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Source: IFRC World Disaster Report 2007  
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1988-2007

Å76% of all disasters 

are climate-related

Å Account for 45% of 

deaths

Å79% of economic 

losses
Source: EM-DAT : The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database. 

http://www.em-dat.net, UCL - Brussels, Belgium
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Å Climate change impacts will be 
differently distributed among different 
regions, generations, age, classes, 
income groups, occupations and 
genders

Å The poor, primarily but by no means 
exclusively in developing countries, will 
be disproportionately affected. Their 
reliance on local ecological resources, 
coupled with existing stresses on 
health and well-being, and limited 
financial, institutional and human 
resources leave the poor most 
vulnerable and least able to adapt to 
the impacts of climate change (IPCC 
2001)

Human Face



International Union for Conservation of Nature - Office of the Global  Senior Gender Adviser

Å Natural disasters, when they strike, do 
not discriminate between people.  
Disasters have no mind.  Anyone and 
everyone in the disaster zone is affected

Å However, whereas disasters do not 
discriminate against people, humans 
most certainly do

Å In the aftermath of disasters, humans 
perpetuate social patterns of 
discrimination, and these entrenched 
patterns of discrimination cause certain 
groups of people to suffer more 

Human Face
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ÅAvoid being simplistic and 
just seeing women (due to 
their sex) as the VICTIMS

ÅWomen are not vulnerable 
because they are "naturally 
weaker": women and men 
face different vulnerabilities 
due to their gender condition. 
Many women live in 
conditions of social exclusion

Causes of difference
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Å Vulnerability depends in large part on 

the assets (physical, financial, 

human, social, and natural)  

available: the more assets, the less 

vulnerable one person is

Å Worldwide, compared to men, 

women tend to have more limited 

access to resources that would 

enhance their capacity to adapt to 

climate changeðincluding land, 

credit, agricultural inputs, decision-

making bodies, technology and 

training services 

Causes of difference
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Facts- not anecdotes
London School of Economics 

analyzed disasters in 141 countries 

-decisive evidence that gender 

differences in deaths from natural 

disasters are directly linked to 

womenôs economic and social 

rights.  When womenôs rights are 

not protected, more women than 

men will die from disasters.  The 

study also found the opposite to be 

true: in societies where women and 

men enjoy equal rights, disasters kill 

the same number of women and 

men 
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What does this means?

That women 

EMPOWERMENT

should be one of the 

priorities in 

adaptation and risk 

reduction 

strategies/initiatives
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But what are the other linkages in 
relation to gender, adaptation and 

mitigation strategies?
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Women are 
powerful agents of 

change and their 
leadership is critical.
Women have always 

been leaders in 
community 

revitalization and 
natural resource 

management
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ÅWomen from many 
indigenous communities 
possess repertoires of 
ñcoping strategiesò that they 
have traditionally used to 
manage climate variability

ï In Rwanda, women are 
reported to produce more than 
600 varieties of beans

ï Peru Aguaruna women plant 
more than 60 varieties of 
manioc
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ÅMen and women have different 
roles with regard to forest 
resource management. They 
play different parts in planting, 
protecting or caring for 
seedlings and small trees, as 
well as in planting and 
maintaining homestead 
woodlots and plantations on 
public lands

ÅWomenôs role in reforestation, 
deforestation and aforestation

Forest+ REDD


