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About the Open Day and OECD work on competition

OECD Competition Open Day offers a unique opportunity to anyone interested in competition policy and enforcement to 
learn more about cutting-edge topics being recently addressed by the OECD Competition Committee. 

The OECD Competition Committee is at the forefront of debate on competition policy and enforcement. Bringing together 
the leaders of competition authorities, it promotes the regular exchange of views, analysis and best practices on key 
competition policy issues. The Committee’s work is supported by the Competition Division within the OECD Directorate 
for Financial and Enterprise Affairs. www.oecd.org/daf/competition

About the OECD 

The OECD is a forum in which governments compare and exchange policy experiences, identify good practices in light 
of emerging challenges, and promote decisions and recommendations to produce better policies for better lives. The 
OECD’s mission is to promote policies that improve economic and social well-being of people around the world. 
www.oecd.org

MEDIA PARTNERS

WEB oe.cd/comp-open-day-20  
       #OECDcomp @OECD_BizFin          
       oecd-competition-law-and-policy
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26 February 2020 
 

OECD Conference Centre, Paris (Room 1) 
 

AGENDA 
 

08:30-09:30 Networking Breakfast offered by the OECD 

09:30-10:00 Opening Session 

09:30-09:45 
 

Opening remarks 
António Gomes, Acting Deputy Director, Directorate for Financial and Enterprise Affairs, OECD  

09:45-10:00 Keynote Address on Agency perspective on competition in the digital age  
Margarida Matos Rosa, President, Autoridade da Concorrência, Portugal 

10:00-11:30 Keynote panel: Competition in the Digital Age 

 This keynote panel will discuss the future of competition policy in the digital economy, focussing on the potential 
role for pro-competitive regulation. The panel will discuss the recommendations of the different reports, identify 
areas of agreement and explore the reasoning where the recommendation diverge. Finally, the session  
will explore implementation and the role for international cooperation on the issues that have been identified. 

Moderator Antonio Capobianco, Acting Head, Competition Division, OECD 

Panellists Jacques Crémer, Professor of Economics, Toulouse School of Economics 
Amelia Fletcher OBE, Professor of Competition Policy at the Centre of Competition Policy and  
Norwich Business School, University of East Anglia and Non-Executive Director, Competition and 
Markets Authority (CMA), United Kingdom 
A. Douglas Melamed, Professor of Law, Stanford Law School 

11.30 – 12.00 Coffee Break offered by PaRR 

12:00 – 13.30 First panel: FinTech, Big Tech and Competition 

 The financial sector has seen rapid innovation in the past decade, with significant impact on consumers, 
the market for financial intermediation, and on regulation. This panel will discuss the rise of FinTech, 
Big Tech in the provision of financial services, and how the use of algorithms, big data, blockchain, 
peer-to-peer lending and crowdsourcing are changing the role of the intermediary. The pace of innovation 
in the sector also poses a challenge for regulators in keeping a level playing field while striking the right 
balance between fostering innovation and preserving financial stability. 

Moderator Ania Thiemann, Competition Expert, OECD 

Panellists Janos Barberis, Head of Entrepreneurship & Academic Board Member, Centre for Finance, 
Technology and Entrepreneurship (CFTE) and Founder & CEO, SuperCharger 
Sarah Court, Commissioner, Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) and  
Associate Commissioner, New Zealand Commerce Commission 
Jason Maude, Chief Technology Advocate, Starling Bank 
Joel Rosenbaum, Head of Strategy and Corporate Development, Global Digital Division, Banco Santander 
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13.30 – 14.30 Lunch Break 

14:30 – 14:45 OECD Competition Trends 2020 - Publication Launch 

Angel Gurría, Secretary-General, OECD 

14:45 – 16:15 Second panel: Competition in Labour Markets 

 Recent research in the US and Europe links concentration of employers’ market power with a reduction 
in the level of wages. A number of other factors may also contribute to increasing employers’ market 
power. These include information asymmetries, difficulties in changing jobs linked to the heterogeneous 
preferences of workers, and the widespread use of non-compete agreements. The more limited sway of 
today’s trade unions may not countervail this power effectively. This session will discuss the 
characteristics of labour input markets, the factors facilitating the creation and exploitation of 
monopsony power, and its effects on workers and consumers. It will also explore the role of competition 
authorities and the challenges they face in tackling employer monopsony power. 

