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– 

■ The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, 
SMEs, Regions and Cities 

The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions 
and Cities (CFE) provides comparative statistics, 
analysis and capacity building for local and national 
actors to work together to unleash the potential of 
entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs), promote inclusive and sustainable regions and 
cities, boost local job creation, and support sound 
tourism policies. www.oecd.org/cfe 

■ The OECD Spatial Productivity Lab 

The OECD Spatial Productivity Lab (SPL) is a dedicated 
research laboratory that works with local and global 
partners to improve our understanding of the spatial 
dimension of productivity growth, the relevance of links 
between different types of areas and how regional policy 
can facilitate productivity growth, creation of better jobs 
and increased well-being.  

■ Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum 

Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum is the leading network 
organization for initiating, conducting and 
communicating policy relevant research in the field of 
entrepreneurship, innovation, business dynamics and 
growth. Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum is the founder 
of the most prestigious international research prize in 
the field: Global Award for Entrepreneurship Research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ Venue & Registration 

Virtual meeting over ZOOM. 
To participate, please register here. Link with log-in 
details sent to all registered participants. 

■ Language  

The meeting will be held in English. 

■ Website 

OECD Trento Centre: www.trento.oecd.org  

OECD Spatial Productivity Lab: oe.cd/SPL  

Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum: 
https://entreprenorskapsforum.se/en/ 

■ Contact 

Alexandra Tsvetkova: Alexandra.Tsvetkova@oecd.org  

Pernilla Norlin: Pernilla.Norlin@entreprenorskapsforum.se 

 

OECD SPL Partners  

       

      

         

https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WOSbNLt6QUeUJjNo4-jmTw
http://www.trento.oecd.org/
http://oe.cd/SPL
mailto:Alexandra.TSVETKOVA@oecd.org
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OECD Spatial Productivity Lab and Swedish 
Entrepreneurship Forum 

 
Thursday 

29 October 2020 

Venue: Virtual meeting over ZOOM – CET || Chair: Johan Eklund, Managing Director, Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum 

The effectiveness of business incentives is a subject of debate among researchers but is a popular tool of supporting regional 
and local economic development. This seminar will offer different perspectives on the link (established in the past) between 
policy-mandated business support and new firm entry. The differing points of view will serve as a background for a roundtable 
discussion among academics and practitioners on the ways to make incentives more effective, to bridge academic research and 
policy practice and to boost firm formation during and after the pandemic. 

 

15.25-15.30 ZOOM meeting open for connection 

15.30-15.40 Welcome and overview/logistics 

 Alexandra Tsvetkova, Economist/Policy Analyst, OECD Trento Centre for Local Development 

Johan Eklund, Managing Director, Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum 

15.40-15.55 Effects of economic incentives on business start-ups in the US: County-level 
evidence 

 Carlianne Patrick, Associate Professor, Georgia State University (US) 

Co-authors: Sydney Schreiner, Ph.D. student, Ohio State University (US); Alexandra Tsvetkova, OECD 
Trento Centre for Local Development and Mark Partridge, C. William Swank Chair of Rural-Urban Policy, 
Ohio State Univesity (US) 

‒ Do state and local incentives lead to higher rates of business start-ups in metropolitan counties (in 
USA)?  

‒ Do incentives crowd out other economic activity, potentially reducing long-term growth? 
‒ Are intersectoral job flows positively linked to the start-up rates? 

15.55-16.10 Subsidies for innovative start-ups and firm entry 

 Antonio Accetturo, Head, Economic Research Unit, Bank of Italy - Trento branch (Italy) 

‒ Are subsidies effective in stimulating entry of new and technologically advanced companies?   
‒ Do subsidies raise the innovation potential of treated firms? 

16.10-16.35 Roundtable discussion (alphabetical order) 

 Antonio Accetturo, Head, Economic Research Unit, Bank of Italy - Trento branch (Italy) 

Joakim Appelquist, Deputy Director General, Vinnova (Sweden) 

Albert Bravo-Biosca, Innovation Growth Lab, NESTA (United Kingdom) 

Carlianne Patrick, Associate Professor, Georgia State University (US) 

Salvatore Zecchini, Chair, OECD Working Party on SMEs and Entrepreneurship 

16.35-16.50 Q&A 

Questions from the audience 

16.50-17.00 Concluding remarks 

Sameeksha Desai, Director, Kauffman Foundation (US) 

http://www.slideshare.net/OECDLEED/effects-of-economic-incentives-on-business-start-ups-in-the-us-county-level-evidence-carlianne-patrick
http://www.slideshare.net/OECDLEED/effects-of-economic-incentives-on-business-start-ups-in-the-us-county-level-evidence-carlianne-patrick
http://www.slideshare.net/OECDLEED/subsidies-for-innovative-start-ups-and-firm-entry-antonio-accetturo
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Chair & Concluding Remarks 

  

Johan Eklund is Managing Director at Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum. He is also Professor of Industrial 
Economics at Blekinge Institute of Technology and Professor of Economics at Jönköping International Business 
School (JIBS). He is also Research Fellow at Indiana University, Institute for Development Strategies. His 
primary research includes law and economics, industrial economics, financial economics and corporate 
governance. 

