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Extracts of the Spanish Penal Code 1995 
 
 CHAPTER V 
 On bribery 
 
Article 419 
 

The authority or public official who for his own profit or for the profit of a third party, demands or 
receives, by himself or through intermediaries, donations or presents or accepts offers or promises for him 
to carry out in the exercise of his duty an action or omission constituting a crime, will be punished with 
imprisonment for a period of between two and six years, a fine ranging from the value to triple the value of 
the donation and specific disqualification from any public employment or post for a period of between 
seven and twelve years, without prejudice to the penalty corresponding to the crime perpetrated due to the 
donation or promise. 
 
Article 420 
 

The authority or public official who for his own profit or for the profit of a third party, asks for or 
receives, by himself or through intermediaries, donations or presents, or accepts offers or promises for him 
to execute an unjust act not constituting a crime, related with the exercise of his duty, and he executes it, 
will be punished with imprisonment for an amount of time ranging from one to four years and specific 
disqualification from any public employment or post for a period of six to nine years. If he does not 
execute the act, the penalty will be imprisonment for a period of between one and two years and specific 
disqualification from any public employment or post for a period of three to six years. In both cases, a fine 
will also be imposed, ranging from the value to triple the value of the donation. 
 
Article 421 

 
When the donation requested, received or promised is aimed at preventing an authority or public 

official from fulfilling an action which he has to carry out in the exercise of his post, the penalties will be a 
fine from the value to triple the value of the donation and specific disqualification from any public 
employment or post for a period of between one and three years.  
 
Article 422 
 

The provisions of precedent articles will also be applicable to jurors, arbitrators, experts, or any 
other person who participates in the exercise of official duties. 
 
Article 423 
 
1. The person who corrupts or endeavours to corrupt, authorities or public officials with donations, 
presents, offers or promises, will be punished with the same penalties of imprisonment and fine as the 
authorities or public officials in question. 
 
2. Those who accept the requests of authorities or public officials will be punished with the penalty 
inferior in degree to the one established in the precedent paragraph. 
 



 2 
Article 424 
 

When a bribe is made in a criminal case in favour of the defendant by the defendant's spouse, or 
another person in a similarly established and affectionate relationship, or by any  
ancestor, descendant or sibling, either naturally or by adoption or as in-laws in the same degree, the person 
who bribes will be punished with a fine ranging from three to six months. 
 
Article 425 
 
1. The authority or public official who requests a donation or present or receives an offer or a promise 
to carry out a characteristic action of his duty or as a reward for an action already carried out, will be 
punished with a fine ranging from the value to triple the value of the donation and suspension from his 
public employment or post for a period from six months to three years. 
 
2. In the case of reward for an action already carried out, if this action constitutes a crime there will 
also be imposed the penalty of imprisonment from one to three years, a fine of six to ten months and 
specific disqualification from any public employment or post for a period from ten to fifteen years. 
 
Article 426 
 

The authority or public official who receives a donation or present that is offered to him in 
consideration of his position, or is offered to him in order that he fulfils an act not forbidden by law, will be 
punished with a fine from three to six months. 
 
Article 427 
 

The individual who consents occasionally to the request of a donation or present made by an 
authority or public official, and who reports this fact to that authority which has the duty to make enquiries, 
before the commencement of any corresponding procedure, will be exempt from punishment, provided that 
no more than ten days have passed since the date of the facts. 
 


