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I. Objective  

The objectives of the session on Transparency were: 

 Presentation of the key aspects of the Building Block on ‘Pushing the Boundaries on 
Transparency for better Predictability, Engagement and Accountability.’   

 Provide political support for the Building Block and share experiences that demonstrate how 
various governments and organizations have made their information more available and 
promoted accountability.  

 Present specific actions to mobilize the global community to further strengthen aid and 
fiscal transparency for better predictability, engagement and accountability post-Busan.  

 

II. Moderator and panellists 

Moderator   Neil COLE, Chief Director, African Economic Integration, South Africa, and Executive 
Secretary, CABRI. 

Panellists 

 François ZOUNDI, Deputy Minister in charge of Budget, Burkina Faso 

 Gunilla CARLSSON, Minister for Development Co-operation, Sweden 

 Sri Mulyani INDRAWATI, Managing Director, World Bank 

 Nhlanhla NENE, Deputy Minister of Finance, South Africa 

 Adriano NUVUNGA, Co-Executive Director, Center for Public Integrity, Mozambique (CSO) 
 

III.  Key Issues Discussed 

Transparency and accountability have emerged over the last decade as key areas for improving 
development outcomes and addressing development challenges, such as corruption and 
mismanagement. These concepts are also seen as being critical for improving the predictability of 
aid flows. Unpredictable aid flows undermine development impact as they make it difficult for aid 
recipients to plan and implement development priorities.  

Accelerating progress in the area of transparency requires joint action from partner countries and 
development partners both at the global and country level. The BB builds on key initiatives of  i) the 
International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI), ii) the Open Government Partnership (OGP) and iii) 
the Global Initiative for Fiscal Transparency (GIFT and consists of efforts and joint actions in the 
following areas:  

 Public availability of all information on aid and other development resources from 
development partners that fund the provision of public goods and services in a standardised, 
comparable and timely manner. The information must have an appropriate level of detail on 
sectors, programs and projects so that partner countries can adequately reflect them in their 
budget documents and processes, and allocate their own domestic resources optimally. 
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 Provision of comparable, accessible and easy-to-understand information on all development 
resources, including aid, and results, to stakeholders in the respective countries (including 
parliaments, audit institutions and civil society) in order to: (i) strengthen oversight and 
accountability; (ii) promote greater access and use of information by citizens; and (iii) ensure 
better and locally-owned development outcomes. 

Aid transparency contributes to fiscal transparency. The “Make Aid Transparent” campaign and the 
Dar es Salaam Declaration on Budget Transparency highlighted the need for transparency, also 
asking governments that receive aid to be transparent about their budget decisions. Many countries 
face challenges in promoting fiscal transparency due to:  

 Lack of technical capacity 

 Uncertainty around how much information should be made available 

 Lack of political will to disclose fiscal information/civil society is often weak. 
 

Good Practices Discussed 

Recognising the importance of Transparency as key to development effectiveness and 
accountability, a number of actors are making progress with making their aid information available 
to stakeholders.   

Partner Countries:   

 In Burkina Faso, a series of financial management reforms are being undertaken. The 
Gateway Foundation's Aid Management Platform (AMP) allows for data collection and the 
integration of budget flows into the budget.  

 South Africa is at the forefront when it comes to fiscal transparency.  The country’s Public 
Financial Management (PFM) act makes it mandatory to report on all funds.  
 

Donors:   

 The World Bank is making efforts to become more open making all its data available for all 
through the “Open Data Initiative”. Broader access to the data which is easily accessible and 
searchable allows policymakers and advocacy groups to make better-informed decisions and 
measure improvements more accurately. They are also valuable tools to support research by 
journalists, academia and others, broadening understanding of global issues. 

 Sweden has recently launched its OPENAID initiative, which makes public information on aid 
finances, projects and their results available to the public. The information is published in 
accordance with the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI).  

 
IV. Main Conclusions and Possible Next Steps 

Partner country perspectives on transparency: Partner countries across different regions have called 
for progress at Busan and beyond on increased transparency for better planning and stronger 
accountability for delivering development results. Similarly, civil society groups across the world are 
demanding more and better information on government finances (including aid).    

A set of key issues for partner countries for consideration beyond Busan:  

 commit to being open about the decision-making cycle in financial planning 

 move towards outcome-based PFM 
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 improve annual budget documentation and make public what will be funded  

 empower CSOs to demand accountability and information 

 make available and audit budget information 

The Global Response to Demand for Better Aid Information: In response to partner country needs 
and global commitments, a number of partner countries and donors have been working towards 
making aid information more transparent.  This includes their own open data initiatives as well as 
initiatives at the global level such as International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI).  IATI has 
achieved important progress, setting out some basic standards that donors should follow to improve 
the quantity and quality of information that needs to be disclosed on aid flows. 

Transparency of Development Resources Necessitates Fiscal Transparency: Partner country 
governments are making efforts to publish timely and comprehensive information on all aspects of 
public finance, and therefore create conditions for better engagement of all stakeholders and 
accountability.  A number of global initiatives have been launched, such as Open Government 
Partnership and Global Initiative for Fiscal Transparency.  

Transparency is a Prerequisite for Accountability: The ultimate goal of opening up and making 
information available is to enable citizens (in both donor and recipient countries) to hold their 
governments to account.  Equally important is to ensure active engagement and participation of the 
various groups in society, including civil society and media on decisions about resource allocation, 
spending and results monitoring. 


