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EAG 2008: Three main findings

r A rising tide in the demand for high -level qualifications
¸ 8 million more students in tertiary systems than back in 1995 

(share of age cohort moving into university level education 
rose from 37% to 57%)

¸ Strong labour -market incentives suggest further expansion
ðLarge and often growing earnings and employment differentials

ðGrowth in skilled jobs

r Current approaches to the financing of higher 
education under pressure
¸ In spite of recent and considerable increases in spending 

levels, expenditure in some countries could not keep up with 
rising demand, particularly in countries finding difficulties 
mobilising private resources

r Spending patterns can be explained by policy choices
¸ Link between spending levels and outcomes tenuous
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Growth in university -level qualifications
Approximated by the percentage of the population that has attained tertiary -type  A 
education  in the age groups 25-34 years, 35 -44 years, 45 -54 years and 55 -64 years) (2006)
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Science has benefited most from the expansion
Ratio of 25 -to -34-year -olds with ISCED 5A and 30 -to -39-year-olds with ISCED 6 levels of education to 55 -to -64-

year-olds with ISCED 5A and 6 levels of education , by fields of education (2004)
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Number of tertiary science graduates per 100 000 
employed 25-to -34-year-olds (2006)
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Trends in university -level graduation output
First -time graduation rate at the tertiary -type A level
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Tertiary -type A graduation rates by 
gender in 2006 (first time graduation)
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Contribution of international students 
to university graduate output 

Percentage of tertiary qualifications awarded to international students (2005) 
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Distribution of foreign students 
by country of destination

Percentage of foreign tertiary students reported to the OECD 
who are enrolled in each country of destination (2006)

C3.2
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Trends in international education market shares 
Percentage of all foreign tertiary students enrolled by destination
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Note: The data on the mobility of international students presented are not comparable with data on foreign
students in tertiary education (defined on the basis of citizenship ) presented in pre-2006 editions of 
Education at a Glance . 
1. Year of reference 2005.

Percentage of international students enrolled 
in tertiary education 

International students who travelled to a different country for the purpose 
of tertiary study (2006)
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Entry rates into tertiary -type A education
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1. Entry rate for tertiary type A programmes is calculated as gross entry rate in 2006.
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Across OECD countries tertiary systems are now providing for 
around 8 million more students than back in 1995
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Proportion of students who enter a tertiary programme
but leave without at least a first tertiary degree (2005)
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Entry rates at tertiary education compared to 
population leaving without completing tertiary

education (2005)
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So what?

Has the increasing supply of well -educated labour been 
matched by the creation of high -paying jobs? 

Will one day everyone have a university degree 
but work for the minimum wage?
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Skilled jobs (ISCO 1 -3) Tertiary attainment (5B, 5A/6)

Note : For the United States, ISCO groupings 3 and 9 are not separated and thus distributed among
remaining ISCO categories .  A1.1

In OECD countries, the proportion of skilled jobs in the economy is
generally larger than the potential supply of tertiary educated
individuals . For countries in which work-based learning is central to 
occupational advancement, this difference is large. In a few countries, 
tertiary attainment matches or marginally exceeds the proportion of 
skilled jobs, so that further expansion of higher education will to some
extent depend on the growth of skilled jobs in the coming years. 
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Changes in skilled jobs and tertiary attainment
between 1998-2006
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Change in tertiary attainment (ISCED 5/6) in the 25 -to -64-year-old population between 1998 and 2006

Change in skilled occupations (ISCO 1 -3) in the 25 -to -64-year -old population between 1998 and 2006

Difference between skilled jobs and tertiary educated in the 25 -to -64-year-old population (2006)

1. Change in survey methodology between 1998 and  2006 influences the comparability . 
2. The year of reference is 1999, not 1998.
3. ISCO groupings 3 and 9 are not separated and thus distributed amongremaining ISCO categories . 

For countries with large differences in skilled jobs and tertiary
attainment levels, the fundamental question is whether higher growth in 
skilled occupations could be achieved if more individuals with tertiary
education were available to the labour market or whether labour market
experience and adult learning is sufficient to provide the necessary
skills . 
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Below upper secondary education Tertiary - type B education Tertiary - type A and advanced research programmes

Females
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Relative earnings from employment for females
By level of educational attainment and gender for 25 -to -64-year-olds (upper 

secondary and post -secondary non-tertiary education=100) 
(latest available year)

1. Year of reference 2002. 3. Year of reference 2004.
2. Year of reference 2003. 4. Year of reference 2005.
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Below upper secondary education Tertiary - type B education Tertiary - type A and advanced research programmes

Males
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Relative earnings from employment for males 
By level of educational attainment and gender for 25 -to -64-year -olds 

(upper secondary and post -secondary non-tertiary education= 100) latest 
available year

1. Year of reference 2002. 3. Year of reference 2004.
2. Year of reference 2003. 4. Year of reference 2005.

Males with a degree from a tertiary -type A or advanced
research programme have a substantial earnings premium in
the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland that is close to
100%.




