speaks Spanish, French, English, Portuguese, Italian and German. 

 

Dr. Mahmoud Mohieldin 
Minister of Investment, the Arab Republic of Egypt 

 

Dr. Mohieldin was born in Egypt in 1965. He received his Bachelor of Science 

in Economics, with highest Honors, First in Order of Merit, from Cairo 

University, Egypt. In 1989 he received a Diploma in Quantitative Development 

Economics, from Warwick University, England and in 1990, he received a 

Master of Science in Economic and Social Policy Analysis from University of 

York, England, and in 1995, he received his Ph.D. in Economics from University 

of Warwick, England. Dr. Mohieldin has been the Minister of Investment of the 

Arab Republic of Egypt since 2004 and is a Member of the General Secretariat 

of the National Democratic Party, the majority Party in the Arab Republic of 

Egypt. In addition he is a Professor in Financial Economics, Faculty of 

Economics and Political Science, Cairo University. Dr. Mohieldin holds leading 

positions in numerous think tanks, research centers and academic institutions. He has worked as an 

Economic Advisor to the Minister of State for Economic Affairs from 1995 to 1997; Senior Economic 

Advisor to the Minister of Economy & Foreign Trade from 1997 to 1999; and Senior Advisor to the 

Minister of Foreign Trade from 1999 to 2002. He has served as a Member of several Boards of Directors. 

Dr. Mohieldin has published several papers and studies in the areas of Financial Economics, Financial 

Reform, Prudential Regulation, Trade in Services, Globalization, Exchange Rate and Monetary Policies, 

Corporate Governance and Competition Policy. 
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Dr. Ibrahim Assane Mayaki 
Chief Executive Officer, NEPAD  
 

Mr. Ibrahim Assane Mayaki of the Republic of Niger is the new Chief Executive 

Officer of the Secretariat of the New Partnership for Africa's Development 

(NEPAD), headquartered in Midrand, South Africa. Mr. Mayaki, born in 1951, 

holds a Masters degree from the National School of Public Administration 

(Enap), Québec, Canada and a PhD in Administrative Sciences from the 

University of Paris I, France. He worked as a Professor of Public Administration 

in Niger and Venezuela. Between 1996 and 1999 he was successively appointed 

Minister in charge of the African Integration and Cooperation and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs. In November 1997, he was appointed Prime Minister, a function 

he held until January 2000. In August 2000, he set up the Analysis Centre for 

Public Policy. He is the author of the book entitled "Quand la caravane passe..." 

relating his political career. From 2000 to 2004, Mr Mayaki was a guest Professor at the University of 

Paris XI. In 2004, he was appointed as the Executive Director of the Platform in support of Rural 

Development in West and Central Africa, the Rural Hub, based in Dakar, Senegal, from where he was 

recruited as NEPAD CEO. 

 

Marco Vinicio Ruiz-Gutiérrez 
Minister for Foreign Trade, Costa Rica 

 

He is an Industrial Engineer graduated from Universidad de Costa Rica (UCR), 

obtained his Masters degree in Business Administration from New York 

University (NYU). He has developed business activities in the fields of agro-

industry, technology and agriculture. Marco Vinicio Ruiz has had an outstanding 

performance as a leader of the business sector at local, regional and continental 

levels. He has served in many high-profile positions, both at national and 

international level. He has participated actively in the coordination of 

negotiations of trade agreements with Mexico, Dominican Republic and Chile. 

