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What’s the issue? 

Cities and urban areas play an increasingly important role in environmental and energy transitions. 
They are responsible today for 70% of greenhouse gas emissions, two-thirds of global energy 
consumption and for a major part of economic activities. Three quarters of people currently living in 
Europe live in urban areas; and urbanisation creates further pressures but also possibilities for more 
efficient use of resources. Cities are well positioned to fight climate change and to mainstream at the 
same time climate resilience into their spatial planning, infrastructure, local policies and investments 
through locally tailored climate strategies in line with national objectives. On the path towards 2050, 
cities will play a key role in transforming their building stock, mobility systems and land use, 
enterprises and industries, and urban infrastructure such as energy, water and solid waste 
management. This will require significant investments but also could lead to many positive impacts on 
urban sustainability, such as more business opportunities locally, better air quality, improved public 
service, and increased growth and well-being.  

About this seminar 

This seminar aims to synthesise academic evidence and practical examples in relation to managing 
environmental and energy transitions in cities. It sheds light on issues such as the challenges and 
opportunities for cities resulting from the transitions, best practices for managing the transition,   and 
collaboration across sectors and levels of government. The outcome of the seminars will feed into an 
OECD publication to inform urban and regional policy makers on how to best manage environmental 
and energy transitions for cities and regions.   

Contact 

Sandra Hannig 
Co-ordinator of the seminar series 

Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities 
Sandra.HANNIG@oecd.org  

Follow us on Twitter @OECD_local #OECDcities 
www.oecd.org/cfe 

mailto:Sandra.HANNIG@oecd.org


9:00-9:30 Registration  

9:30-10:00 Welcome and setting the scene 

 Lamia Kamal-Chaoui, Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, 
OECD. 

 Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit, Smart and Sustainable Growth, Directorate General for 
Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission. 

10:00-12:30 The New Frontier: What do we know about environmental and energy transitions in cities? 

 Moderator: Aziza Akhmouch, Head of Cities, Urban Policies, and Sustainable 
Development Division, CFE, OECD. 

Paper presentation 

 Prof. Harriet Bulkeley, Professor, Department of Geography, Durham University, UK 
o Managing Environmental and Energy Transitions in Cities: State of the Art and 

Emerging Perspectives 

Facilitated panel discussion on theoretical approaches and links with practical experience 

 Prof. Andy Gouldson, Professor of Environmental Policy, University of Leeds 

 Eric Lesueur, CEO of 2EI Veolia and Deputy Director of the Markets and Innovation 
Department  

 Rana Adib, Executive Secretary, REN21  

 Sebastian Wunderlich, German Environment Agency   
 

Open discussion with all seminar participants 

12:30-14:00 Lunch, OECD Restaurant des Nations 

14:00-16:30 From theory to practice: What policies can prepare cities for the challenges and 
opportunities associated with environmental and energy transitions? 

 Moderator: Gergana Miladinova, Team Leader Sustainable Growth, DG REGIO, 
European Commission 

Paper presentation 

 Seth Schultz, Special Advisor to Global Covenant of Mayors on Science & Innovation 
and Founder of Urban Breakthroughs & Brenna Walsh, Dalhousie University 

o Managing Environmental and Energy Transitions in Cities: Global Challenges 
and Policy Options 

 
Facilitated panel discussion on policies and practical examples: 

 David Maddox, Founder and Executive Director, The Nature of Cities  

 Eira Rosberg-Airaksinen, Sustainability Director, City of Lathi, Finland  

 Tadashi Matsumoto, Head of Unit, CFE, OECD  
 
Open discussion with all seminar participants 
 

16:30-17:00 Seminar takeaways and the way forward 

 Rudiger Ahrend, Head of Economic Analysis, Statistics and Multi-level Governance 
Section, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

 Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit, Smart and Sustainable Growth, Directorate General for 
Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 
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