[image: image1.jpg]





The Hon Peter McGauran MP







Deputy Leader of the House; Minister for Science
Peter McGauran was Minister for Science from March 1996- October 1997 and from November 2001 to the present.  During the terms of the previous government, he had been the Opposition Shadow Minister for Science, Technology and Energy from 1988 to 1996.
As Minister for Science, Mr McGauran is a member of the Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation Council which comprises Ministers and representatives of science research agencies and other science and industry groups.  The Council provides the Government with a source of independent advice on issues of science, engineering and innovation.   
The Minister for Science has responsibility for major science programs including the Cooperative Research Centres Program (which brings together universities, research organisations and industry to undertake long term, excellent research and innovation), the Major National Research Facilities Program (contributes competitive funding for large infrastructure facilities) and the Innovation Access Program (facilitates access by Australian researchers and private firms to global research and technologies).  
Mr McGauran was instrumental in securing government approval to build a replacement nuclear research reactor, due for completion in 2005-06, and he has responsibility for reprocessing of reactor fuel rods and arrangements for dealing with storage of radioactive waste.
Australia’s major public sector research agencies – CSIRO, the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation and the Australian Institute for Marine Science – report to Mr McGauran as does the Australian Government’s Chief Scientist.
Mr McGauran had responsibility for a major policy initiative to develop Australia’s first set of national research priorities, which were announced in December 2002.  Currently he oversights implementation of the priorities by all Commonwealth Government public sector research agencies.
Before entering parliament, Mr McGauran qualified and practised as a barrister and solicitor.