As a President of the National Business Council for the Free Trade Agreement 

between Central America and United States (CONCAUSA, in Spanish) and the 

Central American Business Council, he coordinated the participation of the Costa 

Rican private sector in CAFTA negotiations. He has been an international advisor for the private sector of 

Ecuador in negotiations of Free Trade Agreements between Andean countries with United States. He has 

served in several working groups both at governmental and legislative levels and published a wide variety 

of articles about foreign trade-related policies in national and business fields. He has received several 

accolades, among which ï on behalf of the Costa Rican Solidarity Movement ï Solidarity Businessman of 

the Year. The Costa Rican Chamber of Commerce granted him the Commercial Award of Merit. The 

Costa Rican Chamber of Food Industries granted him the Award for Industrial Effort. The Central 

American Federation of Chambers of Industries acknowledged his contribution to the CAFTA negotiation 

process. 
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Carolyn Ervin 
Director, Directorate for Financial and Enterprise Affairs, OECD 

 

Carolyn H. Ervin is the OECD Director for Financial and Enterprise Affairs 

(DAF). Her Directorate helps governments to improve the domestic and global 

policies that affect business and markets. It works in the fields of anti corruption, 

corporate governance, competition law and policy, investment, financial markets, 

insurance, private pensions and private sector development. OECD member 

governments are the principal clients, but the Directorate and its committees also 

have extensive relations with non-OECD countries that wish to improve their 

economies and become more integrated in the global economy. The Directorate 

and its committees also engage in extensive consultations with business, labour, 

professional communities and civil society in order to enrich their work and build 

constituencies for it. During over twenty years at the OECD, Carolyn Ervin has 

held posts in several areas. She was director of the secretary-generalôs office from 2000 to 2005. As 

counselor in DAF in the 1990s she led the project to negotiate the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention and 

was a main drafter of the OECD Jobs Study. During the 1980s and 1990s she handled programme and 

budget issues in the secretary-generalôs office, and helped to set up the Centre for Co-operation with the 

Economies in Transition. Prior to joining the OECD Carolyn Ervin spent six years in the United States 

diplomatic service. Carolyn Ervin is a U.S. citizen. She has a B.A. and an M.A. in Economics from 

Stanford University. She is married and has one daughter. 

 

Dr. Karl P. Sauvant 
Executive Director, Vale Columbia Center on Sustainable International Investment 

 

Dr. Karl P. Sauvant is the founding Executive Director of the Vale Columbia 

Center on Sustainable International Investment, Senior Research Scholar and 

Lecturer in Law at Columbia Law School, Co-Director of the Millennium Cities 

Initiative, and Guest Professor at Nankai University, China. Until July 2005, 

Dr. Sauvant was Director of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development's (UNCTAD) Division on Investment, Technology and Enterprise 

Development (DITE), the focal point in the UN system for matters related to 

foreign direct investment (FDI) and technology, as well as a major interface with 

the private sector. While at the UN, he created, in 1991, the prestigious annual 

World Investment Report, of which he was the lead author until 2004. He is the 

author of, or responsible for, a substantial number of publications on issues related to economic 

development, FDI and services. In 2006, he was elected an Honorary Fellow of the European International 

Business Academy. He received his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1975.  

 

James Zhan  
Director of the Investment and Enterprise Division (UNCTAD) 

 

Mr. James Zhan is Director of the Investment and Enterprise Division at United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). The Division under 

his direction is the focal point in the United Nations System dealing with 

investment and enterprise development issues. It conducts research and policy 

analysis, builds international consensus among 193 countries and provides 

technical assistance to institutions in over 150 countries. Mr. Zhan provides 

overall guidance and management to the key programmes/products including 

World Investment Report, FDI/TNC statistics, FDI study series, investment 

policy reviews, investment promotion and facilitation, international investment 

agreements, World Investment Forum, international standards for accounting and 

reporting, entrepreneurship training, corporate social responsibility, and 
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intellectual property. Mr. Zhan has over 20 years of international and national experience in the area of 

investment and enterprise development. This includes advising many governments in formulating 

investment policies and building investment promotion capacities, facilitating intergovernmental 

conferences and negotiations, and leading a number of research and policy analysis projects. Mr. Zhan 

holds a PhD degree in international economics, and was research fellow at Oxford University. He is author 

(or co-author) of a number of books and articles on economic and legal issues.     

