
 
 

 
OECD contribution on Governance to the 6th World Water Forum 

Key messages and recommendations from the discussions  
 
Seven technical sessions and a multi-stakeholder panel were held as part of the Condition for 
Success 1 “Good Governance” coordinated by the OECD during the 6th WWF held in Marseille, France 
on 12-17 March 2012. 
 
From fruitful discussions and active debates on the topics of (i) effective public governance and 
institutions; (ii) integrated water resources management; and (iii) better integrity and transparency 
in the water sector, the “Good Governance” Core Group formulated key messages and 
recommendations among which:  
• Foster coordinated  policies between water, energy and agriculture, and across levels of 

government; 
• Promote coherent approaches to address the governance-financing nexus to design realistic 

investment programmes and foster sustainable cost recovery in the water sector; 
• Develop early warning diagnostic tools to identify governance gaps, before action is taken 

where needed;  
• Adopt participation, consultation and co-ordination mechanisms across stakeholders at all 

levels; 
• Clarify and strengthen the institutional framework that underpins water governance at all 

levels, including regulatory aspects;   
• Allocate human and financial resources in line with responsibilities of public authorities; 
• Enhance IWRM based on national frameworks  and the principle of river basin management; 
• Foster capacity building and monitoring mechanisms including performance indicators; 
• Create, update and/or harmonise water information systems and databases; 
• Map potential corruption risks, publicise water-related budgets and provide public information 

on water infrastructure plans and investment projects; 
• Strengthen integrity, transparency and accountability as part of on-going water-related 

reforms in countries;  
 
The “Good Governance” Core Group committed to pursue its work towards the 7th World Water 
Forum in Korea, within the OECD-led Network of Water Governance Leaders. 
 
For more information, see www.oecd.org/gov/water or contact Aziza.Akhmouch@oecd.org  + 33 1 
45 24 79 90  
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