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Consultative Workshop on Developing DAC Guidance for Evaluating Conflict Prevention and Peace 
Building Activities, 30 November - 1 December 2006 

 
 

This note has been prepared by Norway for consideration at the fifth meeting of the DAC Network on 
Development Evaluation, 16-17 November 2006. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
The Joint Utstein Study of Peacebuilding1 completed in 2004 revealed there is a need for a more systematic 
knowledge of what works and what does not work with regard to conflict prevention and peace building 
activities (CPPB). In order to better generate useful knowledge in this field, evaluation methodologies and 
approaches need to be improved and developed. To this end, the work towards developing an OECD DAC 
Guidance that will discuss major challenges related to evaluation in this field has commenced, led by a 
joint Steering Group: Norad and DFID from the Evaluation Network; Sida and SDC from the Conflict, 
Peace and Development Cooperation (CPDC) Network; and the DAC Secretariat.  
  
As a first step in this follow-up a meta-evaluation of evaluations, reviews and studies undertaken by OECD 
DAC member countries (completed in June 2006) was done by FAFO. Secondly, a draft approach paper to 
the Guidance was commissioned and prepared by the Collaborative for Development Action (Draft 
completed October 2006), and  has been circulated to the DAC Network on Development Evaluation and 
the DAC Network on Conflict, Peace and Development Cooperation (CPDC) for comments and inputs. 
This paper discusses a number of the core issues that need to be addressed within the Guidance. 
 
 
Developing the draft approach paper into a Guidance: Workshop in Oslo on 30 November and 1 
December. 
 
In order to advance on the work of ‘converting’ the draft approach paper into a Guidance, Norad has 
invited the members of the Evaluation Network and of the CPDC Network, in addition to external resource 
persons, to a workshop in Oslo on 30 November and 1 December.  
 
The workshop will use as a basis for its discussions the draft version of the CDA report:  'An Approach to 
DAC Guidance for Evaluating Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding Activities'. Amongst the questions to 
be discussed are what constitute the core activities in the CPPB field; what evaluation processes and 
methodologies should be specific to the field, and how to apply the DAC criteria to evaluations of CPPB.  
The workshop will also agree a road map to develop and potentially pilot/field-test the proposed DAC 
Guidance for Evaluating CPPB Activities. All Network members are encouraged to participate in the 
workshop. The workshop will comprise breakout sessions on some of the most important topics. 
 
We would also welcome comments on the draft agenda which has previously been circulated to members. 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 “Towards a Strategic Framework for Peacebuilding”, Overview report of the Joint Utstein study of Peacebuilding, 

Evaluation Report 1/ 2004, Norad. 


