
14th Meeting of the OECD Water Governance Initiative

2-3 November 2020, Virtual meeting

On 2-3 November 2020, the OECD Water Governance Initiative (WGI), held its 14th meeting virtually. The meeting gathered
80+ practitioners, policymakers and representatives from major stakeholder groups. The agenda, list of participants, report on
the tools, publications and events from the 13th to the 14th OECD WGI meeting, presentations and pictures from the event are
accessible online. The WGI is hosted by the OECD and its Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE).

SUMMARY AND KEY OUTCOMES:

• Delegates were informed of the results of the conclusions of the 2020 Ministerial Council Meeting (MCM) organised around
the theme “The Path to Recovery: Strong, Resilient, Green and Inclusive” where views were exchanged on the OECD’s views
on COVID-19 recovery plans and expectations for international cooperation. To support member countries, since March the
OECD secretariat has produced 150+ policy notes mapping responses to COVID-19 pandemic. One of these policy notes is
looking at what 100+ cities worldwide have been doing in response to the crisis not only to implement nation-wide directives
but also to shape innovative and participatory recovery strategies. The updated OECD Cities Policy Responses note is available
in English, French, Spanish and Portuguese.

• Delegates were updated on some of the items discussed at the 13th Meeting of the WGI on 9-10 January 2020. Since then, the
report on the Territorial Approach to the SDGs and the web tool measuring distance of 600+ cities and 600+ regions to 17
SDGs where they have core competencies, were released at the World Urban Forum in Abu Dhabi in February 2020. The 3rd

OECD Roundtable on Cities and Regions for the SDGs will be held on 16-17 November 2020. More recently, the OECD has
published the Synthesis Report on the Circular Economy in Cities and Regions, which will be officially launched on November
4th 2020. Delegates were also updated on the completion of the monitoring report of the 2016 OECD Council
Recommendation on Water and progress on adherence.

• Delegates were informed of the results of the massive social media campaign that took place in June 2020 to commemorate
the 5th anniversary of the OECD Principles on Water Governance. A total of 15 testimonials were gathered for a social media
campaign (28 posts), which resulted in thousands of visits to the Principles web page and reached tens of thousands people
via LinkedIn and impressions between May and September.

• During the session on Water Governance in Asia, delegates discussed the OECD policy paper on Water Governance in Asia-
Pacific which contributed to the 2020 Asia Water Development Outlook (AWDO), which will be launched on 10 December
2020. This session highlighted speakers from the Asian Development Bank and the Japan Water Agency.

• In the session on Water Governance in African Cities, the OECD presented the preliminary results from the joint OECD/United
Cities and Local Government (UCLG)-Africa survey which has been disseminated in 36 African cities. UCLG-Africa Climate
Change Director, Mr Mohamed Nbou, addressed delegates about the African water context and the need for governance
paradigm shifts in the region. The mayor of Chefchaouen (Morocco), Mr Mohamed Sefiani, presented delegates with the
water context in the city of Chefchaouen. The final report will be launched at a dedicated event in March 2021.

• Delegates peer-reviewed the draft report of the Water Governance Policy Dialogue during the session on Water Governance
and Security in Cape Town, South Africa, based on the evidence gathered through a virtual fact-finding mission that took
place in July 2020. The session highlighted the input of Cape Town city officials and peer-reviewers. The final report will be
published at a dedicated event in March 2021.

• Delegates were updated on progress on the global agenda. Mr Abdoulaye Sene, Executive Director of the 9th World Water
Forum in Dakar, Senegal, provided members with a first-hand update on the progress towards the Forum and of the
implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Forum’s timeline. Official confirmation of the World Water Forum’s
postponement to March 2022 was given by Ms Teresa Liguori Forum Coordinator, World Water Council.

• Two back-to-back sessions were dedicated to advancing the work of the Working Groups on Indicators and Capacity
Development. Delegates participated in interactive exercises and lively group discussions to discuss the draft working paper
on Indicators “Water governance as a means to an end: a stocktaking of impacts and measurement frameworks” and the draft
toolkit for self-assessing water governance systems at basin, local and national level. These will be the main deliverables,
which will be finalised in 2021 on the road to the 9th World Water Forum, building on the inputs received from the delegates.
Given the Forum’s postponement, the OECD Secretariat will update members on possible modifications to the timeline for the
deliverables by the end of the year 2020.

***********************************************

Detailed Highlights from the meeting will be shared with WGI members by December 2020.
.

***********************************************
The OECD Water Governance Initiative is a multi-stakeholder network of 100+ delegates from public, private and non-profit
sectors gathering twice a year in a Policy Forum to share on-going reforms, projects, lessons and good practices in support of
better governance in the water sector. It was launched on 27-28 March 2013 and is chaired by Peter Glas, Delta Programme
Commissioner, the Netherlands. The WGI is hosted by the OECD and its Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities
(CFE), and coordinated by a multi-stakeholder steering committee (see below logos). For more information, please contact
water.governance@oecd.org.
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