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■ The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, 
SMEs, Regions and Cities 

The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions 
and Cities (CFE) provides comparative statistics, analysis 
and capacity building for local and national actors to work 
together to unleash the potential of entrepreneurs and 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), promote 
inclusive and sustainable regions and cities, boost local 
job creation, and support sound tourism policies. 
www.oecd.org/cfe 

■ The OECD Venice Office  

The OECD Venice Office supports city-to-city 
learning and experimentation. It informs and 
provides a platform for reflection and exchange 
among cities at the vanguard of culture-led 
development.  

A growing number of cities and regions are leveraging 
their cultural assets as part of their broader local 
development strategies. They are also called to 
implement national strategies to support cultural and 
creative industries (often as part of national economic 
development, innovation or industrial development 
policies), and manage considerable public investment (as 
part of territorial cohesion or regional development 
policies in addition to cultural policies).The OECD Venice 
Office was created in 2015 to address those needs, and 
is an integral part of the OECD Centre for 
Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ Venue of the meeting 

OECD Venice Office  
c/o Fondazione di Venezia  
Dorsoduro 3488/U  
30123 Venice, Italy  

■ Language  

The meeting will be held in English. 

■ Website 

OECD Venice Office: www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/venice.htm 

■ Contact 

Ekaterina Travkina: Ekaterina.TRAVKINA@oecd.org  

Lina Maddah: Lina.MADDAH@oecd.org  
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The impact of megatrends on tourism  
Tuesday 

26 November 2019 

Venue: OECD Venice Office c/o Fondazione di Venezia, Dorsoduro 3488/U, 30123 Venice, Italy  

09.45-10.00 Opening and welcome remarks by the Foundation of Venice and OECD  

 Welcome remarks by the Foundation of Venice 

Introduction by Ekaterina Travkina, Co-ordinator, Culture, Creative Industries and Local Development,  
OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities  

10.00-10.30 The impact of megatrend on tourism: International perspective  

 The future of tourism will be impacted by large-scale social, economic, political, environmental and 
technological changes, bringing new and often unseen challenges, threats and opportunities. These 
“megatrends” are slow to form, but once they have taken root, exercise a profound and lasting 
influence on  human activities, processes and perceptions, including for tourism. Four megatrends 
are likely to have significant impacts and relevance for tourism: i) evolving visitor demand; ii) 
sustainable tourism growth; iii) enabling technologies; and iv) travel mobility. Exploring the 
multidimensional implications of these megatrends to 2040 is important to inform policy and shape 
the future of tourism. 

Peter Haxton, Policy Analyst, OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities 

Q&A 

10.30-11.00 The case of Venice: Highlights from Venezia Civitas Metropolitana research 
project   

 Global megatrends are creating new scenarios for places where tourism has a strong impact. Venice, 
with its small urban dimension and its global attraction, had to face the social and economic impacts 
of global megatrends such as over-tourism and the crowding-out effect before many other tourism 
destination. The pressure of tourist demand is a challenge not only for the preservation of historical 
and cultural attractions, but also for the vitality of local economy and the quality of life of residents.  In 
the framework of sustainable tourism development, policy responses should be evidence based 
combining official data with the one revealed by human behavior. Moreover, tourism management 
policies should follow a more systematic approach. The research project Venezia Civitas 
Metropolitana contributes to the emergence of new policies, considering all the multiple Venices - 
historical, administrative, functional, metropolitan and touristic. 

Damiano De Marchi, Destination Product Specialist at Travel Appeal, Statistics Expert at UNWTO 
and Senior Lecturer and Professional Trainer on Tourism Economics 

Q&A 

11.00-11.20 Open discussion 

11.20-11.30 Concluding remarks  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


