
GLOBAL RELATIONS AND TAXATION

CTPA’s Global Relations acts as a bridge between OECD member countries and non-OECD economies to 

ensure that OECD approaches to taxation continue to be of wide relevance in an increasingly interdependent 

global economy. This means:

• Listening to non-OECD economies,

• Understanding their perspectives,

• Ensuring that OECD approaches and innovations reflect the reality of non-OECD economies’ circumstances,

and

• Promoting the vital importance of global consensus and best practice in the international tax area.

All countries look to taxation to finance their 

social and physical infrastructural 

programmes. But taxation is about more than 

raising funds:

Taxation shapes the environment in 

which international trade and 

investment takes place. 

It plays a key role in ensuring good 

governance by promoting the 

relationship between government and 

citizens, and ensuring the former are 

accountable to the latter.

Countries want to ensure that they 

receive their fair share of tax revenues

and to effectively counter tax avoidance.

Why is taxation central to the 
global economy?
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The OECD and Taxation

The OECD’s Committee on Fiscal Affairs (CFA) is 

the global leader in developing internationally 

accepted principles, standards and guidelines in 

the area of international taxation. These are 

applied by OECD member countries and non-

OECD economies alike.

For example, the OECD Model Tax Convention 

on Income and Capital has been used by both 

OECD member countries and non OECD 

economies for over 50 years as the basis for their 

bilateral tax conventions. And the OECD Transfer 

Pricing Guidelines represent the internationally 

accepted consensus for the determination of  

pricing for cross-border transactions between 

related persons. 

The CFA’s work also includes the development of 

best practices in the administration of taxation, 

and countering tax avoidance and tax evasion.
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• The CTPA maintains a dialogue between non-OECD economies and OECD member countries and 

delivers a global programme to promote international co-operation in taxation. 

• The CTPA delivers over 60 week-long, multilateral events each year, providing the opportunity for 

senior government officials to share expertise and experience in all aspects of international taxation, tax 

policy and tax administration with peers from their region and around the world. 

• These events build directly on and feed back into the work of the Committee on Fiscal Affairs. Around 

half of these events are held at the OECD’s five multilateral tax centres administered in partnership with 

Austria, Hungary, Turkey, Korea and Mexico. Others are hosted by non-OECD countries in Latin 

America, Africa and Asia.  

Our Advisory Group, mostly composed of non-OECD economies, acts as a conduit for non-OECD views into 

the work of the programme and the developing work of the Committee on Fiscal Affairs.  

The CFA’s Global Relations Programme

Non-OECD economies look to taxation to deliver their economic and social programmes. This is best 

summed up in a statement by African Tax Commissioners in 2008:

“We believe that more effective tax systems can:

1. Mobilise the domestic tax base as a key mechanism for developing countries to escape aid or single 

resource dependency.

2. Reinforce government legitimacy through promoting accountability of governments to tax-paying citizens, 

effective state administration and good public financial management.

3. Promote economic growth, reduce extreme inequalities, and thereby significantly improve the lives of our 

citizens.

4. Achieve a fairer sharing of the costs and benefits of globalisation.”

Communiqué issued by 30 African Tax Commissioners , August 2008

Global Relations works with non-OECD economies to help them achieve these objectives. 
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