
1 

 

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BIAC) 

PART I: CEFIC 

 

Highlights  

 

 Active contribution of industry to national and international regulatory initiatives to 

effectively manage nanomaterials and nanotechnologies  

 Through its Long-range Research Initiative (LRI), Cefic sponsors safety research on 

nanomaterials  

 External stakeholder events and projects on nanomaterials and nanotechnologies  

 

Background 

 

The mission of Cefic - the European Chemical Industry Council - and its member companies, is to 

offer innovative nanomaterials, nanotechnologies and nano-enabled products that help answer the social 

and environmental challenges and respond to the changing needs of society to improve quality of life of 

this and future generations. We will ensure that our nanomaterials, products and technologies are 

researched, designed, manufactured and used safely and responsibly throughout their entire life cycle. We 

will initiate dialogue and engagement with stakeholders to ensure that the products we market answer the 

needs and priorities of our customers and stakeholders and make a strong contribution to boosting the 

European economy. 

Work Underway or Planned 

To achieve their vision for sustainable nanomaterials and nanotechnology, Cefic is undertaking a 

range of activities. A few of these activities are highlighted below:  

National and regional regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 

recommendations or discussions related to implementing, and if needed adapting, existing regulatory 

systems and the drafting of guidance materials  

Cefic and its members actively contribute to the REACH Competent Authority subgroup on 

nanomaterials, initiated by the REACH Competent Authority Meeting. The aim of the subgroup is to 

consider how the provisions of REACH and it guidance documents could be applied to nanomaterials.  

Cefic continues to contribute to the public debate regarding nanomaterials by providing scientific 

input to discussions on risk assessment methodologies and risk assessment measures to adequately control 

potential risks with nanomaterials. 

Through close collaboration with its national member federations Cefic contributes to nanomaterials 

and nanotechnology management discussions at the national level. At the international level, Cefic works 

through the ICCA (International Council of Chemical Associations) to contribute to such initiatives at the 

global level.   

Research programs or strategies designed to address human health and/or environmental safety aspects 

of nanomaterials  

Through its Long-range Research Initiative (LRI), Cefic sponsors health and environment safety 

research on nanomaterials. For example, one project led by Dr Otto Creuzenberg at the Fraunhofer Institute 

will test the suitability of OECD testing guidelines for nano zinc oxide and nano amorphous silicon dioxide 

particles and define a tiered testing strategy for these nanoparticles. 



In order to address regulatory and public concerns, industry is evaluating the ecological risks that 

maybe associated with nanoparticles. Currently accepted testing strategies will be evaluated, supplemented 

and improved, where needed, to address potential nano-specific effects focusing on ecologically relevant 

exposures. Through the LRI, the European chemical industry is sponsoring a project on the “assessment of 

nanoparticle specific effects in environmental toxicity testing”. The research is being led by the group of 

Dr Alistair Boxall, at the University of York. The outcomes of the project will help determine the 

environmental impact of nanomaterials in aquatic systems. 

Both projects are contributions of Cefic (via BIAC) to the Sponsorship Program of the OECD 

Working Party of Manufactured Nanomaterials and started in December 2008 and will be finalized in 

December 2010. For more information visit http://www.cefic-lri.org 

Stakeholder Engagement  

In June 2008, Cefic organized an external stakeholder event. The aim was to facilitate an open and 

frank exchange of information so that industry, policy makers and other stakeholders can gain a better 

understanding about each other’s point of view. Four chemical companies shared detailed information on 

four real-life nano-enabled products, discussing how and why nanomaterials work inside the product to 

improve its functionality and how they are tested for safety across their life cycle. This event will be 

followed up in the first half of 2009 with smaller, more focussed “stakeholder participative projects” where 

a maximum of 10-15 stakeholders will work together on pre-consulted projects. Possible projects currently 

under discussion include a review of the global chemical industry’s Responsible Care
®
 Program to assess 

how it addresses novel technologies, with a focus on nanotechnologies – and to make suggestions for 

adaptation where appropriate. Another is to look at ways of sharing appropriate information about 

nanomaterials and nanotechnologies with stakeholders. Questions include: what information should be 

provided to whom and in what form?  

For further information please contact:  

Johan Breukelaar, Director International Chemicals Policy, jbr@cefic.be 

 

PART II: VCI 

 

The German Chemical Industry has committed itself to a responsible production and use of 

nanomaterials. To support member companies, and customer companies in the value chain, to manage the 

health, safety and environmental aspects of nanomaterials throughout the life cycle, the German Chemical 

Industry Association VCI has issued the following series of documents. They provide guidance on all 

aspects of a good product stewardship on nanomaterials. 

