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Overview of Current Development in Manufactured Nanomaterials 
 (Netherlands) 

Date Major Development Participants of 
WPMN meeting  

July 2010 (N/A)  

Oct 2009 - Motions of the Lower House concerning nanotechnology (2009)  

• The Lower House of Netherlands‟ Parliament has introduced three 
motions concerning nanotechnology. The first motion is a request to 
the Risks of Nanotechnology Knowledge and Information Centre (KIR 
nano) to coordinate the derivation of reference values. The second asks 
the government asked to oblige producers/importers of products 
containing nanomaterials to perform a risk analysis for their 
nanomaterials/products. The third asks government to introduce a duty 
to report the use of nanomaterials in products by producers/importers.  

- Dutch Action Plan Nanotechnology (2008)  

• A result of the paper on the Dutch government‟s vision on 
nanotechnologies (Netherlands‟ government, 2006) is a Dutch Action 
Plan Nanotechnology, concentrating on ethics, risk research, 
innovation and development. The action plan includes proposals on 
managing risks, research and innovation, the communication of the 
technology with the wider society and legal aspects and is in line with 
the European action plan. In relation to risks the most significant 
actions are:  

• Proposal of a new strategic research agenda in summer 2008 by the 
Netherlands‟ Nano Initiative (NNI). The proposed research budget is 
100 million/year of which 15% should be used for risk research, 
starting in 2010.  

• A Risks of Nanotechnology Knowledge and Information Centre (KIR 
nano) at the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment 
(RIVM),  

• Participation in OECD sponsorship programmes (co-sponsor cerium 
oxide, dosimetry).  

• To stimulate sharing of knowledge and information on risks of 
nanotechnology between companies and institutions, the government 
founded the „Stakeholder group Nanotechnology Risks‟ in which 
business, social, and societal organizations participate,  

• Furthermore, a broad societal committee is formed to facilitate and 
stimulate a public dialogue on nanotechnologies in the Netherlands 
and to advise the government on ethical aspects, societal dialogue and 
communication (Committee Public Dialogue Nanotechnology, see 
www.nanopodium.nl (in Dutch)),  
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• Several initiatives are started to stimulate the sharing of knowledge 
and information between industry and government.  

- Risks of Nanotechnology Knowledge and Information centre (KIR 
nano).  

• KIR nano aims at observing and monitoring the potential risks of 
nanotechnology, gathering relevant scientific literature, generating 
overviews of relevant legislation, and advising and informing 
governmental bodies and professionals. These activities are always 
performed from a risk assessment viewpoint. Its signalling function is 
put into practice by participating in national and international networks 
(e.g. OECD WPMN, REACH CASG Nano, ISO, SCENIHR, ILSI, 
EFSA, SETAC, WHO/FAO, ETP NanoMedicine) and bringing 
experts together into national expert panels on different topics 
(environment, food, consumer products, medical applications, and 
workers). In addition, KIR nano is involved in the EU FP-7 projects: 
EU Observatory Nano NanoImpactNet and FramingNano. In this way, 
KIR nano acts as an information exchange platform without 
performing research itself. As a first achievement, a report giving an 
overview of risks for man and the environment and knowledge gaps in 
the entire field of nanotechnology was published (RIVM Report 
601785003 and 601785004, www.rivm.nl.)  

- Participation in international organizations: REACH-CA subgroup  

• The subgroup of nanotechnology under REACH competent authorities 
works on a first step to include nanoparticles within the 
implementation of REACH. In this context, RIVM has studied the 
suitability of REACH for ensuring the safety of nanomaterials for man 
and the environment. This was done by performing a hypothetical 
registration under REACH of silver, a substance that exists both in 
nano and non-nanoform (i.e. bulk form). The study revealed the 
problems that potential registrants may encounter when trying to 
register a substance such as nano silver under REACH. Also, a risk 
assessment framework for first generation nanomaterials under 
REACH was proposed, based on the information generated in the case 
study. The final report is expected to become available on the RIVM 
website (www.rivm.nl) in October 2009.  

