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13
th

 Network Meeting, 8-9 February 2012 

GENERAL MEETING INFORMATION 

The meeting will be held in Room 4 of the OECD Conference Centre. 

Chair of the Network on Development Evaluation: Mr. Nick York (United Kingdom) 

The meeting will take place from 9:30-13:00 and 14:30-18:00 on 8 February 2012 (with refreshment 

breaks mid-morning and mid-afternoon). On Thursday 9 February the meeting will take place between 

9:30 and 13:00 (with a coffee break). Simultaneous English-French / French-English interpretation will be 

provided for the meeting during the plenary sessions. The informal session, without interpretation, will 

begin at 14:30, ending at 16:00 on Thursday 9 February. A “brown bag lunch” informal seminar will take 

place over lunch on 9 February, starting at 13:30.  

Participants should confirm their participation by registering on EMS or via e-mail to the Secretariat 

(alexandra.chevalier@oecd.org) as soon as possible to ensure that security is informed and entry badges 

can be provided. 

Documents for the meeting will be available on the Evaluation Network’s member website: 

www.oecd.org/dac/evaluation/members. Contact the Secretariat for password. 
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DRAFT AGENDA OUTLINE 

 

Wednesday 8 February 2012 
Morning Session 9:30 – 13:00 

 

I. OPENING SESSION  

a) Welcome from the Network Chair  

b) Brief introduction of new members  

c) Adoption of the 13
th
 meeting agenda and the summary record of the 12

th
 meeting 

 

II. THE 4
th

 HIGH LEVEL FORUM OUTCOME 

The DAC Chair will present main outcomes of the High Level Forum, including the “Busan 

Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation”. Members will be invited to discuss 

implications for evaluation.  

 

     10:30 Refreshments break 

 

III. FOOD SECURITY 

a) Discussion on main findings and lessons of the IOB systematic review on “Improving food 

security” 

b) Discussion on approaches and methods: how to do systematic reviews and how to use systematic 

reviews to influence policy.  

 

 

Afternoon Session 14:30 – 18:00 

 

IV. BREAK-OUT SESSIONS 

 

 

1
st
 Group: Fragile States – 

facilitated by Belgium 

 

2
nd

 Group: Private Sector – facilitated 

by IEG, World Bank Group 

 

16:00 Refreshments break 

 

V. ENGAGEMENT ON EVALUATION WITH PARTNERS  

a) Update on recent engagement with Islamic Development Bank and United Arab Emirates 

b) Results of the workshop on lessons learned from international joint evaluations 

c) Brief on evaluation in the framework of the DAC/China Study Group 

d) Exploring strengthened engagement through members’ channels of communication 

e) Evaluations of triangular co-operation  
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Thursday 9 February 2012 
Morning session 9:30 – 13:00 

 

 Report back from the break-out sessions 

 

VI. REVIEW AND UPDATES OF ONGOING WORK 

Budget support, the Evaluation Insights series, Communications, Multilateral Effectiveness, 

Governance, Impact Evaluation, Haiti and the Network websites and social media 

 

VII. NEW DEMANDS ON EVALUATION FUNCTIONS 

A changing development landscape coupled with fiscal stringency are leading to stronger 

accountability demands. Changes in evaluation functions in a number of evaluation agencies are 

being implemented. Brief presentations from US, AUSAID, Germany and DFID on recent major 

developments followed by open exchange and discussion.  

 

11:00 Refreshments break 

 

VIII. PREPARATION FOR THE DAC PROGRAMME OF WORK AND BUDGET 2013-14 

AND FOR A REVISED MISSION STATEMENT  

 

IX. ELECTIONS  

Elections for the position of Network Chair will be held.  

 

X. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

13:00-14:30 Lunch break 

 

An informal seminar will be held over lunch (13:30-14:25) on the Independent Evaluation Group’s (IEG) 

Assessment of the World Bank Group’s Response to the Global Economic Crisis (Phase II) 

 

Afternoon – Informal Session 14:30 – 16:00 

 

Informal Session: 

 

 Value for Money and Effectiveness – presentation by ICAI  

 Update by Germany on efficiency work 

 Discussion on possible topics and ideas for collaboration or joint evaluation 
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ANNOTATIONS TO THE AGENDA  

Wednesday 8 February – Morning Session 

Location: OECD Conference Centre Room 4 

I. OPENING SESSION  

The Network Chair will open the meeting and new members will be invited to briefly introduce 

themselves. The agenda will be adopted and the summary record of the 12
th
 meeting 

[DCD/DAC/EV/M(2011)1] approved.  

