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1. High-Level Panel on Water (HLPW) 
The High-Level Panel on Water was convened by the SG-UN and the President of the 
World Bank, with the aim to contribute to the implementation of SDG6 as well as to the 
achievement of the other SDGs that rely on the development and management of water 
resources. It consists of 11 sitting Heads of States and Government and one Special 
Advisor. More info can be found at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/HLPWater. An 
action plan can be found there too, including a description of various thematic initiatives 
that are being undertaken by the various member countries. 
 
2. Valuing Water Initiative 
One of those thematic initiatives concerns Valuing Water.  The aim is to reach “a global 
consensus and common language to guide better approaches to valuing water across 
three critical dimensions – social and cultural, environmental and economic”. In view of 
that, principles on Valuing Water are currently being developed. 
 
More information on the objective and planning of the Valuing Water Initiative is 
described in the following roadmap:  
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/15595Road_Map_Valuing_W
ater_Initiative_vs_1.1_March_8th_updated_May_19th  
 
3. Principles on Valuing Water 
Based on discussions among the 22 participants from around the world; a draft version 
of the principles has been developed. You can find it at 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/15591Bellagio_principles_on
_valuing_water_final_version_in_word.pdf.  
  
4. Regional multi-stakeholder consultation meetings   
In a series of regional stakeholder consultation meetings, the principles on Valuing Water 
are tested, contextualized, improved and adapted. In addition, the aim is to collect good 
examples and to develop possible actions for implementing the principles. The regional 
consultation meetings are organized by the host country, the Global Water Partnership, 
the World Bank and the Government of the Netherlands.  
 
The regional consultation meetings will convene a range of stakeholders: representatives 
from the various ministries (not only water resources and sanitation), municipalities, 
partner networks (including private sector), NGO’s, academic institutions and others.  
 
Two meetings already took place:  

• Pre-regional consultation meeting linked to an EU-Waterpact meeting on May 15th 

 (The Hague) 
• Regional consultation meeting in South Africa on May 30th  

 
Further regional stakeholder consultation meetings are envisaged:  

• Tajikistan on July 6th  
• Mexico  between 19th  and 25th of July (date to be determined)  
• Senegal (preliminary date 3rd of August) 
• Bangladesh between 31st back-to-back with Dhaka Water Conference 2017 and 

ministerial meeting of the Delta Coalition  
• Peru 16th of  August  
• Jordan (most likely second week of September)   
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Members of WGI are most welcome to join. In case a member of the WGI is interested to 
join in these regional consultations, please send an e-mail (in which you include the 
consultation you would like to attend) to joshua.newton@gwp.org, with CC to 
willem.mak@minienm.nl and ellen.van.lindert@minienm.nl 
 
5. Online consultation  
In addition to the regional consultations, an online consultation is organized. This will be 
hosted on the UN Sustainability Platform under the HLPW website. It should be online in 
the coming days. The online consultation will focus on examples and possible actions as 
an entry point for input.    
 
6. Processing results of consultation and integrating into the products  
The regional and online consultations are expected to yield a large amount of 
suggestions. These suggestions will be structured and analyzed; subsequently, it need be 
decided how they should be integrated in the preamble, principles, possible actions or 
underlying report. The major part of this analysis and re-drafting is planned for August. 
The session on Valuing Water in the official program of the Stockholm International 
Water Week is planned on Tuesday August 29th in the afternoon. This session will be 
used to present the first results of the consultations, with specific attention for the 
possible actions for Valuing Water. WGI members are very welcome to attend this 
meeting and share their views. 
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