Principle documents: 

 Implementing Responsible Care® for a Responsible Production and Use of Nanomaterials 

Regulatory documents: 

 Requirements of the REACH Regulation on Substances which are Manufactured or Imported 

also as Nanomaterials  

 Guidance for a Tiered Gathering of Hazard Information for the Risk Assessment of 

Nanomaterials  

 Guidance for Handling and Use of Nanomaterials at the Workplace  

 Guidance for the Passing on of Information along the Supply Chain in the Handling of 

Nanomaterials via Safety Data Sheets  

http://www.cefic-lri.org/
mailto:jbr@cefic.be
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 Strategy Paper of the German Chemical Industry on the Standardisation of 

NanomaterialsDocuments on safety research: 

 Roadmap for Safety Research on Nanomaterials  

 Environmental Aspects of Nanoparticles 

These documents have been discussed with the public as well as national and European authorities. 

The "Guidance for Handling and Use of Nanomaterials at the Workplace" and the "Guidance for the 

Passing on of Information along the Supply Chain in the Handling of Nanomaterials via Safety Data 

Sheets" have been developed together with stakeholders in dialogue activities.  The "Roadmap for Safety 

Research on Nanomaterials" and the paper on "Environmental Aspects of Nanoparticles" have been 

developed together with representatives from science." The latter will be supported by a paper on results on 

research projects dealing with nanoparticle releases from end products. 

In October 2008, BIAC and the German Federal Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (BAuA) 

hosted a workshop on “Exposure Assessment and Exposure Mitigation” (SG8) in the framework of the 

OECD Working Party on Manufactured Nanomaterials (WPMN). The workshop was sponsored by the 

German Chemical Industry Association (VCI) and discussed measurement techniques and measures for 

workplace safety. 

www.vci.de 

 

PART III: ACC 

The American Chemistry Council Nanotechnology Panel (Panel) participated in and helped support 

the October 28-29, 2008 Workshop held at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars that 

focused on identifying appropriate materials characterization in nano-toxicity studies.  Material 

characterization recommendations resulted from this workshop, and options were identified to implement 

the recommendations among researchers, research managers, and research publishers.   

The Panel continued to support and participate in the voluntary EPA Nanoscale Materials Stewardship 

Program (NMSP).  The Panel continues to discuss with EPA the further implementation of the basic and 

in-depth components of the NMSP, and the data to be generated by the contributions of BIAC to the 

OECD testing program.  EPA and the Panel continue to discuss risk and exposure related research follow 

up activities. 

The Panel continued to provide input to the reauthorization process of the US National 

Nanotechnology Initiative.  NNI reauthorization legislation is expected to be re-introduced early in the new 

Congress.  The Panel supports the NNI reauthorization and seeks to build upon the National Research 

Council review and recommendations for the NNI environment, health, and safety (EHS) program.  

Focusing on supporting increased funding and prioritization of EHS research at the federal level, the Panel 

continues to support the development of a "top-down" preparation of a roadmap for EHS federally funded 

research with progress markers clearly identified that are measurable over specified time intervals. 

http://www.americanchemistry.com 

 

PART IV: JCIA 

 

Nanotechnologies are expected to bring benefits in a wide range of fields, as basic technologies for 

future industries. In particular, nanomaterials, which are produced by nanotechnologies, are expected to 

exhibit more specific functions than conventional materials.  

http://www.vci.de/
http://www.americanchemistry.com/


However, there is also concern that nanomaterials as chemical substances may harm human health or 

the environment because of their extremely small grain size. In fact, some researchers in Japan have 

reported results of safety assessments which may not necessarily be valid.  

Because of this situation, the Japan Chemical Industry Association (JCIA) raised this issue at the 

“New Chemical Issues Working Group(NCI-WG)” to Address New Issues in April 2008. The WG 

conducted a close examination and analysis in order to deepen its understanding and awareness of 

nanomaterials, and published the “Instruction Guidance“ regarding Nanomaterials” in July, and the 

“Investigation Report regarding Nanomaterials” in December, both of which have been made public to the 

members. 

In Japan, in response to a request from the public regarding the aforementioned concern, the relevant 

ministries have established committees to consider measures from various perspectives such as the 

protection of working environment and workers, safety of consumers, environmental impacts, and 

producers and importers. JCIA has been participating in these committees and offering opinions 

aggressively on what measures should be taken, from the standpoint of the chemical industry. 

Also, as for OECD-related activities, the “Study Session on Research on the Utilization and 

Communication of Information for the Promotion of Public Acceptance” and “National Review Committee 

for the Standardization of Nanotechnologies” established by the National Institute of Advanced Industrial 

Science and Technology (AIST) as a follow-up group for such OECD activities respectively. JCIA has 

been actively participating and offering opinions as its project member since June and September 2008. 

 