March 2009 Cabinet view on nanotechnologies  

In November 2006 the Dutch government issued a cabinet view on 
nanotechnologies. The aim of this cabinet view is to indicate whether the 
frameworks necessary for responsible developments are adequate or in 
need of adjustment or revision. This assessment will be made on the basis 
of the main areas of Opportunities, Dealing with Risks, Ethical and Legal 
Issues, Research Agenda, Coordination and Support base and 
Communication. The view can be briefly summarised as follows: 
nanotechnologies are new technologies that are already the subject of a 
great deal of research worldwide and that are being increasingly applied. It 
is important that the Netherlands participates in this, not only by keeping 
up with the development of knowledge in the field but also by securing a 
position in the vanguard. Furthermore, we must be alert to the possible 
risks that nanotechnologies entail. The Netherlands will only be able to 
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take optimum advantage of the opportunities by dealing cautiously and 
carefully with the associated risks.  

Based on this cabinet view a.o. the following actions have been taken:  

• An interdepartmental working group on possible risks of 
nanotechnology has been established, which will produce an action 
plan for both applications and risks of nanotechnology (June 2008) and 
a document for the Government on the risk strategy by the end of 
2008.  

• A national observatory, called the Risks of Nanotechnology 
Knowledge and Information centre (KIR nano) was established in 
2007 at the National Institute of Public Health and the Environment 
(RIVM). KIR nano is a result of the Dutch action plan which includes 
proposals on research, innovation, legal aspects, risk management, and 
communication to the public at large. KIR nano aims at observing and 
monitoring the potential risks of nanotechnology, gathering relevant 
scientific literature, generating overviews of relevant legislation, and 
advising and informing governmental bodies and professionals. These 
activities are always performed from a risk assessment viewpoint. Its 
signaling function is put into practice by participating in national and 
international networks (e.g. OECD WPMN, REACH CASG Nano, 
ISO, SCENIHR, EFSA, SETAC, WHO/FAO) and bringing experts 
together into national expert panels on different topics (environment, 
food, consumer products, medical applications, and workers). In this 
way, KIR nano acts as an information exchange platform without 
performing research itself. Until now, the focus was on engineered, 
free, insoluble and non biodegradable nanomaterials and their possible 
toxicological and ecotoxicological risks. As a first achievement, a 
report giving an overview of risks for man and the environment and 
knowledge gaps in the entire field of nanotechnology was published. 
An English translation will be available on www.rivm.nl in the near 
future.  

KIR nano is involved in the following EU FP-7 projects:  

• EU Observatory Nano (work package on health, safety and 
environment and work package on legislation)  

• NanoImpactNet (work package on risk assessment and work package 
on environmental exposure)  

• FramingNano  

The Netherlands Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI), arising from the 
NanoNed consortium which is active in the area of possible applications 
of nanotechnology, made a Strategic national Research Agenda (SRA). 

June 2008 In November 2006 the Dutch government issued a cabinet view on 
nanotechnologies. The aim of this cabinet view is to indicate whether the 
frameworks necessary for responsible developments are adequate or in 
need of adjustment or revision. This assessment will be made on the basis 
of the main areas of Opportunities, Dealing with Risks, Ethical and Legal 
Issues, Research Agenda, Coordination and Support base and 
Communication. The view can be briefly summarised as follows: 
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nanotechnologies are new technologies that are already the subject of a 
great deal of research worldwide and that are being increasingly applied. It 
is important that the Netherlands participates in this, not only by keeping 
up with the development of knowledge in the field but also by securing a 
position in the vanguard. Furthermore, we must be alert to the possible 
risks that nanotechnologies entail. The Netherlands will only be able to 
take optimum advantage of the opportunities by dealing cautiously and 
carefully with the associated risks.  