 

Sameeksha Desai is Director of Knowledge Creation and Research at the Kauffman Foundation, where she 
leads the design and implementation of research-based thought leadership strategy in entrepreneurship, 
identifies knowledge gaps that must be closed in order to advance entrepreneurship and conducts actionable 
and practical research that can inform programmatic strategies. She is on leave from the faculty at Indiana 
University, and she is an affiliated researcher with the Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum and an editor at Small 
Business Economics.  

Speakers (in speaking order) 

 

Carlianne Elizabeth Patrick is an Associate Professor in the Department of Economics at the Andrew Young 
School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University and faculty affiliate of the Center for State and Local 
Finance, Fiscal Research Center, the Real Estate Center, and the Institute for Urban Studies as well as a 
Research Affiliate of the W.E. Upjohn Institute. Her research investigates how local variation in economic 
incentives and other conditions affect economic agents, covering several topics under this umbrella. She is the 
recipient of the 2016 Miernyk Research Excellence Medal, the 2014 Andrew Young School of Policy Studies 
Dean’s Early Career Award, Charles M. Tiebout Prize in Regional Science, Barry M. Moriarty Prize, W.E. Upjohn 
Foundation Early Career Award, and Regional Science Association International Dissertation Award.  

 

Antonio Accetturo is the Head of the Regional Analysis and Research Division of the Trento Branch of the 
Bank of Italy. He joined the Trento Division in 2013, after 4 years at the Bank of Italy Research Department in 
Rome and 3 years at the Milan Division. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the Catholic University of Milan and 
a BA from Bocconi University. He was a visiting researcher at the Kiel Institute for the Wolrd Economy 
(Germany), Columbia University (USA), University of California at Berkeley (USA), and LSE (UK). Antonio has 
authored and co-authored several papers on regional and urban economics, international trade, migration, and 
policy evaluation.  

 

Joakim Appelquist is Deputy Director General at Vinnova, Sweden’s innovation agency, which helps to 
build  innovation capacity by funding research and innovation projects, but also by coordinating strategic 
initiatives and collaborating with actors across all sectors. He has a PhD in Economic History from Lund 
University. 

 

Albert Bravo-Biosca is the founding director of the Innovation Growth Lab (IGL), a global partnership based at 
Nesta that brings together governments, foundations and researchers to develop and test new approaches to 
increase innovation, support high-growth entrepreneurship, and accelerate business growth. Albert holds a PhD 
in Economics from Harvard University and is guest professor at the Barcelona Graduate School of Economics 
and member of the UK Cross-Government Trials Advice Panel. 

 

Salvatore Zecchini studied economics at Columbia University (MBA) and Wharton School of Finance, 
Department of Economics (PhD), was an economist at the economic research department of Banca d’Italia, later 
becoming one of its Directors. He took part in the works of the EEC Monetary Committee and Economic Policy 
Committee, was an Executive Director of the IMF, Director of the OECD economic policy assistance program for 
transition countries and OECD Deputy Secretary General. In Italy, he was successively Economic Counsellor of 
a Minister of Economy and Finance, consultant of several ministers, President of the Industrial Policy Institute 
and of GME (Italy’s power exchange). Lately at the OECD, he chaired the Working Party on SME and 
Entrepreneurship and the Steering Group on SME finance. Currently, he chairs the later Group and the United 
Nations-ECE Team of Specialists on Innovation and Competitiveness Policies. He taught International Economic 
Policy at the University of Rome Tor Vergata, published several books, essays and articles, and writes for some 
newspapers. 
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VENUE 

Virtual meeting over ZOOM  

INFORMATION 

Alexandra.Tsvetkova@oecd.org; Pernilla.Norlin@entreprenorskapsforum.se  

@OECD_local @eskapsforum #spatialproductivity #entreprenörskap 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

OECD Trento Centre for Local Development 

Vicolo San Marco 1, 38122 Trento, Italy 
cfetrento@oecd.org | www.trento.oecd.org 

This event is part of the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities activities. 

The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities provides comparative statistics, analysis and capacity 
building for local and national actors to work together to unleash the potential of entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized 
enterprises, promote inclusive and sustainable regions and cities, boost local job creation, and support sound tourism policies. 
www.oecd.org/cfe 

 

mailto:Alexandra.Tsvetkova@oecd.org
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https://twitter.com/search?q=%23entrepren%C3%B6rskap&src=hashtag_click
mailto:cfetrento@oecd.org
http://www.trento.oecd.org/

