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Prime Minister Caied Essebsi, Minister Triki, Assistant Secretary of State Fernandez, 

Dear Ministers, your Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

 It is a great pleasure to be with all of you today to open the first major meeting on 
investment of this post-revolution period rightly entitled « New Tunisia, new 
opportunities ». Indeed, Tunisia has gone through a peaceful revolution and initiated an 
exemplary process of democratic transition, which has set a critical precedent in the Arab 
world. The success of this transition process is critical for both the Arab countries and the 
international community. At the same time, it depends on the ability to meet the very 
strong aspirations of the Tunisian people for both political and economic progress and, 
ultimately, on the quality and the quantity of foreign and domestic investment.  

 In this very specific context, the OECD is extremely keen to deepen its cooperation with 
the Tunisian government. It has for long cooperated with Tunisia on governance and 
investment policy issues in the context of the MENA-OECD Initiative. Tunisia has played a 
leading role in the work of this initiative and is currently co-chairing two of its Working 
Groups, namely the Working Group on SME Policy, Entrepreneurship and Human Capital 
Development as well as the Working Group on Public Service Delivery, Public Private 
Partnerships and Regulatory Reform. For the last six years, this Initiative has brought 
together policy makers, representatives from the private sector, academics and other 
stakeholders to build strong partnerships based on policy dialogue, experience sharing 
and mutual benefit. They have leveraged the expertise of the OECD -- its internationally 
recognised good practices, expert networks and support in implementing reforms -- to 
guide policy reforms. In turn, the OECD has learnt, and will continue to learn much from 
its MENA partners. 

 Ladies and gentlemen, while this cooperation on governance and investment was already 
important to address employment challenges in the past, it has become even more 
crucial in the current context, where people’s expectations have dramatically increased.  
Foreign and domestic investment are key for growth and job creation, thereby for 



reducing inequality and improving standards of living, and this calls for a sound 
investment climate. The quality of the investment environment, in turn, relies on high 
standards of integrity, transparency and predictability, support for small and medium-
sized businesses and the vigourous promotion of Tunisia as an investment destination.  

 

 Tunisia is today in the process of adhering to the OECD Declaration on International 
Investment and Multinational Enterprises. The adherence to the Declaration constitutes 
a commitment to improve the investment climate and encourage the positive 
contribution multinational enterprises can make to economic and social progress and 
minimise and resolve difficulties which may arise from their operations. 

 

 Tunisia has a longstanding tradition in terms of FDI policy. It has endeavoured since the 
1970s to become an attractive destination to international investment. It has 
substantially enhanced its capacity to mobilise FDI, despite difficult global economic 
conditions and strong competition for international investment. Its ratio of foreign 
investment to GDP rose from 2% in 1996 to 4% in 2009. FDI flows have increased from 
EUR 400 million per annum for the period 1995-2005 to EUR 1.7 billion per annum over 
the period 2006-2009. These strong records have come under pressure following the 
political unrest earlier in the year. FDI fell by 24.5% year-on-year from EUR 299 million in 
the first four months of 2010 to EUR 226 million. However, there are some signs of 
optimism. Indeed Exports rose by 11.1% y-o-y in the first four months of 2011 to EUR 
4.09 billion and outpaced import growth by 5.1%.  

 The process of adhering to the OECD Declaration on International Investment and MNEs 
clearly shows the commitment of the Tunisian government to promote high standards of 
investment protection and is a strong signal sent to international investors. This 
adherence process should also contribute to achieving the government’s objective of 
accelerating the country’s integration into the world economy and of fostering policy 
dialogue with the investment community.   

 

 Finally, ladies and gentlemen, the Tunisian revolution has opened a historic opportunity 
for democratization and for addressing socio-economic inequalities by refocusing public 
policy on the immediate needs of the population. Tunisia is going through profound 
changes today that pose many challenges but also offer new opportunities. The OECD 
with its large experience in promoting policies that aim to improve the economic and 
social well-being of people around the world, stands ready to work together with Tunisia 
towards strengthening public institutions, improving people’s livelihoods and stimulate 
economic prosperity.    

 I wish you all a successful Conference and thank you for your attention. 


