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IRELAND 

Highlight of developments since the 3
rd

 meeting of the WPMN 

 The Science Foundation Ireland, the Higher Education Authority and the Environmental 

Protection Agency provided funding to research programmes in nanoscience 

 The 7
th
 EU Framework Programme funded the project NeuroNano  

 The Health and Safety Authority together with Forfás, Enterprise-Ireland, Academia, Irish 

Industry, Irish Business and Employers Confederation, and other Irish departments continue to 

participate in the ad-working group on Nanotechnology to develop a strategy on the safe use of 

nanoparticles in the workplace. 

 Opening of Ireland ‘s first purpose built Nanoscience Research Institute 

 Annual Congress 2008: Nanotechnology - organised by the Institute of Chemistry  

 NanoImpactNet Events in 2008 – 2 workshops will be hosted University College Dublin 

Work completed, underway or planned 

 

1. Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 

recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the drafting 

of laws/ regulations/ guidance materials 

 

At present there is no specific national regulation addressing nanomaterials in Ireland. 

In June 2007, the Technical and Scientific Advisory Committee (TSAC) of the Health and Safety 

Authority (HSA) approved the set up an ad-hoc working group on Nanotechnology to discuss and develop 

a HSA strategy on the safe use of nanomaterials in the workplace.  The ad-hoc working group on 

Nanotechnology consists of stakeholders from academia, industry, employee representatives and several 

Irish departments. 

Since the 1
st
 October 2007 the ad-hoc working group on Nanotechnology has met three times to 

discuss the Terms of Reference, which was agreed, and the drafting of the HSA strategy on the safe use of 

nanomaterials in the workplace. At the 3
rd

 ad-hoc working group meeting further discussions took place on 

the drafting of individual chapters and the future development of the HSA strategy. 

The National Policy & Advisory Board for Enterprise, Trade, Science, Technology & Innovation 

(Forfás) has prepared a report ‘NanoIreland’, which looks at developing a national nanotechnology 

approach for Ireland and will include the aspiration that Ireland should be at the forefront of the debate on 

Regulation and Safety. The NanoIreland report is currently under consideration for publication. 

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes 

 

At present there are no specific initiatives in relation to voluntary or stewardship schemes in Ireland.  



3. Information on any risk assessment decisions 

 

Ireland has not received any notification for a nanomaterial. Consequently no risk assessment has 

been carried out. 

4. Information on any developments related to good practice documents 

 

At present there is no Irish guidance or good practice documents. 

5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/ or environmental 

safety aspects of nanomaterials 

 

In 2007, Ireland included in their research programmes on Nanotechnology specific research 

programmes to address human health and/or environmental safety aspects of nanomaterials.  

The Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) funded ca. 30 research project in the area of nanotechnology 

(mainly in the ICT sector) including three projects in Life Science research: 

 BioNanoInteract (Research Cluster led by Prof. Kenneth Dawson, University College Dublin 

(UCD)) 

 Nanopharmacology in platelet research: Focus on nitric oxide & matrix metalloproteinases (led 

by Prof Marek Radomski,Trinity College Dublin)  

 The Functions of Nanoscale Complex Systems (led by Prof. Suzanne Jarvis, UCD) 

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) funded the project NanoTEIRE  up to a level of €31.6M via 

the Programme for Research in Third-Level Institutions, 4
th
 cycle (PRTLI 4). NanoTEIRE is a consortium 

of all Irish universities with international leading research capability in nanoscience and nanotechnology 

(led by Prof. John J. Bolan, Centre for Research on Adaptive Nanostructures and Nanodevices (CRANN).  

Furthermore, the Irish EPA launched a call for research proposals in the area of environmental & 

human health with a closing date by 23
rd

 January 2008. The technical description of the Science, 

Technology, Research & Innovation for the Environment (STRIVE) programme 2007-2013 includes 

research opportunities, such as: 

 Potential health impacts of engineered nanomaterials - including predicting the behaviour of 

nanoparticles, during usage, handling and disposal 

 Development of alternatives to animal-based techniques for toxicology testing 

 Ecotoxicology research in support of the REACH Directive 

No details on the number of approved and funded projects are currently available. 

In addition, Ireland received approval and funding from the EU for a project under the seventh 

Framework Programme (FP7) for research, technical development and demonstration activities -Theme 4 – 

NMP - Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production Technologies. This program is 

currently under negotiation. The project NeuroNano will focus on study of the risk encountered by people 

exposed to NanoParticles and the development of neurodegenerative diseases, and is led by Prof Kenneth 

Dawson (UCD). Several European and/or international partners in the US, Asia, Central and South 

America are involved in this project.  
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On 23
rd

 January 2008 the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern TD officially opened the Naughton Institute, a 

€100 million state-of-the-art new science facility at Trinity College Dublin which will house Ireland’s first 

purpose-built Nanoscience Research Institute, CRANN and the world’s first Science Gallery. 

A new BioNanoScience Centre building at UCD was also funded (€23M) by HEA by PRTLI 4. 

The Institute of Chemistry (ICI) held the Annual Congress 2008 in Athlone on 16
th
 May 2008 which 

focused on Nanotechnology. The conference was attended by ca. 60 people and speakers were from both 

academia and industry. Research perspectives from academia included an overview of the human and 

environmental impacts of nanomaterials. The industrial applications of nanotechnology included talks 

regarding e.g. NanoCrystal Technology in Drug Formulation and Nanomaterials in the Recycling of 

Plastics. 

On 19-20 June 2008, on behalf of the European Network on the Health and Environmental Impact of 

Nanomaterials, the University College Dublin will host two discussion workshops related to current 

research needs for assessment of the safety of nanoparticles for human health. 

6. Information on any public/ stakeholder consultation 

 

The Interdepartmental Committee (IDC) has requested Forfás to conduct a feasibility study on the 

building of a Nano Fabrication (NanoFab) facility in Ireland.  The Terms of Reference are currently been 

framed.  

Forfás, which is also involved in the OECD Working Party on Nanotechnology (WPN), and the 

WPN’s steering group ‘Impacts on Companies and the Business Environment’ is currently doing a survey 

of 13 nominated companies. Results of this survey are expected by the end of June 2008. 

 


