
 
 

WORKSHOP SERIES: BROADENING INNOVATION POLICY – NEW INSIGHTS FOR REGIONS AND CITIES 
 

 

WORKSHOP 1: Fostering innovation in less-developed regions 

22 June 2018; 9:30 - 16:00 
OECD Headquarters, Chateau Room D, 2 rue André Pascal, 75016 Paris 

 

 

Despite large regional disparities and in many countries widening gap between well-performing and 
those regions lagging behind, countries’ innovation policy mixes have remained quite homogeneous, 
with region-specific policies accounting for only 0.71% of the reported budgets. However, no one-
size-fits-all prescription for innovation policy exists, in particular given different contexts such as 
rural vs urban areas or high and low knowledge-intensity economies.  

Innovation policy in less- developed regions needs a broader approach, considering factors that act 
as framework conditions for innovation diffusion. For instance, policy needs to consider institutional 
capacity building, as some regions lack strong institutions, good governance and political goodwill, 
all thought to be essential for innovation to “trickle down”. Beyond institutional factors, public 
action may need to take other aspects into account. Examples include regional integration with the 
national innovation system, industry links, as well as issues related to education and skills – 
especially taking into account today’s digital transformation.  

This is the first of a five-part series of high-level expert workshops in the context of an EC-OECD 
project “Broadening innovation policy – New insights for regions and cities”. Other sessions in the 
series will address the ; Building/reshaping global value chains; Developing strategies for industrial 
transition; Managing disruptive technologies; Experimental governance. The outcome of the 
workshops will feed into the work of the Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG 
REGIO) and the OECD and be summarised in a final OECD publication to inform regional policy 
makers in general. 
 

9:00-9:30 Welcome refreshments 

9:30-10:00 Setting the scene: Challenges and opportunities 

 Rudiger Ahrend, Head of Economic Analysis, Statistics and Multi-level Governance 
Section, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 
o Welcome remarks 

 Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit, Smart and Sustainable Growth, Directorate General 
for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 
o The need to broaden innovation policy to fit all types of regions 

10:00-12:00 The New Frontier: Differences in the nature of innovation and institutional frameworks 
in less-developed region 

 Moderator: Enrique Garcilazo, Head of Regional and Rural Development Unit, 
Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

Paper presentation 

 Slavo Radosevic, Professor of Industry and Innovation Studies, University College 
London (UCL) 

o What are the characteristics of innovation in less-developed region and 
how do they differ from innovation in other regions? What are the 
(institutional) framework conditions conducive for innovation in 
less-developed regions? 



Facilitated panel discussion on theoretical approaches and links with practical experience 

 Jiří Blažek, Professor in the Department of Social Geography and Regional 
Development, Charles University in Prague, Czech Republic 

 Attila Varga, Director of the Regional Innovation and Entrepreneurship Research 
Center and the Doctoral School of Regional Policy and Economics at the University 
of Pécs, Hungary 

 Piotr Zuber, Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Investment and Economic 
Development Radca, Poland  

 Anton Marcinčin (invited), Office of the Government Plenipotentiary for the 
Support of the Lagging Regions, Slovak Republic 

Open discussion with all participants 

12:00-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-15:30 From theory to practice:  

 Moderator: Marek Przeor, Team Leader Smart and Sustainable Growth, 
Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 

Paper presentation 

 Lena Tsipouri, Professor of Economics, University of Athens,  
o Practical examples on broadening the innovation policy mix: what are the 

policy options and how have they been (successfully) implemented? 

Facilitated panel discussion on other country examples in practice:  

 Tito Bianchi, Evaluation and Analysis Directorate in the Department for Cohesion 
of the Presidency of Italy’s Council of Ministers [Prime Minister’s Office], Italy 

 Cosmin Cristal, Expert, North East Romania Regional Development Agency, 
Romania 

 Nino Damenia, Project Manager, Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, 
Ukraine 

 Anwar Aridi, Innovation Specialist, World Bank, Washington DC, United States 

Open discussion with all participants 

15:30-16:00 Takeaways and the way forward 

 Rudiger Ahrend, Head of Economic Analysis, Statistics and Multi-level Governance 
Section, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

 Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit, Smart and Sustainable Growth, Directorate General 
for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 

16:00 Close 

 
The workshop will be held in English.  
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Logistical information 

 

Access to the OECD 

 
OECD Headquarters are situated at 2 rue André Pascal, 752016 Paris. The following link provides various 
different transport options: https://www.oecd.org/site/conferencecentre/gettingtotheoecd.htm  
 

 
 
Security arrangements are tight around the OECD complex. Participants will need to be registered for the 
meeting to obtain access to the conference centre (security badge). There is an initial security check outside 
the Conference Centre where participants must show a QR pass (sent out by email to registered participants 
and can be in either printed form or on a smart phone). There is a second formal security entrance inside the 
Centre where you will be given a badge. Participants will also need to show some form of ID. 
 

https://www.oecd.org/site/conferencecentre/gettingtotheoecd.htm

