
5

Table of Contents

Table of Contents

Foreword ................................................................................................................................................ 3

List of Tables in Prologue and Source Notes ......................................................................................... 6

List of Basic Tables ................................................................................................................................. 7

Acknowledgements ............................................................................................................................... 10

Preface .................................................................................................................................................... 11

Introduction ............................................................................................................................................ 13

Prologue: The Pioneers of Macromeasurement .................................................................................. 15

HS–1: 29 West European Countries ..................................................................................................... 25

Source notes and estimates 1500, 1600, 1700, 1820-2001 annually

HS–2: Western Offshoots (Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the United States) ...................... 71

Source notes and estimates, 1500, 1600, 1700, 1820-70 at decade intervals, 1870-2001 annually
Estimates for 1500-1870 show indigenous and white settler economies separately

HS–3: A. East Europe and the Former USSR ...................................................................................... 91
Source notes and estimates for 8 countries (within 1989 frontiers)
1820, 1850, 1870, 1890, 1900, 1913 and annually wherever possible since 1920

B. 7 Successor States of Former Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia .......................................... 103

C. 15 Successor States of Former USSR ................................................................................... 107

HS–4: Latin America ........................................................................................................................... 113
Source notes and estimates for 47 countries for 1820, 1850, 1870 and annually since 1900
wherever possible

HS–5: Asia ............................................................................................................................................ 151

Source notes and estimates for 16 East Asian countries for 1820, 1850 and annually since 1870
wherever possible

Estimates for 26 East Asian and 15 West Asian countries annually 1950-2001

HS–6: Africa ......................................................................................................................................... 189

Source notes and annual estimates 1950–2001 for 57 countries,
estimates for sample countries and Africa as a whole, 1, 1000, 1500, 1600, 1700, 1820, 1870, 1913

HS–7: The World Economy, 1950–2001 .............................................................................................. 225

Source notes and estimates for world and major regions 1950–2001 annually

HS–8: The World Economy, 1–2001 AD ............................................................................................. 241

Source notes and estimates for world and major regions, 11 benchmark years, 1–2001 AD

Select Bibliography .............................................................................................................................. 265



6

The World Economy: Historical Statistics

List of Tables in Prologue and Source Notes

Table 1 Gross Domestic Expenditure in England and Wales in 1688 ............................................ 17
Table 2 Structure of British Gross Domestic Expenditure, 1688 and 1996 .................................... 18
Table 3 Mulhall’s 1896 Guidelines for Estimates of Value Added by Sector of Economic Activity ....... 23

Table 1–1 Population and GDP in Modern and Habsburg Austria, 1830–1913 ................................. 26
Table 1–2 The Impact of Frontier Changes on German GDP, 1870–1991 ......................................... 28
Table 1–3 Economic Growth in Ireland (Irish Republic) and the United Kingdom, 1820–2001 ....... 32
Table 1–4 Population and GDP: 13 Small West European Countries, 1950–2001 ............................ 33

Table 2–1 Population and GDP of Australia, 1700–1870 .................................................................... 71
Table 2–2 Population and GDP of the United States, 1700–1870 ..................................................... 71
Table 2–3 Alternative Measures of Australian Sector Growth and Structure, 1861–1938/9 .............. 73
Table 2–4 Alternative Estimates of Australian Real GDP, calendar years 1861–1938 ....................... 74
Table 2–5 Population and GDP of Canada and New Zealand, 1700–1870 ........................................ 76

Table 3–1 Good and Ma Proxy Measures of Per Capita GDP ............................................................. 94
Table 3–2 Maddison Estimates of Per Capita GDP and Proxies derived from Good and Ma ............ 94
Table 3–3 Eastern Europe and Russia: Population and GDP, 1500–1820 ........................................... 95

Table 4–1 The Economies of the Americas: Five regions, 1500–2001 .............................................. 114
Table 4–2 Ethnic Composition of the Americas in 1820 .................................................................... 115
Table 4–3 Net Non–Slave Migration to the Americas, 1500–1998 ................................................... 115
Table 4–4 Arrivals of African Slaves in the Americas, 1500–1870 .................................................... 115
Table 4–5 GDP and Population in 24 Small Caribbean Countries, 1950–2001 ................................. 119