Based on this cabinet view a.o. the following actions have been taken:  

• An interdepartmental working group on possible risks of 
nanotechnology has been established, which will produce an action 
plan for both applications and risks of nanotechnology (June 2008) and 
a document for the Government on the risk strategy by the end of 
2008.  

• A National Observatory dealing with the possible toxicological risks 
of nanoparticles has been established at the National Institute for 
Public Health and the Environment (RIVM). Its main tasks are 
signaling the major scientific developments on toxicological risks of 
engineered, unsoluble, non-biodegradable free nanoparticles. Hereto it 
participates in (inter)national working groups (a.o. OECD, ISO, 
SCENIHR, EFSA, ICON, SETAC) and (networking)projects (a.o. FP-
7) and informs government and professionals. The Observatory does 
not perform research itself, but advices on research agendas.  

• The Netherlands Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI), arising from the 
NanoNed consortium which is active in the area of possible 
applications of nanotechnology, has started working on a National 
Research Agenda. This agenda will include a section on possible risks, 
and is expected to be finished mid 2008.  

Nov 2007 In November the Dutch government issued a cabinet view on 
nanotechnologies. The aim of this cabinet view is to indicate whether the 
frameworks necessary for responsible developments are adequate or in 
need of adjustment or revision. This assessment will be made on the basis 
of the main areas of Opportunities, Dealing with Risks, Ethical and Legal 
Issues, Research Agenda, Coordination and Support base and 
Communication. The view can be briefly summarised as follows: 
nanotechnologies are new technologies that are already the subject of a 
great deal of research worldwide and that are being increasingly applied. It 
is important that the Netherlands participates in this, not only by keeping 
up with the development of knowledge in the field but also by securing a 
position in the vanguard. Furthermore, we must be alert to the possible 
risks that nanotechnologies entail. The Netherlands will only be able to 
take optimum advantage of the opportunities by dealing cautiously and 
carefully with the associated risks.  

Based on this cabinet view a.o. the following actions have been taken:  

• An interdepartmental working group on possible risks of 
nanotechnology has been established, which will produce a document 
for the Government on the risk strategy by the end of 2007 and an 
action plan for both applications and risks of nanotechnology in early 
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2008.  

• The first phase of the establishment of a National Observatory dealing 
with the possible risks of nanoparticles has been completed at the 
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM).  

• The Netherlands Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI), arising from the 
NanoNed consortium which is active in the area of possible 
applications of nanotechnology, has started working on a National 
Research Agenda. This agenda will include a section on possible risks, 
and is expected to be finished in early 2008.  

April 2007 In November the Dutch government issued a cabinet view on 
nanotechnologies. The aim of this cabinet view is to indicate whether the 
frameworks necessary for responsible developments are adequate or in 
need of adjustment or revision. This assessment will be made on the basis 
of the main areas of Opportunities, Dealing with Risks, Ethical and Legal 
Issues, Research Agenda, Coordination and Support base and 
Communication. The view can be briefly summarised as follows: 
nanotechnologies are new technologies that are already the subject of a 
great deal of research worldwide and that are being increasingly applied. It 
is important that the Netherlands participates in this, not only by keeping 
up with the development of knowledge in the field but also by securing a 
position in the vanguard. Furthermore, we must be alert to the possible 
risks that nanotechnologies entail. The Netherlands will only be able to 
take optimum advantage of the opportunities by dealing cautiously and 
carefully with the associated risks.  

Based on this cabinet view a.o. the following actions have been taken:  

• An interdepartmental working group on possible risks of 
nanotechnology has been established, which will produce an action 
plan for the Government this year.  

• The first phase of the establishment of a National Observatory dealing 
with the possible risks of nanoparticles has been completed at the 
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM).  

• The Netherlands Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI), arising from the 
NanoNed consortium which is active in the area of possible 
applications of nanotechnology, has started working on a national 
Research Agenda. This agenda will include a section on possible risks.  
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