 

 

Jeremy Gaunt has been Reuters European Investment Correspondent, based in 

London, since 2002. Prior to that he was bureau chief for Greece and Cyprus, in 

Athens, senior EU correspondent in Brussels and a financial reporter in 

New York. Before joining Reuters in 1990, he covered U.S. politics and culture 

for The Economist and was a reporter for Congressional Quarterly in Washington 

D.C., specializing in elections. He won State Street's Investment Correspondent 

of the Year in 2006.  

 

 

 

 

SPEAKERS 

 

 

Sedat Aybar, Assoc. Professor of Economics, BSc. (Econ), MA (London), PhD 

(London), is the Head of Economics Department and the Director of Middle-

eastern and African Studies Centre at the Kadir Has University in Istanbul. He 

taught, researched and published on a variety of topics that includes, International 

Economics, Banking and Finance in Economic Development, Development 

Economics, Central Bank Independence, African economies and Turkey. He has 

worked as a consultant to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Overseas 

Development Agency (ODA) and the UNDP. He is the Director of joint 

Executive MBA Program of Kadir Has University with Fordham University of 

New York. He teaches distant study courses at graduate level at University of 

Londonôs, Centre for Finance and International Management (CeFiMS). He has 

also worked for the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in London, England. He is currently the country 

team leader (Turkey) for a joint research project, Emerging Markets Global Players (EMGP) with the Vale 

Columbia Centre of the Columbia University in New York.  

 

Fernando Cepeda Ulloa 
Ambassador of Columbia, Paris, France 

 

Fernando Cepeda Ulloa has been Ambassador before the OAS in Canada and in 

the United Kingdom; Colombian Permanent Representative before the United 

Nations;  Minister of Government, of Communications, and Plenipotentiary 

Minister in Washington and Business Responsible; Vice-minister for Economic 

Development; Chancellor in charge and Vice-chancellor of the Universidad de 

los Andes; Director and Professor, Department of Political Science; and Director 

of the Centre for International Studies. 

Jeremy Gaunt 
Reuters European Investment Correspondent, London 

Sedat Aybar 
Associate Professor of Economics, Kadir Has University, Istanbul, Turkey 
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Jeremy Clegg 
Head of International Business Division, University of Leeds Business School 

 

 Is Jean Monnet Professor of European Integration and International Business 

Management at Leeds University Business School, University of Leeds. His chair 

is supported by the European Commission. 

His research interests include the determinants of foreign direct investment by and 

into developed and developing countries, and the impact of foreign-owned firms 

on the productivity and performance of firms in developing countries, particularly 

China. He is leading a project on outward foreign direct investment by Chinese 

firms in the UK and the EU, and has recently been working on an Engineering and 

Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) research project on the 

determinants of productivity, and international productivity differences in 

services. Previously he held appointments at the universities of Bath, Reading, Swansea and Exeter. 

He recently spent seven months as a visiting fellow at UNCTAD (the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development) in Geneva, working with the team that produces the annual World Investment Report, 

on a collaborative project to investigate the impact of national policy changes, such as regulatory changes 

and regional integration, on the international investment behaviour of firms and the international flow of 

foreign direct investment. He served as Chair of the Academy of International Business, United Kingdom 

& Ireland Chapter, from 2001 to 2007. 

 

Karim Dahou 
Executive Manager, NEPAD-OECD Africa Investment Initiative, OECD Secretariat 

 

Mr Karim Dahou was named Executive Manager of the NEPADOECD Africa 

Investment Initiative in July 2008. Mr Dahou is responsible for the operational 

leadership and management of the Initiative: defining its strategic aims and 

objectives; directing its high level meetings; and overseeing core activities, 

including country investment reviews. Before joining the Initiative, he held 

several related positions in international trade and investment, notably in Africa. 

He has previously served as a senior advisor to the Africa Partnership Forum 

Support Unit, where he worked on investment in Africa in the framework of the 

German G8 Presidency. Mr Dahou has also previously served as the Chief of 

Staff to the Executive Secretary of the Pan-African NGO Enda, where he also 

launched and managed the policy think-tank Diapol. He is a graduate of the Paris 

Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po) and holds a Masters degree in law from La Sorbonne University. 

