
 

   

 

 

Second meeting of the Advisory Group on Responsible Business Conduct 
along Agricultural Supply Chains 

 

 A joint FAO-OECD initiative 
 

Summary Record 
 

OECD Conference Centre, Paris, 26 June 2014, 2-5pm 
 
The meeting aimed at discussing the draft guidance sent to the members of the Advisory Group on 6 
June 2014. It was attended by representatives of OECD countries as well as institutional investors, agri-
food companies and civil society (cf. list of participants below). Several members of the Advisory Group 
were not able to attend the meeting but had sent written comments prior to the meeting.  
 
The Chair of the Advisory Group, Mr. David Hegwood, USAID Senior Food Security Advisor, reminded 
participants of the objectives of the FAO-OECD initiative, the role of the Advisory Group and the process 
already undertaken to develop this first draft of the guidance. Since the first meeting of the Advisory 
Group held on 16 October 2013, two conference calls were organised on 10 February 2014 and on 28 
May 2014 to discuss respectively about the terms of reference for developing the guidance and the 
outline of the guidance. 
 
Mr. Pascal Liu, International Investment Team Leader at the FAO Trade and Markets Division, then 
provided an update on the Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems 
developed by the Committee on World Food Security (CFS-RAI). Negotiations of Draft 1 of these 
principles were held on 19-24 May and additional negotiations are planned on 4-8 August to finalise the 
draft principles that would then be endorsed at the 41st session of the CFS in October 2014. 
 
Mr. Karim Dahou, Executive Manager at the OECD Investment Division, and Ms. Coralie David, Policy 
Analyst at the OECD Investment Division, briefly introduced the draft guidance, explaining its structure 
and sharing the main comments that had been received from members so far.  
 
Participants could then provide general and detailed comments on the draft guidance. Overall, they 
were quite satisfied with the draft. The following suggestions were made by one or more participants:  
 
- The guidance should be more user-friendly, either by shortening it, changing its structure, or adding 

cross-references, and then converting it into a web-based tool; 

- Some concepts may be clarified as some stakeholders may not be familiar with them. A glossary 
could be added to define for instance customary and legitimate rights and free, prior and informed 
consent; 

- While the guidance can be too prescriptive in some places, it could be strengthened in some 
sections, such as on displacement. The need for land-based compensation could be mentioned 
earlier; 

- The purpose of the model policy should be made more explicit to clarify that such policy should not 
necessarily be incorporated into the RBC policy of an enterprise as such but that it rather highlights 
the state of the art policy and can either be used as a basis for designing a RBC policy or to help fill 
the gaps of an existing RBC policy; 



 

   

 

- The status of this document for National Contact Points should be explained better; 

- The discussion clarified that the guidance covered all the stakeholders involved along agricultural 
supply chains, and not only those investing but also those simply operating along such chains. The 
guidance could be tailored to various types of investors by providing specific examples applying to 
certain types of investors. Such analysis could also be developed at a later stage; 

- Participants actively supported the inclusion of animal welfare in the guidance, highlighting that this 
issue is becoming increasingly important, in particular in light of the intensification of production 
methods; 

- The section on environment could be strengthened, including by adding references to soil health, 
greenhouse gas emissions from livestock, good agricultural practices, biodiversity and the CITES 
convention; 

- References to waste reduction, corporate governance, and aquaculture should be added; 

- Lessons learnt from other sectors such as textile could be mentioned, and the extensive experience 
of the OECD and NCPs could be exploited further. 

 
As regards the next steps identified in section 5 of the draft guidance, it was agreed to consult with a 
wider group of stakeholders, including institutional investors, agri-food companies and civil society 
organisations, through the civil society mechanism of the Committee on World Food Security for 
instance and by participating to various events, including Expo Milano 2015 ‘Feeding the planet, energy 
for life’ and the French week of responsible investment. In addition, participants suggested adding 
concrete examples of how this guidance could be used by investors such as Rabobank, drawing from 
interviews with various investors. Participants underlined the need for ensuring that the Advisory Group 
agrees with the proposed next steps to ensure any work is demand-driven. 
 
Written comments on the draft guidance can be sent to the OECD and FAO Secretariats until 31 July. 
These comments as well as comments received prior to and during the meeting will be incorporated in a 
revised version of the guidance that will be shared to a wider network of stakeholders in September and 
presented to the Working Party on Responsible Business Conduct and the Working Party on Agricultural 
Policies and Markets in October and November 2014. 
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