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Non official translation 

ORGANIC LAW 3/2000 of 11th January which amends Organic Law 10/1995 of 23rd 
November, approving the Penal Code, in the matter of combating bribery of foreign public 
officials in international business transactions. 

 JUAN CARLOS I 
 KING OF SPAIN 
 

To all people who see and hear the present 
Know: That the Parliament has passed and I ratify the following Organic Law. 

 
 STATED PURPOSE 
 

The ratification by Spain of the Convention of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business 
Transactions, signed on 17th December 1997, implies the need for criminal definition of the behaviours 
covered by the Convention. 
 

In this manner, our aim is to supplement criminal legislation, including the behaviours covered by 
this Convention which could not have been envisaged by the legislator in 1995, before the phenomenon of 
corruption in the, every day more frequent and intense, international business transactions. 
 

To this effect, it has been considered suitable to set forth a new Title in the Penal Code, with the 
number XIX bis, which protects the legal right to combat bribery in international business transactions. 
 
 
Sole article. Amendment of the Penal Code 
 

The Title XIX bis is added to Book II of the Penal Code, with Article 445 bis, under the following 
terms: 
 
 
 "TITLE XIX bis 

On crimes of bribery in international business transactions 
 
Article 445 bis 
 

Whoever that, through presents, gifts, offers or promises, corrupts or tries to corrupt, whether 
directly or through intermediaries, authorities or public officials whether foreign or from international 
organisations in the exercise of their post to the advantage of them or of a third party, or complies with 
their demands in respect to this, in order that they act or refrain from acting in relation to the performance 
of official duties, in order to obtain or retain a business or other improper advantage in the conduct of 
international business, will be punished with the penalties set forth in Article 423 in each respective case" 

 


