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Two international EFA frameworks
Millennium 
Declaration (2000)

Dakar Framework for Action (2000)

Eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger

Expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood care and 
education , especially for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children.

Achieve universal 
primary education

Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult 
circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and 
complete free and compulsory primary education of good quality.

Promote gender 
equality and empower 
women

Ensuring that the learning needs of all young people and adults are met 
through equitable access to appropriate learning and life skills 
programmes .

Reduce child mortality Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015, 
especially for women, and equitable access to basic and continuing 
education for all adults.

Improve maternal health Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005, 
and achieving gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on 
ensuring girlsô full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of 
good quality.

Combat HIV/AIDS, 
malaria and other 
diseases

Improving all aspects of the quality of education and ensuring excellence of 
all so that recognized and measurable learning outcomes are achieved by all, 
especially in literacy, numeracy and essential life skills.

Ensure environmental 
sustainability

Develop a global 
partnership for 
development



Purposes of presentation

ÂHighlight thinking on education as a lever 
for economic growth and social equity  

- Status in terms of equity in education in 
the world

- Situation in Latin America and the 
Caribbean

ÂSome key messages



Dimensions of equity

ÂSocio-economic

ÂResidential (rural/urban)

ÂEthnic

ÂGender

ÂDemographic

Â Individual
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Out-of-school children 2004, million

77 million children still not in primary 
school

Á Drop of 20 million 
since 1999, mainly in 
South Asia

Á Half in sub-Saharan 
Africa

Á One-third in India, 
Nigeria, Pakistan and 
Ethiopia



Who is out-of-school?
Rural, poor, uneducated mother
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(9%) 
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Progress towards gender parity
About two-thirds of countries out of 181 with data have achieved parity in primary 
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Only one-third of countries out of 177 with data have achieved parity in secondary 

49 countries out of 149 with data had achieved parity overall in 2002
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Literacy remains elusive

One in five adults ï781 million ï
lack basic literacy skills

Two-thirds are women, one in 
four adult women  

The vast majority live in South 
and West Asia, sub-Saharan 

Africa and East Asia


