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A Three-Year Co-operation Programme 
 

 
1. Background – current co-operation between India and the OECD 

India’s emergence as a key player in the global economy has been 

evidenced in the tax area by the country’s modernisation of its tax administration, 

its major reform initiatives and its increased involvement in global tax initiatives. 

  

India plays a lead role in the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange 

of Information for Tax Purposes (as Vice-Chair of the Peer Review Group).  In 

addition, India is an active member of the OECD’s multi-stakeholder Task Force on 

Tax and Development, and has recently become a full member of Network on 

Fiscal Relations across Levels of Government. India sent a high level delegation to 

the Oslo conference on tax crimes and other forms of illicit payments. In December 

2011, India is hosting the International Tax Dialogue Global Conference on Tax and 

Inequality.  

 

India has been actively involved and participated in the Committee on 

Fiscal Affairs and its Working Parties since 2006, including the Forum on Tax 

Administration and the Advisory Group for Co-operation with Non-OECD 

Economies. India has also contributed to the OECD’s Global Relations Programme 

on Tax through providing Indian officials as experts to events held in Ankara, Seoul 

and other OECD Centres.   

In light of India’s growing engagement with and significance in the 

OECD’s taxation agenda, the country’s increasing integration into a globalised 

economy, and its commitment to addressing global challenges in tax 

administration in a rapidly evolving environment, India and the OECD have 

decided to strengthen their existing relationship by launching a three-year 

partnership programme, starting in June 2011.     

 

This new three-year programme builds on India’s long-standing 

engagement with OECD in the tax area as well as India’s partnership with OECD 

which has resulted in the delivery of tax-technical and tax-policy dialogue events. 
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2.  The features of the overall programme 
  
The programme consists of three elements which frame the interactive 

co-operation between India and the OECD. 

 

1) The India-OECD partnership programme including a high level policy dialogue 

on tax;  

2) The India-OECD technical development programme centred in Nagpur; 

3) India’s further involvement in the Committee on Fiscal Affairs, subsidiary 

bodies and OECD’s Global Relations Programme on Tax. 

 

The main objectives of the overall programme are to: 

 develop interaction at a high policy level on issues of key common concern 

 build upon existing co-operation between OECD and India in international 

taxation initiatives; and 

 to provide a series of opportunities for structured dialogue and sharing of 

experience and to promote informed and coherent tax policy decision-making, 

and tax administration solutions between India, other key emerging 

economies and OECD countries.  

 

3.  The India-OECD high level policy dialogue on tax  
 
This key programme area will focus on issues of immediate priority for India, 

responding flexibly to a changing international environment. The programme is 

based around a series of focused and tailored high-level events which will involve 

senior Indian officials, particularly major decision-makers in the area of taxation, 

along with senior officials from other important emerging and OECD economies. 

This programme will initially consist of two events per year to be held in Delhi. 

Each event will be conducted over 2-3 days. Proposed topics are set out in the 

attached Annex. 
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4.   The India-OECD tax technical development programme  
  
India’s partnership with OECD has since 2000 delivered around 30 bilateral and 

multilateral technical events on tax held at the Indian Direct Tax Academy in 

Nagpur. These events have provided an opportunity for participants from OECD 

countries, India and the region to share experiences at the working level.  They 

have also facilitated discussion of practical solutions to current challenges in tax 

policy and administration.  

 

Through co-operation with key countries which wish to their share views and 

develop solutions to current international issues, India and the OECD will continue 

to deliver relevant and effective technical events to tax officials from across India 

and beyond.   

  

5.  India’s further engagement in the CFA, its subsidiary bodies and 
OECD’s Global Relations Programme on Tax 
 
India has been an active participant in the OECD’s CFA and its working parties 

since 2006 (as an observer) making a significant contribution to the  development of 

the work of the CFA and providing a unique developing country perspective.  

 

Over the last five years, the relationship between India and the CFA has deepened 

and strengthened. In recognition of this, the CFA has recognised possibility of India 

considering a change in its status within the Committee to full participant. This 

status would enable India to exercise the same rights and obligation as OECD 

members within the Committee with regard to developing and implementing the 

Committee’s work agenda and would also recognise the importance of India in the 

international dialogue on taxation. In the context of this three-year programme, 

India and the OECD will work towards achieving this goal. 

 

India intends to extend its co-operation with the OECD’s Global Relations Tax 

Programme by facilitating the participation of Indian officials in OECD events 

and fostering the participation of Indian experts in such events.   
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 [Annex] 
 
 

Implementation of high level policy dialogue on tax 
 
 
An event in 2011 
 
The first event will be conducted on 13-14 June 2011.  Following a high level 

discussion on current challenges in reforming tax policy, the event will focus on 

current issues in transfer pricing. This multi-faceted topic will initiate a 

dialogue on emerging issues on transfer pricing aspects of intangibles and will 

provide a forum for advanced discussion on mechanisms of dispute prevention 

and resolution.   

 
Topics in 2012 and 2013 
 
While topics for the 2012 and 2013 events have yet to be finalized, they will 

reflect India’s current interests and challenges. The following suggestions 

indicate possible events that might form part of the proposed programme.  

 

A) A high level event on exchange of information. Recognising India’s 

key role in the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of 

Information for Tax Purposes, it will allow key countries to exchange 

their views and experiences on efficient and effective domestic rules and 

administrative processes needed to capture, request, exchange, process 

and use cross-border tax information. 

 

B) A high level event for senior officials with responsibility for tax 

administration and governance issues relating to compliance, ethics 

and responsiveness to customers. Key areas for discussion are likely to 

include: encouraging voluntary taxpayer compliance, corporate 

management issues (including ensuring integrity and ethics) and 

promoting trust in a tax administration.  
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C) A high level event on the role of taxation in promoting equality. 

This would analyse the distributional effects of a range of tax policy 

designs and administration alternatives, and their effect on 

horizontal/vertical inequality. 

 
D) A high level event on tax and the environment focused on operational 

issues underlying the design and implementation of environmental 

taxation measures such as identifying taxpayers, taxable events, 

monitoring, etc. 

 
E) A high level event on tax and development corresponding to India’s 

role in the informal Task Force for Tax and Development and in the G20, 

which gave the Task Force its mandate on tax and development.  This 

event would be based on the Domestic Resource Mobilization pillar of the 

G20 Development initiative and would provide an opportunity to discuss 

how its mandate could be achieved, and its significance for India and 

other emerging economies. 

 
F) A high level event on international tax avoidance focused on 

responding to the issue of tax avoidance related to cross-border 

transactions.   This event would cover key policy issues and the various 

legislative and administrative responses available to countries aiming to 

counter tax avoidance and similar profit shifting schemes. 

 
G) Follow-up events on transfer pricing and exchange of information 

after the events in 2011.  This event could take place in 2012 or 2013 and 

would reflect India’s interests and the current global environment 

concerning these issues. 

 
H)  A whole of government approach to dealing with illicit payments. 

This would build upo n the outcomes from the Oslo conference.  