II. THE 4
TH

 HIGH LEVEL FORUM OUTCOME – THE BUSAN PARTNERSHIP FOR 

EFFECTIVE DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION  

Brian Atwood, the DAC Chair, will share his views on the outcomes of the 4th High Level Forum on 

Aid Effectiveness and the “Busan Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation” adopted at the 

Forum. The Outcome Document and a room document on "Key commitments and actions agreed at the 4th 

High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness" [DCD/DAC/RD(2011)16/RD7] are available for background 

information and members will be invited to discuss implications for evaluation and the Network’s future 

work programme.  

There will be a 30 minute break for refreshments at around 10:30 

III. FOOD SECURITY  

The IOB Netherlands will share findings and lessons from a recent systematic review of interventions 

to support food security in the areas of: increased production, value chain development, market efficiency 

and land security. The presentation will be followed by discussion: What lessons are coming from 

evaluations of support to food security? What challenges and opportunities do evaluations face in this 

field? What are the priorities/knowledge gaps for further work on food security? The focus of the 

discussion will be on possible food security evaluative work, either being undertaken or considered.  

The discussion will also look at systematic reviews and the use of such reviews to influence policy.  

Break for lunch 13:00-14:30  

Following lunch, participants will go directly to one of the following two break-out sessions. 

IV. BREAK-OUT SESSIONS (14:30 - 16:00)  

Group 1: Fragile States 

Location: OECD Conference Centre Room 20/22 

Dominique de Crombrugghe, Belgium, will facilitate the discussion looking at evaluating in situations 

of fragility and conflict. The focus will be on opportunities and challenges of evaluating in these settings, 

with the aim of taking stock of current work and discussing possible areas for further joint work. Members 

will be invited to share current and upcoming work, and to discuss future use of the Network’s Guidance 

on Evaluating Donor Engagement in Situations of Conflict and Fragility. (The guidance is currently being 

finalised and will be sent to EVALNET and INCAF for approval on an objections-only basis.)  
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Group 2: Private Sector 

Location: OECD Conference Centre Room 4 

Marvin Taylor-Dormond of the World Bank Group’s Independent Evaluation Group (IEG) will 

facilitate the discussion to explore interest among members in sharing lessons on the contribution of the 

private sector to development and take stock of what has been achieved and what is being planned in this 

area. Ruerd Ruben, IOB Netherlands, will present the evaluation protocol developed by the IOB for private 

sector interventions.  

The reporting back from small group sessions will take place the next morning. 

 

There will be a 30 minute break for refreshments at 16:00, after which participants will meet back in room 

CC4.  

 

V. ENGAGEMENT ON EVALUATION WITH PARTNERS (16:30 - 18:00)  

The Network is committed to working on evaluation with partner countries and other development 

actors. For background, the DAC Global Relations Strategy [DCD/DAC(2011)30/FINAL] is available. 

This session will allow for brief updates on a number of specific ongoing collaborations and time for 

discussion of possible avenues for further engagement on evaluation, based on mutual interest.  

 Nick York will provide an update on recent engagement with the United Arab Emirates, the 

Islamic Development Bank and the Arab Development Institutions Coordination Group, 

including the recent launch of the Arabic/English/French version of the DAC Quality Standards 

on Development Evaluation. Members are invited to help disseminate the standards to relevant 

country offices and to consider options for joint work with these institutions.  

 Niels Dabelstein will provide a brief report on the outcomes of the 6-7 February 2012 workshop 

on joint evaluation with participants in the evaluation of the implementation of the Paris 

Declaration.  

 Karen Jorgensen (OECD Secretariat) will share a brief report on evaluation in the framework of 

the DAC/China study group and plans for future work with China on evaluation.  

 Exploring strengthened engagement through members’ channels of communication - members 

will be asked to share specific suggestions for further collaboration or joint work with 

development partners. A short room document, “Engaging on Evaluation with Development 

Partners” is available providing information on DAC and non-DAC assistance.  

