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Informing the local entrepreneurial system: Créativallée – 

An entrepreneurship awareness model with a regional flavour, 
France1 

 

Rationale  

This particular region of France underwent massive deindustrialisation and was grappling with 
high unemployment rates. There was everything to be gained from investing in new avenues 
and reviving the local economy. The people concerned focused on entrepreneurship, even 
though there was no obvious likelihood of success because the region was dominated by the 
employee culture. This meant they had to change the culture and create a flexible regional 
system that was capable of learning continuously.  

Description of the approach  

Créativallée
2
 was launched in France in 2000, with support from public and private sector 

partners, including the Regional Programme for the Creation and Transmission of Companies. 
It works on raising awareness of the entrepreneurial spirit among the four million inhabitants of 
the Nord-Pas de Calais region and developing their ambition and desire to launch businesses. 
To do this, it highlights and encourages present and future regional initiatives conducive to 
entrepreneurial intention. In its approach, it regards all entrepreneurs as creators of jobs and 
wealth, and encourages people not only to consider venture creation or business reactivation as 
potential professional projects, but also to regard failure as an enriching step in the 
entrepreneurial process. 

Créativallée uses all the means at its disposal to publicise good examples and carry out the 
actions required to transform Nord-Pas de Calais into a veritable land of creativity. “A feature is 
broadcast on regional radio stations as part of an aggressive communications policy aimed at 
informing the public and raising awareness of venture creation. Information on good 
entrepreneurial practice is gathered continuously and systematically and then disseminated 
through different channels, including the Internet, radio, newspapers, special events, partner 
institutions and occasional support media. The purpose is to enhance public knowledge and 
motivation in order to foster the emergence of a strong entrepreneurial culture in the Nord-Pas-
de-Calais region”

3
.  

The agency’s activities also stimulate local awareness spin-off efforts; an example is the 
Créativallée project devised by Ernst & Young, through which the company’s staff in the Lille 
region of France are encouraged to communicate with and talk to students about their passion 
for business.  

Relevance of the approach 

The efforts to create a new business culture need ways of speeding up the identification and 
introduction of the right models, resources and practices for support workers and entrepreneurs 
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alike. 

Créativallée was able to develop a model that stimulated the circulation of information and 
encouraged people to emulate success. 

Reasons for success or failure 

As we said earlier, local development is primarily an individual affair, and the population needs 
to become involved in development initiatives. The Créativallée group achieved strong 
involvement by all its partners from the outset, and focused on communication to reach not only 
the entrepreneurial actors, but also the entire population of the region.  

Considerations for adoption of this type of approach  

Créativallée has become a catalyst for existing initiatives and a source of new initiatives tailored 
to the region’s particular features. It was, of course, necessary to harmonise existing 
programmes around a core integrated plan.  

Contact details and website for further information 

Web-site: http://www.creativallee.com 

 

 