Table 5–1 Population of Undivided India, Bangladesh and Pakistan, 1820–1946 ............................. 152
Table 5–2 Population of Korea, North and South, 1820–1950 ........................................................... 153
Table 5–3 16 East Asian Countries: GDP Conjectures and Estimates, 1820–1913 ............................ 154
Table 5–4 Population and GDP in 20 Small East Asian Countries, 1950–2001 ................................. 155
Table 5–5 26 East Asian Countries: Conjectures and Estimates for GDP, 1820–1913 ....................... 155
Table 5–6 West Asian Population, GDP and Per Capita GDP, 1820–1913 ......................................... 156
Table 5–7 Turkish Population, GDP and Per Capita GDP, 1820–1950 ................................................ 157
Table 5–8 Total Asian Population, GDP and Per Capita GDP, 1820–1913 ......................................... 158

Table 6–1 African Population, 1–2001 AD ......................................................................................... 190
Table 6–2 Tentative Conjectures of African GDP and Per Capita GDP, 1–1820 AD.......................... 191
Table 6–3 World Gold Output by Major Region, 1493–1925 ............................................................ 194
Table 6–4 Akan (Ghanaian) Gold Production, 1400–1900 ................................................................. 194
Table 6–5 Slave Exports from Black Africa, 650–1900, by Destination ............................................ 194
Table 6–6 Egyptian Population, GDP and Per Capita GDP, 1820–2001 ............................................. 197
Table 6–7 Algerian Population, GDP and Per Capita GDP, 1820–2001 ............................................. 198
Table 6–8 Ghanaian Population, GDP and Per Capita GDP, 1820–2001 ............................................ 198
Table 6–9 Length of Railway Line in Service, 1870–1913 ................................................................. 199
Table 6–10 African GDP and Population Movement, 1820–2001 ....................................................... 200
Table 6–11 Alternative Estimates of 1990 African GDP Levels by ICP and PWT ............................... 201

Table 7–1 Coverage of World GDP Sample and Proportionate Role of Proxy Measures, 1820–2001 ... 226
Table 7–2 Nature of PPP Converters Used to Estimate GDP Levels in the Benchmark Year 1990 ... 230
Table 7–3 Annual Change of World GDP, IMF and Maddison Measures, 1970–2001 ...................... 231

Table 8–1 Amendments to GDP Estimates in Maddison (2001) for 1820–1950 ............................... 244
Table 8–2 Comparison of Maddison Per Capita GDP Levels

and Prados’ Proxies, 1820–1900 ......................................................................................... 247
Table 8–3 The Chinese/West European Dichotomy, 1–2001 AD ...................................................... 249



7

Table of Contents

List of Basic Tables

HS–1

Table 1a Population of 12 West European Countries, 1500–1868 (2 pages) ................................... 34
Table 1a Population of 12 West European Countries, 1869–1918 (2 pages) ................................... 36
Table 1a Population of 12 West European Countries, 1919–1969 (2 pages) ................................... 38
Table 1a Population of 12 West European Countries, 1970–2003 (2 pages) ................................... 40
Table 1a Population of 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1500–1868 ............................ 42
Table 1a Population of 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1869–1918 ............................ 43
Table 1a Population of 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1919–1969 ............................ 44
Table 1a Population of 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1970–2003 ............................ 45

Table 1b GDP Levels in 12 West European Countries, 1500–1868 (2 pages) ................................. 46
Table 1b GDP Levels in 12 West European Countries, 1869–1918 (2 pages) ................................. 48
Table 1b GDP Levels in 12 West European Countries, 1919–1969 (2 pages) ................................. 50
Table 1b GDP Levels in 12 West European Countries, 1970–2001 (2 pages) ................................. 52
Table 1b GDP Levels in 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1500–1868 .......................... 54
Table 1b GDP Levels in 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1869–1918 .......................... 55
Table 1b GDP Levels in 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1919–1969 .......................... 56
Table 1b GDP Levels in 4 West European Countries and Total WEC, 1970–2001 .......................... 57

Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 12 West European Countries, 1500–1868 (2 pages) ........................... 58
Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 12 West European Countries, 1869–1918 (2 pages) ........................... 60
Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 12 West European Countries, 1919–1969 (2 pages) ........................... 62
Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 12 West European Countries, 1970–2001 (2 pages) ........................... 64
Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 4 West European Countries and Average WEC, 1500–1868 .............. 66
Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 4 West European Countries and Average WEC, 1869–1918 .............. 67
Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 4 West European Countries and Average WEC, 1919–1969 .............. 68
Table 1c Per Capita GDP in 4 West European Countries and Average WEC, 1970–2001 .............. 69

HS–2

Table 2a Population of Western Offshoots, 1500–1899 ................................................................... 81
Table 2a Population of Western Offshoots, 1900–1955 ................................................................... 82
Table 2a Population of Western Offshoots, 1956–2003 ................................................................... 83

Table 2b GDP Levels in Western Offshoots, 1500–1899 ................................................................. 84
Table 2b GDP Levels in Western Offshoots, 1900–1955 ................................................................. 85
Table 2b GDP Levels in Western Offshoots, 1956–2001 ................................................................. 86

Table 2c Per Capita GDP in Western Offshoots, 1500–1899 ........................................................... 87
Table 2c Per Capita GDP in Western Offshoots, 1900–1955 ........................................................... 88
Table 2c Per Capita GDP in Western Offshoots, 1956–2001 ........................................................... 89

HS–3A

Table 3a Population of Former Eastern Europe and USSR, 1820–1949 ............................................ 96
Table 3a Population of Former Eastern Europe and USSR, 1950–2003 ............................................ 97

Table 3b GDP Levels in Former Eastern Europe and USSR, 1820–1949 .......................................... 98
Table 3b GDP Levels in Former Eastern Europe and USSR, 1950–2002 .......................................... 99



8

The World Economy: Historical Statistics

Table 3c Per Capita GDP in Former Eastern Europe and USSR, 1820–1949 ................................... 100
Table 3c Per Capita GDP in Former Eastern Europe and USSR, 1950–2002 ................................... 101

HS–3B

Table 3a Population of Successor Republics of Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia, 1950–2003 ......... 104
Table 3b GDP Levels in Successor Republics of Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia, 1990–2001 ...... 105
Table 3c Per Capita GDP in Successor Republics of Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia, 1990–2001 ...... 105

HS–3C

Table 3a Population of Successor Republics of USSR, 1950–2003 (2 pages) .................................. 108
Table 3b GDP Levels in Successor Republics of USSR, 1973–2002 (2 pages) ................................ 110
Table 3c Per Capita GDP in Successor Republics of USSR, 1973–2002 (2 pages) .......................... 110

HS–4

Table 4a Population of 8 Latin American Countries, 1820–1913 ..................................................... 121
Table 4a Population of 8 Latin American Countries, 1914–1949 ..................................................... 122
Table 4a Population of 8 Latin American Countries, 1950–2003 ..................................................... 123
Table 4a Population of 15 Latin American Countries, 1820–1949 (2 pages) ................................... 124
Table 4a Population of 15 Latin American Countries, 1950–2003 (2 pages) ................................... 126
Table 4a Population of 47 Latin American Countries, 1820–1949 ................................................... 128
Table 4a Population of 47 Latin American Countries, 1950–2003 ................................................... 129

Table 4b GDP Levels in 8 Latin American Countries, 1820–1913 .................................................. 132
Table 4b GDP Levels in 8 Latin American Countries, 1914–1949 .................................................. 133
Table 4b GDP Levels in 8 Latin American Countries, 1950–2001 .................................................. 134
Table 4b GDP Levels in 15 Latin American Countries, 1820–1949 (2 pages) ................................. 135
Table 4b GDP Levels in 15 Latin American Countries, 1950–2001 (2 pages) ................................. 137
Table 4b GDP Levels in 47 Latin American Countries, 1820–1949 ................................................ 139
Table 4b GDP Levels in 47 Latin American Countries, 1950–2001 ................................................ 140