 Evaluating triangular co-operation: The DAC Bureau has requested EVALNET explore lessons 

from and options for evaluating triangular co-operation. Members will be asked to share any 

work on this topic and to discuss interest in possible further work. The note “Evaluating 

Triangular Co-operation: Issues for Discussion” provides background.  

The Chair of the Network will then wrap up the first day of the meeting. 
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Thursday 9 February - Morning Session  

 

REPORT BACK FROM SMALL GROUPS (9:30 - 10:00)  

Each of the small groups will report back briefly on their session, focusing on any required follow-up.  

 

VI. REVIEW AND UPDATES ON ONGOING WORK (10:00 – 10:30)  

 A room document “Agenda Item VI. Update of ongoing work” will be made available providing 

short, written updates on the Network’s ongoing work on: Budget support, the Evaluation Insights series, 

Communications, Multilateral Effectiveness (UNEG-DAC peer reviews, task team on multilateral 

effectiveness, MOPAN and other work), Governance, Impact Evaluation (NONIE and 3iE), Haiti and the 

Network websites and social media. The floor will be opened for any clarifying questions or brief 

comments regarding these areas of work.  

There will be a 30 minute break for refreshments at 11:00. 

VII. NEW DEMANDS ON EVALUATION FUNCTIONS 

A changing development landscape coupled with fiscal stringency are leading to stronger 

accountability demands. What are the implications for evaluation? Changes in evaluation functions in a 

number of member agencies are being implemented. What are the recent developments affecting 

development evaluation? Brief presentations from the United States, Australia, Germany and the U.K. on 

recent major developments, followed by open exchange and discussion. 

VIII. PREPARATIONS FOR THE DAC PROGRAMME OF WORK AND BUDGET 2013-14 AND 

REVISED MISSION STATEMENT  

The Secretariat will share information regarding the process for developing the DAC programme of 

work and budget for the years 2013-2014, see "Note from the DAC Chair to Prepare the 2013-14 

Programme of Work and Budget” [DAC/Chair 2012/1]. The Network has been invited to submit proposals 

on priority outcomes for the 2013-14 work programme to the DAC by 23 February 2012. Members will be 

asked to provide suggestions on the Network’s proposed activities and outputs.  

As indicated in a letter from the DAC Chair to Network Chair Nick York [BA(2012)3e], the mandate 

of the Evaluation Network was extended for three years by a decision of the DAC at its meeting on 3 

November 2011. Members are invited to discuss the implications of the messages in the DAC Chair’s letter 

and agree on a process for revising the mission statement for the Evaluation Network– a new mission 

statement should to be submitted to the DAC by 30 September 2012.  

IX. ELECTIONS  

Members will be invited to nominate candidates for the position of Chair of the Network on 

Development Evaluation. The election will be chaired by the Secretariat. The decision should be made by 

consensus; there will not be a formal vote. The two current vice-chairs, William Carlos (Ireland) and Henri 

Jorritsma (Netherlands) have indicated their availability to remain in position. 

X. OTHER BUSINESS  

The Network Chair will open the floor to address any other business or announcements.  
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There will be a break for lunch 13:00 - 14:30 

An informal seminar will be held over lunch (13:30-14:25) with a presentation by the Independent 

Evaluation Group (IEG) of the findings of their Assessment of the World Bank Group’s Response to the 

Global Economic Crisis (Phase II). Anjali Kumar will present the evaluation and Caroline Heider will offer 

brief introductory remarks. The short presentation will be followed by discussion. 

Informal session: Afternoon Session 14:30 – 16:00 

 Value for Money and Efficiency 
Tom McDonald of the Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI), United Kingdom, will 

share the “value for money and effectiveness” approach developed by ICAI and provide an 

illustrative example.  

Michaela Zintl, BMZ Germany, will elicit views of interested members on how to proceed with 

work on evaluating efficiency (see paper presented at the 12
th
 Network meeting).  

 Discussion on possible topics and ideas for joint or collaborative work  
Members will propose topics / areas for collaboration and share ongoing or forthcoming joint 

work. Suggestions received include Annika Jayawerdena, Sida who has suggested 

joint/collaborative work on decentralised evaluations.  


