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The Québec Entrepreneurship Contest, Québec, Canada1 

 

Rationale  

Between 1988 and 1997, three entrepreneurship competitions were available to pupils, students 
and new entrepreneurs in Québec. In 1997, at the request of the Ministry of Education and 
other partners, the leaders of the three competitions set up a task force to create a single entity 
that would be known as the Québec Entrepreneurship Contest. The first permanent team was 
created, and the first edition of the Contest was launched in 1998. It has a number of ambitious 
goals:  

For the student entrepreneurship component: 

 Encourage project-based pedagogy. 

 Ensure that young people start projects in which they are interested and motivated. 

 Acknowledge the entrepreneurial value of student projects. 

 Stimulate creativity and self-achievement, two of the basic entrepreneurial 
competencies. 

 Stimulate new projects.  

For the venture creation component: 

 Enable new entrepreneurs to locate financial assistance. 

 Help new entrepreneurs to become known in the regional and national community. 

 Bring regional development workers into contact with entrepreneurship projects. 

 Enable entrepreneurs of all ages to celebrate their achievements. 

Description of the approach  

In many respects the Québec Entrepreneurship Contest
2
 is unique. It addresses a niche not 

served by other entrepreneurship competitions in the Province of Québec – namely youngsters 
in schools and brand new entrepreneurs who are often still at the business plan stage. In 
addition, it provides high-value grants and awards that are presented at 17 separate regional 
events and a national gala. The Student Entrepreneurship component is aimed specifically at 
pupils and students from elementary to university level who have carried out projects requiring 
entrepreneurial skills during the school year. The Venture Creation component is aimed at men 
and women aged 18 and over who have business projects in the early stages of 
implementation. By entering the Contest, they give themselves a head start by working hard on 
the preparation and presentation of their business plans, thereby bringing themselves to the 
attention of financial institutions and standing out from the crowd. 

The Contest takes place in Québec’s 17 administrative regions. In every region, it has managed 
to bring together communities that had not previously been used to working with one another, 
but that now realise they can achieve great things by pooling their resources. In 2007, 6 773 
projects were entered in the Contest, some 5 780 of which were from the student component. In 
all, more than 150 000 participants were directly involved in real entrepreneurship projects that 
were officially presented during the last edition of the Contest. 

                                                      
1
Source: Nathaly Riverin (2007), in “Strengthening Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Economic 

Development at Local Level”. OECD LEED Trento Centre. 
2
Baronet and St-Pierre (2004), p. 57. 
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Relevance of the approach 

The Contest is both an entrepreneurship awareness tool and a training tool, especially its 
Student Entrepreneurship component, which is open to the entire school system from 
elementary level to university. The Contest is not mandatory, but thanks to the interest shown 
by teachers and schools, which receive financial support in return, it has nevertheless made 
significant inroads into the school system. The regional community celebrates the successes of 
its students, creating a “copycat” effect in other educational institutions. The Contest is 
particularly interesting in that it contributes significantly to the creation of a web of 
entrepreneurship support stakeholders drawn from a broad range of communities (private and 
public education) both regionally and nationally. It also provides support for teachers and helps 
develop their entrepreneurial competencies as well as their interest in entrepreneurship. The 
various players involved are able to share their vision of entrepreneurship and generate a 
collective vision of the regional ideal.  

Reasons for success or failure 

The Contest is a positive experience for everyone concerned. It is extremely motivating to see 
10-year-old students collect their awards at regional and national galas, in front of influential 
players from the business community. At the same time, in an under-funded educational 
system, the CAD 50 subsidy per student granted to participating schools provides an incentive 
for institutions at all levels to become involved. Thanks to the generosity of the business 
community and the perseverance of the Contest leaders in seeking private sponsorship, the 
awards are of significant interest to would-be entrepreneurs, who participate in large numbers. 
More importantly, young participants enjoy the experience because it focuses on projects for 
which they themselves are responsible from start to finish. 

The obstacles that were faced and the quality of the response taken  

Some individuals and some schools took longer to admit the importance of the process and its 
educational nature. However, the basic idea underlying the Contest was to work with people 
who were positive, to achieve successes and to maintain an open-minded attitude to those who 
were less enthusiastic. 

Considerations for adoption of this type of approach 

The current National Entrepreneurship Contest is aimed at existing firms in six separate fields 
(micro, small, medium-sized, innovator, exporter and female entrepreneur). What we are 
suggesting is not a contest aimed at celebrating the successes of existing firms, but one that 
enhances the image of people, regardless of age, who have projects in mind, and gives them a 
helping hand to bring them to fruition. 

Contact details and website for further information 

Québec Entrepreneurship Contest: 

Web-site:  http://www.concours-entrepreneur.org/ 

Entrepreneurship awareness measure: 

Web-site: http://www.inforoutefpt.org/entrepreneuriat/default.htm            
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