
 
Flood governance practice: 

  
WHAT IS THIS CASE ABOUT? 

The Room for the River programme is a set of civil engineering works on 34 sites across the country, aiming to reduce flood risk by 
reinstating a more natural and dynamic flow for the Rhine, Meuse, Waal and Ijssel rivers. This programme was initiated at the national 
level by the government after major floods were narrowly averted in 1993 and 1995 that came close to overflowing the existing 
system of defences. Room for the River incorporates several types of building with natural measures, including lowering and 
broadening of the floodplains, river diversions and creation of temporary water storage areas, and restoration of marshy riverine 
landscapes. The programme reflects the Netherlands’ paradigm shift in water management from an emphasis on higher and stronger 
dikes to a more comprehensive approach. It also helped build support from the local stakeholders and stronger collaboration between 
the government and local communities. This maximised the economic co-benefits in the project areas, in line with the programme's 
second objective, to make the immediate surroundings more attractive.  

WHO DOES WHAT IN FLOOD GOVERNANCE? 
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Scale of management 

Flood 
anticipation 

and foresight 

Ministry of 
Infrastructure and 

Water Management 
(MIWM) 

  
NWA, 

Royal Netherlands 
Meteorological Institute 

 

Flood 
prevention 

and mitigation 

MIWM and 12 
provinces  

  Inspectorate for 
Environment and 
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Local/metropolitan 
Regional/provincial 

National 

Flood 
preparation 

National Water 
authority 

(NWA)(Rijkswaterstaat) 
and 21 Regional Water 

Authorities (RWAs) 

   

Flood 
response Ministry of Justice and 

Security 

25 Safety Regions, 
Municipalities, NWA 

and 21 RWAs 

 
NWA, 21 RWAs, 

25 Safety Regions, 
municipalities 

 

Regional/provincial 
Local/metropolitan Flood 

recovery 
NWA and 21 RWAs 

 

Stakeholder 
engagement in flood 

decision making 

    
     

     
  Government    
         YES     

         

               Private 
              stakeholders 

                YES 

 

              Experts     
               YES  

 
 

            

              Citizens 
         YES 

           

               Land users 
              YES 

      Youth 
                NO 

                 

                         Under- 
represented                                                      

NO 
 

             

Newcomers 
            NO 

Ngo         

             NGOs 
             YES 

Source: Information provided by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management (Rijkswaterstaat) in the framework of the OECD project 
“Flood Governance: A Shared Responsibility” (November 2016).  

KEY CHALLENGES BASED ON THE OECD PRINCIPLES ON WATER GOVERNANCE  

        

 
For the duration of the programme, new national 
regulation for dikes introduced new technical insights in 
dike strength. The challenge was to keep up with this new 
technical knowledge, given that the programme was 
already under way. 
 

   Most challenging principle(s) 
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Note: The information in this profile was submitted by the practice promoter to the OECD Water Governance Initiative. Any bias or errors in the original 
data or text are the sole responsibility of the practice provider. The practice is published at face value and should under no circumstances be considered 
as vetting, assessment or certification by the OECD. 

AREAS SUBJECT TO REGULATION 
 Areas subject to flood risk 
 Flood-risk management plans 
 Flood-risk management objectives 
 Flood-risk management measures 
 Operation of flood-protection measures 
 Technical characteristics 
 X     Conditions to implement measures 
 Stakeholders’ roles and missions 
 Funding arrangements 
 Projects increasing flood risk 
 X     Projects increasing environmental risk 
 Public information and consultation measures 
 Interface between water and other areas      

 
 
 
MECHANISMS TO ADDRESS TRADE-OFFS 
 

 
            Mechanisms in place and not in place 
 

 

 
TOP INNOVATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
Arrangements in place and not in place 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISMS 

MECHANISMS FOR ACCOUNTABILITY 

                                                                 
   Freedom               Conflicts         Financial disclosure        Immunity 
of information      of interest         of income, assets          provisions 
                                                              and interests 
       YES                       NO                           YES                              NO 

REPORTING MECHANISMS 

 Review of flood-risk management plans 

 Review of previous flood events 

 Strategic meetings 

 X      Online reporting platforms 

DATA AND INFORMATION COLLECTED 

 Descriptions of past floods  
 Potentially affected protected areas 
 Environmental needs 
 Land uses 
 Scenarios of flood probability 
 Vulnerable infrastructure and populations 
 Maps of the river basins 
 Flood-conveyance routes 
 Areas where floods with a high content of 

transported sediment and debris can occur 

               X     Navigation 
 Infrastructure 

               X     Institutions 
               X     Sources of finance 
               X     Other significant sources of pollution 

 Installations which might cause accidental pollution in 
case of flooding 

 Potential adverse consequences of future floods 
 Potential adverse consequences associated with flood 

scenarios 

 

TYPES OF CAPACITIES IN PLACE 

                                                     
           Governmental  Technical      Financial     Human   Infrastructural  Multi-lateral 
                     YES                  YES               YES             YES             YES                    NO 

 

FLOOD MANAGEMENT AND LINKAGES WITH 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
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temporal, ecological, risk-risk, floodwater, exposed 

pre-flood damage and temporal trade-offs   
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different actors to  
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government 


