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IRELAND 

Highlight of developments since the 1st meeting of the WPMN 
• In 2006 the Health and Safety Authority initiated a public internet consultation on engineered 

nanoparticles addressed at companies in Ireland that research, manufacturer or use nanomaterials.  

• The Health and Safety Authority liaised with Forfás and Enterprise-Ireland   

• The Health and Safety Authority is planning to develop a national policy on nanotechnology  

• Project under the 6th Frame Programme and others foreseen under the 7th Framework Programme 

Work completed, underway or planned 
 
1. Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 

recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the drafting 
of laws/ regulations/ guidance materials 

At present there is no specific national regulation addressing nanomaterials in Ireland. 

In April 2006 the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) which is the Competent Authority for chemical 
legislation in Ireland liaised with the National Policy & Advisory Board for Enterprise, Trade, Science, 
Technology & Innovation (Forfás) and with the governmental agency Enterprise-Ireland responsible for 
the development of Irish Industry, to discuss future development in relation to nanomaterials. 

During 2006 Forfás organized Panel meetings (NanoBio, NanoMaterials and NanoElectronics) (as 
part of a Technology Assessment process to develop a national approach to the development of 
Nanotechnology in Ireland) to discuss approaches with stakeholders regarding the nanotechnology 
development.  

Forfás is preparing a report ‘NanoIreland’, which develops a national nanotechnology approach for 
Ireland and will include the aspiration that Ireland should be the forefront of the debate on Regulation and 
Safety. This is scheduled to be published soon after the Irish General election (publication of national 
policy documents is prohibited during election campaigns). 

The issue of a National Policy on nanotechnology will have to be discussed further at a national level. 
However, it is hoped that a national policy will be developed. 

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes 

At present there are no specific initiatives in relation to voluntary or stewardship schemes in Ireland. 
However, some companies that participated in the internet consultation signaled that they are willing to 
share further information on current projects. A dialogue with these companies will have to be initiated. 

The NanoIreland development may also contribute to this process, until the approval of the 
recommendations under the NanoIreland umbrella. 

3. Information on any risk assessment decisions 

Ireland has not yet received a notification of a nanomaterial. Consequently no risk assessment has 
been carried out. 
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4. Information on any developments related to good practice documents 

Due to lack of information Ireland is not yet in a position to develop a guidance or good practice 
documents. 

5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/ or environmental 
safety aspects of nanomaterials 

Ireland does not have an overall specific research programme to address human health and/or 
environmental safety aspects of nanomaterials. However, Ireland received approval and funding from the 
EU for a project under the sixth Framework Programme (FP6) search, technical development and 
demonstration activities. The project NanoInteract focuses on risk assessment of engineered nanoparticles 
and is led by the University College Dublin (UCD). Besides UCD several other Irish universities and Irish 
companies are involved in this project. NanoInteract  started on 1st January 2007 and will run until 31st 
December 2009. 

Enterprise-Ireland has noted a number of risk assessment and health and safety activities under the 
seventh Framework Programme (FP7) for research, technical development and demonstration activities. As 
the call for FP7 is currently open and will close on the 4th May 2007, no numbers can be reported at this 
stage.  

6. Information on any public/ stakeholder consultation 

In April 2006 the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) developed a questionnaire regarding engineered 
nanomaterials to address the following objectives: 

• Need to gain some information on the nature of nanomaterials, such as: 
 

o Type of nanomaterials (chemical identity) 
o Type of industry using nanotechnology in Ireland 
o Quantities of nanomaterials used in Ireland 
o Particle sizes of nanomaterials 
o Methods by which nanomaterials are identified 
o Any information available on the potential hazard(s) associated with these nanomaterials 
o Exposure scenarios for nanomaterials in Irish industry 

 
• Need to modify regulations to address the risks of nanotechnology 
• Need to share information internationally on nanotechnology 
• Need to standardise definitions in respect of nanotechnology  
• Guidelines may have to be adapted in respect of nanomaterials 
• An alert system containing information on the kind of products involved may have to be created, 

based on information requirements of regulators  
 
This questionnaire was made publicly available on the HSA website as internet consultation for six 

weeks (1st August to 15th September 2006).  

The overall response rate was 33.33% including companies of the following sectors: electronics, 
pharmaceutical and medical devices.  

 


