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DAC Guidance on  
Evaluating Peacebuilding Activities 

While the plight of the world’s fragile and conflict affected states is a 
high concern in international policy circles,  efforts to support 
peacebuilding and statebuilding too often fall short of expectations. In 
these settings, the consequences of failure are dramatic. Ineffective, 
mistargeted or poorly implemented assistance is not only a waste of 
money – it is also costly, in terms of lives and livelihoods, for the 1.5 
billion people suffering the consequences of violence and instability 
around the world. The latest guidance from the OECD DAC, 
“Evaluating Peacebuilding Activities in Settings of Conflict and 
Fragility: Improving Learning for Results” aims to improve perfor-
mance and support learning through evaluation. It provides step-by-
step guidance on evaluation, as well as basic principles on good 
programme design. The guidance will be officially launched by the 
DAC Chair 27 November at an event hosted by Norway in Paris.  
 Read the guidance 
 Access evaluations of peacebuilding activities 

 

RECENT EVALUATIONS ON DEREC 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

For more news and resources on 
Development Evaluation: 
www.oecd.org/dac/evaluation 

The Evaluation of the Paris 
Declaration Phase II was awarded the 
American Evaluation Association 2012 
Outstanding Evaluation Award. 
 
 
IFAD is welcoming applications for the 
position of Director, Independent 
Office of Evaluation. Learn more 
 
 
EBRD has just endorsed a new 
Evaluation Policy and invites 
interested evaluation community 
members to comment on it before 26 
November. Review the policy 
 

 

 
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 
Development support to Afghanistan 
Published by Danida 
Danish support to education in Afghanistan 
recognises that where donor support is outside 
the Government, it undercuts state capacity 
and may reduce legitimacy. In the area of 
education for example, in areas where 
international military provide assistance, 
schools may be more vulnerable to attack 
precisely because they have been constructed 
by foreign forces. Some donors have begun to 
address this through broader approaches, at 
least within education, and recent reports 
indicate the Taliban and Government are 
finding common ground, though progress is 
vulnerable to frequent setbacks. 
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Farming in Honduras 
Published by the Millenium Challenge Corporation 
The programme sought to improve the 
business skills, productivity, market access, and 
risk management practices of producers. 
Although most outcome targets were met or 
exceeded, the evaluation was unable to esti-
mate causal impacts of the investment on 
outcomes because a valid counterfactual could 
not be identified as a basis for estimating the 
results of this activity. The report clearly 
documents that the treatment and control 
groups of farmers had substantially different 
characteristics, making it impossible to use the 
control group as a valid counterfactual in the 
evaluation. 

 
Join the 4000+ participants who have 
already benefited from these free e-
learning courses. New topic: on 
National Evaluation Capacity 
Development for Country-led 
Monitoring and Evaluation Systems. 
Sign-up now 
 
Conference on Budget Support: 
Policy, Prejudice and Practice, 3 
December, The Hague. Learn more 
 
 
J-Pal Executive Education course In 
Evaluation, January 2013, Cape Town. 
Find out more 

Seminar on Evaluation of Public 
Policies: Learning from Comparative 
Experiences, Nov. 22-23, Barcelona. 
Find out more 
 
 

COMING SOON 
 
 
Evaluation Insights #7: Preventing HIV 
 
Are you organising an event on food 
security, governance, gender 
mainstreaming, water and sanitation 
or budget support? Make sure to 
contact us for free copies of our 
Evaluation Insights to share! Browse 
Insights notes: 
http://oe.cd/evalinsights 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Norway’s International Climate and Forest 
Initiative: Lessons from CSOs 
Published by Norad 

Projects were selected for support largely on 
their individual merit, rather than with a view 
to building a portfolio of complementary 
activities that contribute as a whole to the 
achievement of the Initiative’s objectives. This 
lack of a clear portfolio approach has at times 
led to some duplication of activities and the 
selection of sub-optimal project field locations 
was shown to have reduced the potential for 
enhanced effectiveness from synergy. 

 

 

Korea’s Emergency Response System 
Published by KOICA 
The evaluation reported on the lack of 
guidelines for the chain of command in the 
joint dispatch of rescue and medical assistance 
team. The evaluation found that this lack of 
clear decision-making brought about confusion 
on the communication and coordination 
between rescue, medical assistance, and 
logistics teams, leading to poor responsiveness. 
KOICA should develop a clear decision-making 
model for its emer-gency response system and 
ensure that its activities are aligned with other 
medical assistance teams. 

The Network on Development Evaluation works to increase the effectiveness of international development programmes by supporting 
robust, informed and independent evaluation. The Network on Development Evaluation is a subsidiary body  

of the Development Assistance Committee of the OECD.  
Make sure to share your news and events with us at: alexandra.chevalier@oecd.org 
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