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Spaces for Interaction?

Influencing the quality , relevance and impact
of higher education outcomes

Alastair Blyth
OECD Programme on Educational Building

Programme on Educational Building (PEB)

1. Innovation in design to meet 

educational needs.

2. Evaluation of procurement 

policy and practice.

3. School safety and security.

Work in 2009-10 will include: 

Analysis of facilities used by universities and their regional partners
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Future OECD work on higher education facilities
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UNIVERSITIES
DYNAMIC

CHANGING

FACILITIES
FIXED

SUPPORTIVE

MANAGE

Facilities should be supportive

Student expectations

Regional opportunity

University:

Hub for knowledge exchange

Driving change:

ÅEngagement with business in the regions

ÅTechnology

ÅPedagogy

ÅStudent expectations

Åé..

Atrium, University of Warwick, JISC_infonet

Value of informal space for knowledge 

exchange
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InformalSpecialisedGeneric
Features:
ÅTimetabled
ÅUse by all
ÅConstrained

Features:
ÅTimetabled
ÅSpecific functions
ÅSpecialised equip.

Features:
ÅNo timetable
ÅUse by anyone
ÅFlexible

Implications:
ÅManage timetable
ÅExpensive if 

mismanaged

Implications:
ÅManage timetable
ÅInflexible
ÅExpensive

Implications:
ÅHard to manage
ÅSelf-directed
ÅExchange space

PATTERNS OF LEARNING

1. Anytime, anywhere

2. Collaborative

3. Immersive

4. Mixed

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington D.C.
Source: PEB Compendium 2006

1. Anywhere, anytime:
group; individual; wireless
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2. Collaborative

- a social activity

Library: Saltire Centre, Glasgow Caledonian University, Scotland

Simulator: National Maritime College, Ireland. 
Source: PEB Compendium 2006

3. Immersive: simulation

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington D.C.
Source: PEB Compendium 2006

4. Mixed
Face-to-face mixed with on-line
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Vikki Normaalikoulu, Helsinki, Finland
Source: PEB Compendium 2006

Is this TRADITIONAL approach 

still relevant?

Flexibility

SPATIAL TECHNOLOGICAL ORGANISATIONAL

Location for regional engagement

Photograph used by permission of 

Cambridge Science Park
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Rethink the portfolio?

Flexible

Leased

Shared with 

partners

On-demand

Short-term

Project start-ups 

with partners

Core

Owned

Brand / Image

Future PEB work on HE facilities:

ÅRegional engagement: Implications

ÅCase studies from regions

ÅIdentify regional and national policy issues

Of  the 75 institutions in 

existence in the western world in 

1520, 60universities are still in 

recognisable form. 
Clark Kerr, Former President of California University