 

Stephan J. Dreyhaupt 
Head of Research & Knowledge, Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), World 
Bank Group 

 

Stephan J. Dreyhaupt is the Head of Research & Knowledge at the Multilateral 

Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) of the World Bank Group. Stephan has 

over 15 years of professional experience with international finance institutions, 

having advised governments in more than 40 member countries as well as worked 

with corporations engaged in foreign direct investment across a broad range of 

issues related to investment climate, risk mitigation and knowledge 

dissemination.  Prior to joining the World Bank Group, Mr. Dreyhaupt worked 

for the German federal investment promotion program based in New York 

(NYC), the World Trade Center Vancouver (Canada), and a strategic consulting 

firm in Berlin (Germany). Mr. Dreyhaupt holds a PhD in International Economics 

from the European Business School, an MBA from the Technical University 

Berlin and an MA from Johns Hopkins University (SAIS).  
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Haruo Funabashi 
Visiting Professor, Hitotsubashi University, Graduate School of International Corporate 
Strategy. CEO, SIRIUS INSTITUTE Inc. 

 

Mr. Funabashi served as a government official for thirty-three years after he 

graduated from the Faculty of Law at the University of Tokyo. He joined the 

Ministry of Finance in 1969. Mr. Funabashi has served as Deputy Vice-Minister 

of Finance for international affairs, Deputy Commissioner, National Tax 

Administration, Secretary-General, Securities and Exchange Surveillance 

Commission, Vice-Minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport. He founded 

the SIRIUS INSTITUTE Inc., a think tank in the field of business ethics and 

economic ethics in 2003. He is the author of many books on history and 

philosophy, including:  ñLandscape with the Fall of Icarusò (1983); ñThe 

window at the Age of Isolation, Nagasaki 1569-1868ò (1986); ñA Journey 

toward the Native Land of Japanese Economyò (2000); ñJapanese wisdom and 

Economic ethicsò (2001); ñThe secret of long-lived Japanese companiesò (2003); ñThe Sirius Method ï A 

methodology to strengthen the power against corporate irregularitiesò (2007) etc ( in Japanese ). More 

recently he published ñTimeless Ventures ï 32 Japanese companies that imbibed 8 principles of longevityò 

by TATA McGrawhill (in English).  

 

Kathryn Gordon 
Head of the Freedom of Investment unit, OECD 

 

Kathryn Gordon is a senior economist in the Investment Division of the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).  Kathryn is 

currently working on the role of national security and of emergency responses to 

financial crisis in international investment policy. Earlier, she was one of the 

main Secretariat participants in the negotiations that led up to the successful 

review of the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and was 

responsible for OECD research on corporate responsibility. In earlier positions at 

the OECD, she dealt with fiscal, tax and regulatory issues. Prior to taking her 

position at the OECD, Kathryn was a professor at a French business school 

(École Supérieure des Sciences Économiques et Commerciales).  She is a US 

citizen and has been a resident of France for more than 20 years.  She obtained a 

PHD and an MBA-Finance from the University of California, Berkeley before moving to France.   

 

David Hallam 
Deputy Director, Trade and Markets Division, United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation 

 

David Hallam is Deputy Director of the Trade and Markets Division at the 

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation in Rome where he leads 

work on agricultural commodity market analysis, agricultural trade and 

development issues and food and agricultural trade policy. He has recently 

completed a major study on the 2007-2008 food price hike. He is now leading 

FAO's work on international investment in agriculture and has written 

extensively on this subject. He is leading FAOôs collaboration with the World 

Bank, UNCTAD and IFAD on the development of international guidelines for 

international agricultural investment, especially investment in land in 

developing countries. He is the editor of FAOôs flagship publication The State 

of Agricultural Commodity Markets and is Secretary of the Committee on 

Commodity Problems. Before moving to FAO in 1999, he taught Agricultural Economics in the University 


