
Main gender messages for MDG Summit 2010 
 

1. Empowering girls and women as actors and agents of lasting change has multiplier effects for achieving all of the MDGs. 
 
2. Women’s Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (according to ICPD and Beijing declarations and programme for action) are 
central to achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment. 
 
3. Building adolescent girls’ capacity to fully participate in social, economic and political life unleashes transformative benefits for 
future generations 
 
4. Women’s economic empowerment makes good economic sense and improves women’s ability to exercise their rights. 
 

Message detail 
 

Messages 1. Empowering girls and women as actors and agents of lasting change has multiplier effects for achieving all of the 
MDGs 

Invest in gender 
equality 

1.1 Prioritise, scale up and sustain investments in gender equality and women’s empowerment through global, regional and 
national partnerships, in line with the principles of the Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Action. 

Increase women’s 
political participation 

1.2 Support efforts to increase women’s political participation, leadership and organisational capacity at all levels and to 
proactively engage men to champion gender equality. 
 

End violence against 
women and girls 

1.3 Scale-up action to end violence against girls and women, including through re-igniting the UN Secretary General’s UNiTE 
campaign to deliver protective laws, national action plans and better data; and by engaging men and boys as key agents of 
change; 
 

Involve women in 
peace building and 
address VAW in 
conflict situations 

1.4 Support the implementation of   UN Security Council resolutions 1325, 1820, 1888 and 1889 - which address violence 
against women in situations of armed conflict and participation of women in peace building and conflict resolution - through the 
development of national action plans, through robust enforcement at international, national and local community levels and 
through use of the UNSC indicators to enhance monitoring and accountability.  
 

Monitor 
implementation and 
results 

1.5 Strengthen accountability for enhancing women’s rights and ending discrimination based on sex; track spending through 
national budgets; and, track results through improved sex-disaggregated data and gender statistics.  
 

Empower women to 1.6 Empower women to take leadership roles in the planning and implementation of climate change adaptation and mitigation 



act on climate 
change 

activities as means of lessening climate change impacts, promoting sustainable development, mitigating conflict, and improving 
gender equality. 

Messages 2. Women’s Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (according to ICPD and Beijing declarations and programme 
for action) are central to achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment. 
 

Support UNSG’s joint 
action plan on MNCH 

2.1 Support the UN Secretary General’s Global Joint Action Plan on women’s and children’s health.  
 

Mobilise action on 
SRHR 

2.2 Prioritise and mobilise action to improve girls’ and  women’s access to sexual and reproductive health and rights services, 
commodities and information according to ICPD and Beijing declarations and programmes for action 
 

Remove barriers to 
access 

2.3 Remove barriers to access and challenge social norms and practices that constrain girls’ and women’s ability to make 
choices regarding their health and wellbeing.  
 

Engage men and 
boys for women’s 
health 

2.4 Engage men and boys as partners at all levels for promoting the health and wellbeing of women and girls. 

Delay age of first 
pregnancy 

2.5 Ensure that both adolescent girls and women can access appropriate information and services to exercise choice on the 
age of first pregnancy, birth spacing and family size. 
 

 
 

Messages 3. Building adolescent girls’ capacity to fully participate in social, economic and political life unleashes transformative 
benefits for future generations 
 

Invest in 
opportunities for 
adolescent girls 

3.1 Invest in a comprehensive approach to protect and promote the rights and increase the opportunities of adolescent girls. 
Create safe spaces to reduce their vulnerability to violence, to build girls’ social networks, raise awareness of their rights, and 
build life, livelihoods and leadership skills. 
 

Support girls to 
complete post 
primary education 

3.2 Support girls to complete quality, post primary education in a safe environment and develop integrated strategies on 
education and employment to ensure girls acquire appropriate skills to maximise economic opportunities.  
 

Prevent early 
marriage and FGM 

3.3. Take action to prevent early marriage and other harmful traditional practices such as female genital mutilation (FGM) 
through support for and implementation of national legislation, influential leadership at all levels and community action.  
 

Prevent HIV infection 3.4 Take action to prevent sexually transmitted infections, including HIV, by ensuring adolescent girls have information on and 



among girls access to sexual and reproductive health and rights services, including condoms, and are empowered to avoid risky behaviour. 
 

Messages 4. Women’s economic empowerment makes good economic sense and improves women’s ability to exercise their 
rights. 
 

Create enabling 
environment for 
women’s economic 
participation 

4.1 Pursue economic policies, laws and regulations, which create equal access for women to property, markets, productive 
employment and decent work. 
 

Promote women’s 
ownership of 
productive assets 

4.2 Promote women and girl’s ownership of, and control over productive assets (incl. land, agricultural inputs, credit, property) 
and access to innovative technology. 
 

Enable women’s 
businesses to grow 
and move up value 
chain 

4.3 Support women and organisations to maximise benefits to women from the whole value chain, especially in the agricultural 
sector, so that female farmers are enabled to move from subsistence to agribusiness. 
 
 

Increase women’s 
access to financial 
services 

4.4 Increase women’s access to the full range of financial services (beyond micro credit) and ensure that women and girls are 
financially literate. 
 
 

Support women in 
unpaid work and 
transition to paid 
work. 

4.5 Recognise girls’ and women’s unpaid work, including care, as a ‘public good’ and develop ways to support this that enable 
expanded choice  and opportunities for paid work  
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