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Increased competition can improve a country’s economic performance, open business
opportunities to its citizens and reduce the cost of goods and services throughout the
economy. But numerous laws and regulations restrict competition in the marketplace. Many
go further than necessary to achieve their policy objectives. Governments can reduce
unnecessary restrictions by applying the OECD’s new “Competition Assessment Toolkit”.
The Toolkit provides a general methodology for identifying unnecessary restraints and
developing alternative, less restrictive policies that still achieve government objectives.

One of the main elements of the Toolkit is a Competition Checklist that asks a series of
simple questions to screen for laws and regulations that have the potential to unnecessarily
restrain competition. This screen focuses limited government resources on the areas where
competition assessment is most needed.

The materials can be used by governments in three main ways:

1. Inan overall evaluation of existing laws and regulation (in the economy as a
whole or in specific sectors)

2. In the evaluation of draft new laws and regulations (for example, through
regulatory impact assessment programs at the centre of government)

3. By government bodies engaged in development and review of policies, such
as ministries that develop laws or the competition authority in its evaluation
of competitive impacts of regulations.
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