Moderator Cristina Volpin, Competition Expert, OECD 

Panellists 

 

Andrea Bassanini, Senior Economist, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs Directorate, OECD  
Eric A. Posner, Kirkland & Ellis Distinguished Service Professor of Law, University of Chicago 
Nancy L. Rose, Head of the Department of Economics and Charles P. Kindleberger Professor of Applied 
Economics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
Tommaso M. Valletti, Head of the Department of Economics & Public Policy, Imperial College 
Business School, and former Chief Economist, European Commission's DG COMP 

16.15 – 16.45 Coffee Break offered by PaRR 

16.45 – 18.15 Third panel: Merger Control in Dynamic Markets 

 The competition dynamics observed in rapidly-evolving sectors, such as high-technology, consumer 
services and online retail, are challenging the role of competition authorities in merger control. In this 
session, we will debate whether authorities should expand the timeframe of merger review, in order to 
capture the long-term effects of mergers on investment and innovation, in addition to traditional 
short-term price effects. We will also debate practical solutions to adapt merger enforcement in the 
context of dynamic markets. 

Moderator Pedro Gonzaga, Competition Expert, OECD  

Panellist Giulio Federico, Head of Unit, Chief Economist Team, DG COMP, European Commission 
Gail Levine, Deputy Director, Bureau of Competition, Federal Trade Commission, United States 
Geoffrey Manne, President & Founder, International Center for Law and Economics 
Helder Vasconcelos, Vice President, Compass Lexecon 

18:15 – 18:30 Concluding Remarks 

 Antonio Capobianco, Acting Head, Competition Division, OECD 

18.30 – 20.30 Cocktail Reception offered by the OECD, Buffet du Parc, OECD Conference Centre 

 
 
 
 



OECD Competition & Global Relations

Using its vast storehouse of expertise accumulated over the past 50 years, the OECD has created a range of 
mechanisms to engage with authorities around the world to help reinforce their competition framework. Two 
annual fora and the three regional centres for competition disseminate the work of the OECD Competition 
Committee around the world. 

Capacity building remains a cornerstone of the OECD’s competition global relations activities. Through bilateral 
or regional workshops, training, and advice, the OECD targets the specific needs of participating authorities 
on topics ranging from cartel prosecution, merger analysis, competition economics for both specialists and 
non-specialists, abuse of dominance, legislative drafting and studies in sector specific regulation. Fighting bid 
rigging in public procurement and competition assessment of laws and regulations are the OECD’s flagship 
training programmes. 

www.oecd.org/competition/globalrelations  

Competition Assessment

Laws, regulations or other government-imposed barriers can unduly restrain market 
activities. One important step to eliminate these restraints is “competition assessment”, 
that is, the evaluation of policies to find those unnecessarily restricting competition in 
order to develop alternative policies which still achieve governments objectives.

The OECD has developed a Competition Assessment Toolkit which can be used 
by competition specialists and non-specialists alike. Following on from competition  
assessment projects for specific sectors in Greece, Mexico, Portugal, Romania, 
Tunisia, the OECD is currently working with Iceland and 10 ASEAN countries.

The toolkit is available for download in several languages at oe.cd/cat. 

Fighting Bid Rigging in Public Procurement

Bid rigging happens when groups of firms conspire to raise prices or lower the 
quality of goods, works or services offered in public tenders. OECD countries spend 
approximately 12% of their GDP in public procurement and this percentage can be 
higher in developing countries. Efficient and competitive procurement processes are 
thus key to obtaining goods and services at the best value for money. 

The OECD Guidelines for Fighting Bid Rigging in Public Procurement help public 
officials reduce the risks of bid rigging, through the careful design of public procurement 
tenders, and to detect bid rigging conspiracies during procurement processes. The 
OECD can help governments assess their procurement processes and provide policy 
recommendations for improvement. After working with several institutions in Mexico and 
Argentina, the OECD is now working with Brazil, Peru, and Ukraine.

The Guidelines are available for download in several languages at oe.cd/gfbr. 

Market Studies

Market studies are a versatile tool to help competition authorities analyse whether 
there are competition problems in a sector, outside the context of a merger review or 
antitrust investigation. Nearly all competition authorities in the OECD conduct some 
type of market study. 

The OECD can support competition authorities in assessing their legislative and 
operational framework for market studies, or in conducting a market study. In addition, 
the OECD has prepared a Market Studies Guide for Competition Authorities which 
summarises the collected experiences and best practices of OECD jurisdictions. 

The Guide can be downloaded at oe.cd/ms4. 
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