Table 4c Per Capita GDP in 8 Latin American Countries, 1820–1913 ............................................ 142
Table 4c Per Capita GDP in 8 Latin American Countries, 1914–1949 ............................................ 143
Table 4c Per Capita GDP in 8 Latin American Countries, 1950–2001 ............................................ 144
Table 4c Per Capita GDP in 15 Latin American Countries, 1820–1949 (2 pages) ........................... 145
Table 4c Per Capita GDP in 15 Latin American Countries, 1950–2001 (2 pages) ........................... 147
Table 4c Per Capita GDP in 47 Latin American Countries, 1820–1949 ........................................... 149
Table 4c Per Capita GDP in 47 Latin American Countries, 1950–2001 ........................................... 150

HS–5

Table 5a Population of 16 East Asian Countries, 1820–1913 (2 pages) ........................................... 160
Table 5a Population of 16 East Asian Countries, 1914–1949 (2 pages) ........................................... 162
Table 5a Population of 16 East Asian Countries, 1950–2003 (2 pages) ........................................... 164
Table 5a Population of 15 West Asian Countries, 1950–2003 (2 pages) .......................................... 166
Table 5a Population of 26 East Asian Countries, 1950–2003 ........................................................... 168
Table 5a Population of 57 Asian Countries, 1820–2001 ................................................................... 169



9

Table of Contents

Table 5b GDP Levels in 16 East Asian Countries, 1820–1913 (2 pages) ......................................... 170
Table 5b GDP Levels in 16 East Asian Countries, 1914–1949 (2 pages) ......................................... 172
Table 5b GDP Levels in 16 East Asian Countries, 1950–2001 (2 pages) ......................................... 174
Table 5b GDP Levels in 15 West Asian Countries, 1950–2002 (2 pages) ....................................... 176
Table 5b GDP Levels in 26 East Asian Countries, 1950–2001 ......................................................... 178
Table 5b GDP Levels in 57 Asian Countries,1820–2001 ................................................................. 179

Table 5c Per Capita GDP in 16 East Asian Countries, 1820–1913 (2 pages) ................................... 180
Table 5c Per Capita GDP in 16 East Asian Countries, 1914–1949 (2 pages) ................................... 182
Table 5c Per Capita GDP in 16 East Asian Countries, 1950–2001 (2 pages) ................................... 184
Table 5c Per Capita GDP in 15 West Asian Countries, 1950–2002 (2 pages) ................................. 186
Table 5c Per Capita GDP in 57 Asian Countries, 1820–2001 .......................................................... 188

HS–6

Table 6a Population of 57 African Countries, 1950–2003 (7 pages) ................................................ 202
Table 6b GDP Levels in 57 African Countries, 1950–2001 (7 pages) .............................................. 210
Table 6c Per Capita GDP in 57 African Countries, 1950–2001 (7 pages) ........................................ 218

HS–7

Table 7a World Population by Region, 1900 and 1950–2001 .......................................................... 232
Table 7b World GDP by Region, 1900 and 1950–2001 ................................................................... 233
Table 7c World Per Capita GDP by Region, 1900 and 1950–2001 .................................................. 234
Table 7a Year–to–Year Percentage Change in World Population, by Region, 1950–2001 ............... 235
Table 7b Year–to–Year Percentage Change in World GDP Volume, by Region, 1950–2001........... 236
Table 7b Year–to–Year Percentage Change in World Per Capita GDP, by Region, 1950–2001 ....... 237
Table 7a* Alternative UNPD World Population Estimates by Region, 1950–2000 ........................... 238
Table 7a** World Population: Confrontation of UNPD and USBC–Maddison Estimates .................... 239

HS–8

Table 8a World Population, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD .................................... 256
Table 8a Rate of Growth of World Population, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD ...... 257
Table 8a Share of World Population, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD...................... 258
Table 8b World GDP, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD .............................................. 259
Table 8b Rate of Growth of World GDP, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD ................. 260
Table 8b Share of World GDP, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD................................. 261
Table 8c World Per Capita GDP, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD .............................. 262
Table 8b Rate of Growth of World Per Capita GDP, 20 Countries and Regional Totals, 1–2001 AD .... 263


